


SCALING THE LANGUAGE BARRIER

We live in an age of pluralism and relativism where everything is acceptable and everyone can have their own valid interpretation of truth.  Something can be true as long as it is “true to you”.  Therefore, words can have multiple meanings.

Truth can be twisted with semantics.  Satan’s oldest trick is to redefine the true meaning of God’s Word. 

Semantics is not only a religious issue.  We see it in every aspect of our lives, especially politics.

· People’s Republic of China

· Pro Choice

· The United States is 200+ years old.

Although two people are conversing in a common language, if they have different definitions for the common terms they are using, they cannot have clear and effective communication.  For example:  

· Sheila

· Bobby

· Fish and Chips

Likewise, liberal and neo-orthodox theologians and cultists have all taken the terminology of historical Christian theology and assigned entirely different meanings from what the writers of Scripture intended.

We are warned about this in II Peter 3:16.

As believers we must be aware of these verbal games because term-switching can cause surprise 
and confusion in an unsuspecting Christian.

SMOKE AND MIRRORS
Cults attempt to “Christianize” themselves by using biblical terms, quoting volumes of scripture (inevitably out of context) to back up their beliefs, and filling their presentation with evangelical clichés and terms whenever possible or advantageous.

The Mormons claim to be the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that only 144,000 people will go to heaven and they use Revelation 7:4 to prove it.

Terms that are commonly redefined are God, Jesus Christ, sin, and salvation.  However, cults will often avoid topics concerning the problem of evil, personal sin, or the necessity of Christ’s substitutionary atonement as the sole means of salvation from sin.

	Cult
	Term
	Cult Definition
	Christian Definition

	Mormonism
	God
	Many Gods
	One God

	Jehovah’s Witnesses
	Jesus Christ
	Not god, created by Jehovah
	God the Son, Creator of all

	Christian Science
	Sin
	Illusion, error, not real
	Disobedience to God

	New Age
	Salvation
	Becoming One with 
the Universe/God
	Reconciliation with God by means of Christ’s atonement


When trying to clarify biblical meaning of a passage or term a cultist will often use the defense, “That’s just your interpretation, and one is as good as another.”  However, truth is not subject to opinion.  Things are what they are by definition.  God has a determined personality and attributes.  He does not change, regardless of our opinion of Him.

OBTAINING THE CORRECT INTERPRETATION
There is a difference between interpretation and application.  Interpretation is singular.  There is only one correct interpretation of any truth and that interpretation is independent of anyone or anything.  However, application is how truth affects our lives.  Application is dependent on the individuals involved.

There are rules to remember when interpreting the Bible.

1. If a passage seems obscure and out of the ordinary then your interpretation may be faulty.

2. Scripture never contradicts scripture.

3. Use the entire counsel of God to interpret scripture.

4. Always interpret scripture in the context in which it rests.

5. Focus on the obvious (FOTO).  God isn’t trying to trick you.  Don’t try to look for truth that 
isn’t there.

DECIPHERING THE CODE
When speaking to a cultist, a believer may often find himself agreeing with what is being said.  Therefore, the believer must:

1. Stress the importance of terminology and require the cultist to defend his redefining 
of biblical terms.

2. Compare the cultist’s definitions with his/her supporting verses.

3. Define key terms such as:  interpretation, historic orthodoxy, new birth, the atonement, context, exegesis, eternal judgement, etc. 

4.
Require the cultist to define terms used in all-important doctrines, such as the doctrine of personal redemption from sin.
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There is one question you can ask that will flush out 99% of all cults, “Who is Jesus Christ?”





You are dealing with a person who is familiar with Christian terminology, and who has carefully redefined it to fit the system of thought he or she now embraces.











