


EACH HAS A MARKETABLE IDEA

Cults each have their own “belief system:”

· Emphases of Jehovah’s Witnesses:  Eschatology / prophecy

· Emphases of Mormons Priestly authority, secret rituals and symbols

· Emphases of Christian Scientists: Physical healing through deeper knowledge and “metaphysical pantheism” (god-forces of the universe)

PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Cult leaders and cultists tend to share common psychological traits.  
1. Isolation In A Safe Group– Core belief that the world is a fearful place (why many experiment with new religions during/after a divorce, death in the family, feelings of victimization, etc.).  Martyr Complex - Most everyone is opposed to me and to my group.  We are the only ones who have the deep truth and must stick together.







2. Closed-Mindedness - Not interested in rational, cognitive evaluation of facts.  The organization interprets the facts using the Bible, the founder’s writings and recent prophets.  They are taught not to question or interact with outsiders.


3. Personal Antagonism - Dislikes the opposing message and the messenger, feeling that the messenger is hostile and motivated by Satan, blind prejudice to an exploiting Christian faith.  Bad if they know hypocritical Christians.  We must avoid this pattern by having an opposing message but no antagonism (requires education and love), and a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  They have never seen this!

4. Institutional Dogmatism - Only our view is right, and our final authority is the founders and prophets and their supernatural revelations); intolerance of exploring other views; authoritarian.  Christians should say, “Be like the Bereans.” – Acts 17:11

· Mormons with monogamy

· Russell – “To read Bible w/o my writings is darkness.”

· Eddy - “Science & Health with a Key to the Scriptures”

5. Isolated Beliefs – Cults often have logical contradictions among doctrines, and then make outright denials of those contradictions.  Double think - p. 39-40

· JWs – Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would return in the 1920s and stay at Beth Sarim 

· Mormons – 3,913 changes to the Book of Mormon since the original

· Chris. Science – Eddy had doctors, morphine, glasses, diseased teeth, and a crib.

PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONING

Cults train their people how to respond to the outside world of unbelievers.  What do they say?

1.  Jehovah’s Witnesses

· Hate with pure hatred the enemies of God - mainly clergy.  

· Specific Christian doctrines are of Satan and arouse animosity.

· Judgment coming soon where Armageddon will destroy Christendom.

2.  Mormons

· Authority vested in priests.

· Strong emphasis on rituals, clothing, signs, handshakes, tithing and mission work.

· Spiritual and economic penalties if you depart.

· Family and community loyalty and social welfare program.

3.  Christian Science

· The mystic inside truth only in Mary Baker Eddy.

· Limitations on reading things which support the notion of a material world, of pain, medicine, sin and salvation.

· Fellowship of denial.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW RELIGIONS (CULTS)

The popularity of new religions is constantly changing.  Transcendental Meditation was big in the 1960s, Divine Light in the early 70s, the Unification Church (Moonies)in the late 70’s, the Rajneeshies in the early 80’s, the New Age in the late 80s.  Each of these groups experienced a period of rapid growth followed by a big decline.  How do they grow?

1.  A Founder’s Experience - He/she normally receives a message which reflects the spiritual needs of individuals.  There may be revelations, dreams, visions, extra-sensory perception, communication with spirits, etc.

2.  New Mythology - He/she develops a collection of unconnected beliefs representing folk religion - such as UFOs, mystic healings, astrology, reincarnation.

3.  Adaptation of Great Religions - To add a sense of legitimacy, there is added the teachings of a major religion, either Abramic (from the Middle East which has theistic revelation at its core - Judaism, Islam and Christianity) or Yogic (from India which has yoga and meditation at its core - Hinduism and Buddhism).  

4.  Development of the Science or Modernity of the Faith - The systematizing of beliefs and then their harmonization with science, history, sociology and the real world, with a continual production of literature educating followers to the new truth.
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4: Cult Psychology





Show them your relationship with Jesus Christ … not “my church vs. your church.”





THREE LEVELS IN A BELIEF SYSTEM





CENTRAL - Primitive Outlook


”Is the world a threatening place?”


Cultist: Yes.





INTERMEDIATE - Relation to Authority


”Whose authority am I willing to accept?”


Cultist:  The Founder’s and Prophets’ - closed-mindedness.





PERIPHERAL - Structure of Living


“To what extent will I allow others to order my life?”


Cultist:  Isolation, association with the cult community.











� From New Dictionary of Theology, Ed. Sinclair Ferguson, Inter-Varsity Press, 1988.





