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“CULT” – DEFINING THE TERM

Many people use the word “cult” too broadly.  Some Europeans define a cult as any church that is independent of the state or a large denomination – churches like ours.  Most scholars agree on two basic elements.  A cult is a religious group that …

1. Differs significantly in one or more foundational doctrines from groups that are regarded as “normal” expressions of the religion (there are Christian cults, Hindu cults, Islamic cults, etc.)

2. Gathers around a specific person (and his misinterpretation of their sacred book) and away from everyone else because all others are wrong.

We will be studying only the “Christian cults” – religious groups that claim to be Christian but followed the errant teaching of a person and differ on the essential doctrines of the Christian faith, most importantly the doctrine of Christ.  Some examples of Christian cults are the Jehovah’s Witnesses, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Christian Science, and the Unification Church.

CHARACTERISTICS OF CHRISTIAN CULTS

1. Newly revealed truth – God supernaturally revealed new information to their founder that supercedes all previous revelation.

2. New interpretations of Scripture – God gave the founder the keys to interpreting the mysteries of Scripture, since all other beliefs were pagan in origin.

3. Non-biblical source of authority – The writings of the founder are seen to be superior to the Scriptures, which have been corrupted.  

4. Changing theology – In some cases, a leader or group of leaders may continue to receive divine revelation.  Their theology changes with public pressure.

5. Promotion of “another Jesus” – The founder always attacks the person of Christ and offers a Jesus who is something less than the Bible’s eternal God who became flesh here on earth, and died as a substitute for our sins.  2 Corinthians 11:4

6. Rejection of the Trinity – Although church history is littered with heresies about the trinity, the cults embrace them and reject the triple-spirit God of the Bible.

7. Rejection of orthodox Christianity – The founder is instructed by God to form a new group because all other churches are tainted, corrupt and an abomination to the Lord.

8. Double talk – The group says they are Christian and use Christian terms, but mean something entirely different from other Christians when they use those terms.

9. Salvation by works – Salvation comes by faith plus obedience to a code or observing sacraments.

10. False prophecies – Most founders have made prophecies of future events that never came true … and then received more revelation.

THOSE WHO JOIN CULTS

Most new cult members come from Christian (for Mormons mostly Baptist) churches.  Why do so many professing Christians get involved with cults?  

One theologian wrote, “The cults are the unpaid bills of the church.”  What does he mean?

WHY STUDY THE CULTS?

The best way to detect a counterfeit is to be so familiar with the original that a fraud just jumps out at you.  So, shouldn’t we just study the Bible?  Why study cults and religions?

1. To understand their beliefs in order to bring them the gospel in a helpful way (2 Tim 2:24-26, 2 Timothy 4:2-5).

2. To embrace the importance of the Bible as the basis for our own belief system (2 Tim 3:14-17).

3. To help others who may be approached by or lured into the cults (James 5:19-20).

TWO WAYS OF THINKING

In our postmodern era, it is very chic to let everyone find their own path to God and to meaning in life.  This is actually an Eastern idea that has risen with New Age/Hindu philosophy that appeals to individualistic Americans (see quote at right).  “Either no one is right or we’re all kind of right.”  This view presumes that God has not revealed himself clearly to mankind.



What is religious pluralism?

Ecumenism?

Syncretism?

DEALING WITH FALSE TEACHING

By what means or measure must we test the truth or falsity of the teachings of the cults?

What did Jesus say about false teachers in Matthew 7:15-23?  What did Paul say in Acts 20:29-32?

Read 1 Corinthians 11:18-19 and 1 John 2:19.  When are divisions over religious beliefs wrong and when are they right?

What does 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 say about false teachers?

What does 1 Timothy 4:1-3 say about false teachers?

What does 1 Timothy 6:3-6 say about false teachers?

What does 2 Timothy 3:1-9 say about false teachers?

What did Paul tell Timothy to do in verses 10-17?

So, in summation, how should a Christian treat cultists?

Religions & Cults   





2: What Is A Cult?





“People everywhere in the world seem more than ever to yearn for an inner peace, a oneness with themselves and their world.  Christianity offers one way to achieve it; Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Confucianism and Hinduism offer others.  Increasingly I resist the exclusivity of Christian believers.  Isn’t it better to remain open, so that you may learn from another’s truth?  I am discovering my own individual faith.”   


US Senator Bill Bradley 


(A United Presbyterian)





Postmodern Model – The Wagon Wheel – Religions are like spokes in the wagon wheel, all headed for essentially the same place





Christian Model – The Box – A person is either in the box (salvation through faith in Christ) or not in the box.


1 John 5:11-12, John 14:6, Acts 4:12





Salvation through faith in Christ





A CULT


A group gathered around its founder who has departed from orthodox Christian truth based on supposedly new revelation from God.








