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THE FRONT
· The world’s biggest, richest, fastest growing and strongest cult.- 9 million members, 50,000 missionaries
· $4 million in tithes daily
· Huge “Community Centers” (spas, gyms, etc.) and the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
· Call themselves “Saints” and “Christians;” clean-living, family oriented, lots of children

THE REALITY
· Most people view Mormons as an offshoot of fundamental Christianity, but their teachings and rituals are derived from paganism, freemasonry and often the occult.

· Life behind the “Zion Curtain” is very different.

· Freedom of speech and press restrained.  Leading newspapers and television and radio stations owned by the LDS or Mormons. 

· They view their world as a theocracy, and their desire is eventually to control the U.S.

· Study in 1990s showed that Mormons use more anti-depressant drugs than the public, the divorce rate is higher than average (age 20 being the most common age for divorce), and the child murder rate in Utah is 5X the national average; 7 of 10 Utah babies are conceived out of wedlock.

A GIRL’S AMBITION
A Mormon girl is taught that her primary purpose is to become a goddess in heaven so that she can populate an earth - to be eternally pregnant.

· All humans lived as spirits in a pre-mortal state before coming to earth.  

· Conception gives the spirit a body, and the idea is the more bodies you create, the greater your future reign as a god will be.  Birth control is THE worst sin!

· As they pass through life, humans must be tested by the ordeals of life and overcome evil here on earth.  

· If they have been good Mormons, when they die, they become gods and rule over one of several billion “earths” out there and give birth to more spirits, and so on forever.
· God, Himself, went through this same process.  “Man on earth is a mortal god, and God in heaven is an immortal man.”

· Thus, Adam’s fall was good; Eve’s taking the fruit wasn’t sin but was a blessing!  
· Having “white and delightsome” skin is important. The spirits who fought for Jesus were embodied as whites; those who didn’t were born as blacks.
· If a Mormon’s spouse becomes a Christian, he or she must divorce them.  Part of becoming a god or goddess is to have an “eternal celestial marriage.”  They must find someone else, and they often disappear with the children.

EVANGELISM

· Closed to the Gospel - It is extremely difficult for a person who is building his future godhood upon his own worthiness to admit that he is a lost sinner.

· Open to the Gospel – 
· To prove “worthiness,” one must keep several thousand commandments - a very daunting and discouraging task.  
· Of the 9 million Mormons, only 50% are considered active (cultural Mormons)

· Only 25% have been through the Temple rituals (the required steps for the Celestial Heaven)
· Only 10% go on to perform the secret rituals for the dead.  There is great difficulty in getting Joseph Smith’s endorsement of “worthy” to enter the Celestial Heaven.  This guilt and frustration would make the gospel attractive!

Burdened Women:  The pressure on Mormon women is staggering - to have 8-10 children, more than 50% also work, and they swear to total obedience to their husbands.  There are enormous psychiatric clinics all around Salt Lake City.
WITNESSING SUGGESTIONS
1. Christians must again become students of the Bible.

How can we hope to have victory in sharing spiritual truth with those who are lost in darkness if we have not the Scriptures to share with them or to refer to?  It is a tragedy that so many Christians are kept from being an effective witness for Christ because they are unprepared solders who have not the slightest idea of how to use their weapon.

2. Christians must learn to respect and act graciously towards Mormons.

There is no quicker way to offend a person, and in turn lose the right to share Christ with them, than to insult what they consider sacred. Proverbs 18:19 tells us, that "a brother offended is harder to win than a strong city."  We must, like the Apostle Paul of old, walk into the Areopagus of Mormonism and compliment the religious sincerity of the Mormon people (Acts 17).  Respect is not equivalent to agreement, but it is the right starting point for Christians to take when granted the privilege of sharing with a Mormon.

3. Christians must learn to grieve for those lost in Mormonism.

Bill Bright, president and founder of Campus Crusade for Christ, states in his book, Witnessing Without Fear; that the shedding of tears for those who are lost and without Christ is a necessary part of the witnessing process. Mormons are not scoundrels to be theologically tarred and feathered, they are usually convinced individuals who have been deceived. 

4. Christians must get off the ropes and be offensive with Mormons.

Too terribly often Mormons win the witnessing contest because they have controlled the conversation, asked all the questions, and have consumed all the time. Do we not realize that in most cases Mormons win by default, because we are either too afraid to talk with them or we fail to be aggressive enough in asking our own questions?  We are so busy attempting to defend the whole of Christianity in desperate fashion within a twenty-minute conversation that Mormons never have to defend their position at all. Why can't the Christian seek to have answers as well?
5. Christians must learn to stay focused on one or two issues at a time.
Watch out for "running around spiritual mulberry bushes."  Far too often when Christians are sharing with Mormons it ends up being an endless chase from one doctrine to the next without resolving any one particular issue.  The next opportunity you come across in sharing Christ with a Mormon, simply suggest that you talk about one thing at a time.  It is quite common that the reason for running around the mulberry bush is because you have asked a question that the Mormon does not have an answer for, and so they respond by simply referring to another problem that they have with Christianity. If we truly loved the Mormons we would keep them focused and challenge them to deal with the Biblical evidence regarding significant doctrinal contentions.
Christian Resources on Mormonism

The God-Makers, Ed Decker and Dave Hunt (book and film)

Letters To A Mormon Elder, James White (at right)
Saints Alive In Jesus (Ed Decker), www.saintsalive.com
Alpha Ministries (Dennis Robbins), www.alphamin.org
Mormon converts

Greg Vettel, http://www.dtl.org/cults/article/mormons.htm
Greg Mahdesian, http://home.earthlink.net/~gmahdesian/

Websites for Mormon Apologetics
The LDS Website – www.lds.org

FAIR – Foundation for Apologetic Information & Resources – www.fairlds.org
Light Planet – www.lightplanet.com/home
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"False opinions are like false money, struck first of all by guilty men and thereafter circulated by honest people who perpetuate the crime without knowing what they are doing."


Joseph De Maistre 1753-1821,�French Diplomat, Philosopher








