

BASIC TEACHINGS (Continued)
The Holy Spirit is neither a personality nor deity but is “the impersonal, invisible active force of Almighty God which moves His servants to do His will.”  To bolster this view, the Greek word “pneuma” is never translated “Spirit” but “spirit” in the NWT, and they use “that” or “it” for pronouns.  
Our View: The Holy Spirit is God, but has distinct roles and location from Jehovah.  Take them to John 14:26 and 16:7-8, 13-15 where the Holy Spirit is a “he,” the same as Christ, yet distinct; and how can a force teach you things?  See Ephesians 4:30 – how can we grieve an impersonal force?

The Trinity, they believe, was a doctrine originated by Satan in Babylon in 2200 B.C.  They say the early church never believed it, but Tertullian promoted the idea in 3rd Century, and the Roman Catholic Church accepted it to appease the pagans in the empire.  The word “trinity” is never found in the Bible.
Our View:  True, the word “trinity” is a term created to describe one God eternally existing in three persons, coequal and coeternal.  
· Remember not to use 1 John 5:7 (not found until 16th century and not used by theologians).  
· Also, be careful of using John 10:30 without adding vv. 31-33.  Jesus may have meant one in purpose, agreement and organization – see John 17:20-22.  

· When using.1 Timothy 3:16, remember that the better manuscripts read, “He was,” not “God was.”  Not used by theologians.
· John 1:1,14 – there is no indefinite article in front of “God.”  The Word was God!
· Remember, all three were present at the baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17), the Great Commission is given in the name of all three (Matthew 28:19) and blessings were given in the names of all three (2 Corinthians 13:14).  All three eternally existed uncreated (Psalm 90:2, Hebrews 13:8, Hebrews 9:14), were involved in the creation (Psalm 33:6, Colossians 1:16, Ephesians 3:9, Hebrews 1:2, Psalm 104:30), in Christ’s resurrection (Galatians 1:1, John 10:18, I Peter 3:18), and in our salvation (1 Peter 1:2).

Mankind, they believe, was created by God through Jesus, but “the soul of man is not immortal; it will die,” and only the spirit will live on until judgment day.  There is no resurrection of the body and soul, and there is no place of eternal torment.  Hell is simply the grave.  After death, the spirits of men wait for judgment – the unfaithful will be annihilated (cease to exist); immortality as a spirit-being is a reward for faithfulness throughout one’s life.
Our View:  The soul (psuche) of a person is his or her mind, comprised of will, intellect and emotion.  The spirit (pneuma) is the heart or deep inner self of a person (1 Thessalonians 5:23, Hebrews 4:12). Sometimes the word “soul” means “a being” (i.e., S.O.S., and Hebrews 10:39).  But after death, we still hear about souls (Revelation 6:9, 20:4).
The O.T. refers to death/grave by the Hebrew word “Sheol.”  The O.T. does not have a well-defined theology of hell.  Hades (from the Greek god of the underworld, translated in the N.T. as “hell”) means the place of departed dead.  Luke 16:23 refers to fire in hell, and Revelation 20:13-14 mentions that it is a physical place where the dead are kept; the place will be emptied at judgment and be cast in the Lake of Fire. Gehenna is the most common word used for hell; it was a valley in which rubble was burned 24/7, so it’s often translated hellfire (Mark 9:42-48).
In The End Times, they believe, the 144,000, who are born again as spiritual sons of God, go to heaven (originally said to happen in 1914).  The “other sheep” stay on the earth to reign with Christ.
Our View: The 144,000 are Jewish evangelists during the Great Tribulation (Rev. 7:4-8).  Obviously, 1914 didn’t work out!
SHARING FAITH WITH JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
1. They are deeply religious - even fanatical.

2. They have rejected Christianity for reasons, and are usually antagonistic to churches, many of which are divided, hypocritical and/or apathetic.

3. They believe they have found new truth through an inspired channel who has shown historic Christianity to be wrong.  Remember, Jehovah’s Witnesses believe they are not a cult, but a denomination of Christianity - the only one possessing the real truth.

4. They are in a tight fellowship of proud delusion - ONLY they have the truth - all others are of Satan.

5. They have had to bear with and overcome ridicule and have been involved with studying and sharing their faith.

POINTS TO REMEMBER
1. Be well grounded in the Scriptures and doctrine, and informed about their teachings.

2. Three responses of people to Jehovah’s Witnesses are to slam the door, argue belligerently, or give a personal testimony.

3. Give personal testimony of your faith in Christ and of the joy and fellowship you have with Him as a living and loving God and Savior.  This has been the chief means God has used to convert Witnesses.

4. Approach them with genuine love.  They are taught to expect hostility.  How could we be so loving and so wrong?

5. Approach them with humility.  We grasp only a part of truth and can learn from them.

REMEMBER, HE OR SHE IS A TOTAL PERSON!
1. Most are in a cult for psychological and sociological, rather than intellectual, reasons.

· There is warm and brotherly fellowship which they failed to find in a church.

· They find place of integration where they are known and needed.

· They find security in feeling they are pleasing God, and have a church which will never forsake them in a time of trouble.

· They have found an outlet for religious zeal and radicalism in their religious life.

· They have found specific instruction on religious practices, morals, family worship, Bible study, etc.

2. A Jehovah’s Witness is not just someone whose doctrines need to be refuted, but is someone we love and about whom we are concerned in the totality of his life.  Therefore, start by asking him questions:

· Why did he join the JWs?

· Did he previously belong to a church?

· If so, why did he leave it?

· What benefits being JW?

· What do the JWs do for him that the church failed to do?

· What activities does he do now that he neglected before?

3. Next, try to show him that his personal needs can be filled much better through a living fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ - do NOT bring up the issue of your church vs. his church!

4. Take him to the Word of God as your only source of authority and to Christ as the heart of the Word.  Give evidence for the doctrines of the Christian faith.

5. Ask him whether he is absolutely sure of his salvation - a JW cannot be sure since he can fall away - he is not justified, anointed, born again, sanctified or a part of the Body of Christ!

6. Pray with him and for him.
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TRIPLE GODS?





In ancient Babylon, Cush, Semiramis and son Nimrod were deified by the Babylonians; then the Hindus had Brahma the creator, Vishnu the preserver and Siva the destroyer; then Egyptians had Isis, Nephthys and Osiris.





These are all sets of three, never three in one.








