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THE FOUNDER: JOSEPH SMITH (1805-1844)
· Birthplace: Vermont; moved to Palmyra, NY at age 11.

· Parents:  Family joined Presbyterians; Father was a mystic who dug for buried treasure and printed counterfeit money.  Mother uneducated, superstitious and given to extreme views.  Smith himself used “peek stones” and divining rods and claimed supernatural powers.  There were many craters near town!  In 1826, he was convicted of money digging.
THE VISIONS

· Vision #1:  Joseph didn’t like the hostility between denominations.  At age 15 (1820), while in the woods, he read James 1:5, then two personages appeared to him.  One said “This is my Son, hear Him!”  The angels said all sects were an abomination to the Lord - corrupt and hypocritical.  He was to start a new dispensation.

· Vision #2:  At age 18 (1823), a glorious angel, Moroni, appeared beside his bed and told him about golden plates containing a history of ancient America and the fullness of the gospel given by Christ to its inhabitants; and of two stones (Urim and Thummim) for translating the books.  The next day, he went to Cumorah Hill and allegedly found the plates containing “reformed Egyptian” hieroglyphics and the stones.  
· The Book of Mormon:  In 1827, he was allowed to remove the plates for translation.  From 1827-29 he translated them - The Book of Mormon.  Later when Smith failed to produce the plates to his accusers, three witnesses “saw” the plates, and their testimony is in every copy of the Book of Mormon.  But all three men retracted their statements (Smith said they saw them with the eyes of faith) and years later were arrested for theft and fraud.

· Vision #3:  In 1829, Smith said John the Baptist appeared to him and Oliver Cowdery in the woods and conferred upon them the priesthood of Aaron.  Later, Smith said the Melchizedek priesthood was conferred on him by Peter, James and John.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

· Formation – In 1830 the Book of Mormon was published, the church officially started, elders were appointed and missionaries were sent to the Indians.
· Move to Kirtland – The core group moved to Kirtland, Ohio, and in a few years grew to 16,000 members.  Here Smith wrote Doctrine and Covenants and revised the King James Version of the Bible.  Here is started polygamy, claiming divine authority, and many others followed suit (eventually the U.S. government threatened to disband the religion and confiscate all property, so in 1890 Wilford Woodruff, the 4th prophet, claimed God gave new revelation to stop the practice; this caused splinter groups who said Woodruff was apostate, and many sects in the West still practice polygamy privately.
· Move to Independence, MO – Smith received a revelation that Jackson County, Missouri, was the promised land, the place for the City of Zion.  Smith purchased 63 acres there in 1833.  A short while later, Smith was tarred and feathered and later imprisoned for his claims; most of the “saints” left for Nauvoo, Illinois in 1839.

Many believed this was Zion and stayed; today, they are the “Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,” and they claim to have 240,000 members worldwide, and claim to be the real LDS – very irritating to the group in Utah!
· Nauvoo, IL – Smith organized a small army and called himself “The General.”  The Nauvoo Expositor published anti-Mormon information (re: polygamy, etc.), and the Mormons burned down the paper in 1844.  Smith was arrested, but a mob of 200 stormed the jail and beat Joseph and Hyrum Smith to death.  Mistake! – Now he was a martyr!

BRIGHAM YOUNG (1801-1877)

The Mormon Trek of 1846-47 – President of “The Council of Twelve Apostles,” Young was brave, strong, had a temper, and was good leader.  When the people of Illinois forced the Mormons out, Young led 400 wagons west across the high plains to the Salt Lake Valley in Utah (February 1846 to June 1847).  They began Salt Lake City, which has been headquarters ever since.  
Young was a capable planner and manager, and developed most of the theology now known as Mormonism.  By 1877, there were 140,000; by 1900-283,765; by 1950-1,111,314; and by 1980-4,639,822.
MORMON CHURCH STATISTICS
· They accept the “Four Standard Works” – The KJV Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine & Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price.

· 9 million members in 51 countries as of 1995 (claim 300,000 converts per year, Baptists are highest converts group)

· 50,000 missionaries in 51 countries (all evangelical mission organizations combined have @45,000 missionaries)
· Church investment portfolio exceeds $5 billion with very wise and diverse investments
· 50 temples worldwide (marketing as a “Christian” church)
· Brigham Young University (37,000 students)

· Mormon Tabernacle Choir

· Birthrate of 28.1 per thousand (U.S. is 15.9 per thousand)

· Tithing is required

· Mormons are to preserve their bodies well – exercise, no tobacco, alcohol or caffeine.

· They have high ethical standards and appeal to the educated (JWs appeal more to blue collar) – see books by Mormon, Stephen Covey, 7 Habits Of Highly Effective People, Living The 7 Habits, 7 Habits of Highly Effective Families
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QUITE A CLAIM!





With one special revelation, the Mormon Church expects its followers to accept the unsupported testimony of a 15-year-old boy that nobody preached Jesus Christ’s gospel from the close of the Apostolic Age until “the Restoration” through Joseph Smith in 1820!  


Walter Martin





The best expose of the Mormon Church (both book and video), still unrefuted, is


The God Makers








