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THE FOUNDER:  MARY ANNE MORSE BAKER (1821-1910)

· Born in 1821, near Concord, New Hampshire, to strict Congregationalists (strong on election and predestination), she was the youngest of six children, nervous and sickly.  Semi-invalid with a spinal sickness, seizures and nervous collapses, she missed school and was tutored by her older brother.

· Glover.  At age 22 (1843), she married George Glover who died of yellow fever 6 months later while she was pregnant.  After a 1,000 mile carriage trip home, Mary was never again well or free from pain, and started using morphine.  Her young son had to live elsewhere.
· Patterson.  At age 32 (1853), she married dentist Daniel Patterson.  She was unhappy, emotionally unstable and ill.  He had several adulterous affairs, they separated after 13 years (1866), divorced after 20 years.
· Eddy.  At age 56, she married Asa Eddy who died five years later.
“DR.” PHINEAS P. QUIMBY  

· In 1862, Mary heard reports that Dr. Quimby of Maine was obtaining remarkable cures with “medicine” (mesmerism and hypnotism) and traveled to see him.  She believed she was healed by Quimby who had “recovered Jesus’ own healing methods,” and she even gave speeches praising his “Spiritual Science Healing Disease” which he called “the Science of the Christ.”  Later, she said he only healed by human willpower.
· Mrs. Patterson derived almost all of her core teachings of Christian Science from Quimby - claimed divine.  After he died, she extensively plagiarized his work.  CS says he got his ideas from her.

THE DISCOVERY
· Quimby died in January, 1866.  On February 1, 1866, Mary fell on ice and said that she was nearly fatally injured, but on the third day, after reading Matthew 9:2-8, the healing truth dawned upon her.  This was when she discovered “The Christ Science or divine laws of Life, Truth and Love” and began to write.  (Her doctors wrote an affidavit that she was never fatal, and she wrote to a doctor in mid-February saying she was slowly failing).
· April, 1866, Mary left her husband, Mr. Patterson, and started teaching pupils her system for healing - $300 for 12 lessons, then they became “doctors.”
· 1875.  She published Science and Health with A Key To The Scriptures, the textbook of Christian Science (published by herself since no publisher would).  Her followers also began Sunday morning meetings where she preached.
· 1877.  She married her first graduate, Asa Eddy (who died 5 years later).

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST (1879)

· The Church of Christ, Scientist was incorporated in 1879 to “reinstate primitive Christianity and its lost element of healing.” Mary drafted the tenets and was its first pastor.
· 1881 – Massachusetts Metaphysical College starts.
· 1885-91 – Unitarian minister, James Wiggin, overhauled Science and Health.  Mary again fell ill (was overtaken by “malicious animal magnetism”) from her opponents.  She got dentures, started to wear glasses and started morphine injections again.  Popular NY pastor, Augusta Stetson, emerging as a leader and was kicked out.  Josephine Woodbury was kicked out for claiming virgin birth.
· 1908 - Christian Science Monitor, one of the best news organizations in the world, began. 

· “The Bible and Science & Health are the pastors of the planet” - no sermons at services.  Wednesdays are testimony meetings.  Books against the Science are forbidden - reading rooms.
· There is no way to tell how many follow CS, since publishing the data is not permitted by the CS Church.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE BELIEFS

· Source of Authority:  Although Christian Science claims the Bible as itS final authority, Science and Health is accepted as the only true interpretation of the Scriptures.  Mrs. Eddy claimed that she received it by revelation from God.  At CS services, the 2nd Reader reads from the Bible, and the 1st Reader then reads from Science and Health.
· Bible:  They believe the Bible is in error both in the original manuscripts and English versions, whereas Science and Health has no errors.  
· Historical contents of the Bible “are no more important ... than the history of Europe; but the spiritual application bears upon our eternal life.”
· The literal rendering of the Scriptures makes them nothing valuable . . . metaphysical rendering is health and peace and hope for all.”  Spiritualizing!

· Basic Denials:  The central tenet in CS is that matter, evil (sin) disease and death are the four great unrealities.  

· Matter:  Only God exists, and He is Spirit; matter is an illusion.  “There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter.  All is infinite Mind, and its infinite manifestation, because God is All-in-all.  Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error.  Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal.”  Our minds and senses are “nothing claiming to be something - error creating other errors.”
· Sin or evil is a false belief; believing the error; like the fear of a bad dream.
· Disease is a mental illusion that the body, which you do not have, is sick; only the mind is sick with error.
· Death is also an illusion, a lie about the end of a mortal life which doesn’t exist in reality.  No person, even Mrs. Eddy, has had enough faith to overcome death, but someone may finally do so.
· God:  The trinity is denied as being polytheistic. God is All-in-all, the Divine Principle, Life, Truth, Love, omnipotent good, infinite Mind, the only intelligence of the universe.  God is more impersonal principle than a personal being.  Eddy liked Elohim and “I Am,” but did not like the Jehovah of the Jews.
· Creation is a reflection of God’s ideas and is only spiritual, not material, though our imperfect minds perceive it as material.  
· Angels are God’s thoughts passing to man.  
· The Devil is the personification of false belief.  
· Souls are reflections of the Divine Soul or Mind.

· Jesus Christ:  Jesus was a man who lived 1900 years ago.  In healing the sick, Jesus demonstrated that healing followed an understanding of the divine principle of the non-reality of matter.  
· “Christ” was not a title of Jesus but was his message - the idea of Christian Science - the idea was the Savior, not the person.
· Jesus was conceived by God in the mind of the virgin Mary who then conceived physically with Joseph.  Jesus was the Son of God in the sense of being God’s idea, just like any of us.  He was fallible, deceptive and in error on certain points (like when he called a disease a disease).

· Jesus entertained wrong ideas, but had enough faith in CS so that he did not really suffer or die or rise from the dead.  
· The blood of Jesus meant nothing - his atonement was his message of the four non-realities.  The ascension was the disciples higher understanding of the Christ-idea.

· Holy Spirit:  A gift of God’s true thoughts to man.
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PERFECT TIMING





In 1866, a year after the end of the American Civil War, America’s bloodiest conflict, Eddy came forth with a philosophy of life, truth, love and healing.





America still considered itself “Christian,” but there was a strong belief that religion was out and science would finally make us a better society.





How well do you think those ideas would market in America at that time?








Do these ideas sound familiar?





Eddy espoused ideas almost identical to Hinduism and New Age. God is an impersonal force; creation is an eminence, a projection of thought energy, by that force.  Everything is God – pantheism!





CHECK IT OUT 


Website promoting Christian Science:





www.endtime.org


www.tfccs.com


www.spirituality.com


www.marybakereddylibrary.org








