


CHRISTIAN SCIENCE BELIEFS (Continued)
Man: Man has no body; God is the Spirit-Mind, and man, made in his image, is also spirit; he is a reflection of the mind of God, God’s idea, and possesses no life, intelligence or creativity of his own.  That man was created from dust is a lie from the Jehovistic account of creation.  Paul was also wrong in talking about the body and flesh. Man is perfect and is eternal since he is a part of God.
Sin:  CS holds that the Fall is a myth; there is no fallen state of being, for there is no inverted image of God.  Adam was not literal but was a synonym for error.  They allegorize every other part of the Eden story.  There is neither original sin nor actual sin because there is no evil.  When we think we sin, we are victims of an illusion created by our mortal mind.
Salvation:  CS holds that Jesus was a fallible and deceptive man who entertained “beliefs of the flesh” yet he did have the faith to cheat death - he never suffered or died.  Jesus brought us “Christ” which was the message of the divine principle (the non-reality of matter, evil, etc.).  Jesus’ blood meant nothing, and God had no wrath to be appeased.  Jesus came to save us from false beliefs, the “bad dreams” of perceived reality; there is no real sin or evil, and thus, no need of salvation as Christians know it.

The Church:  They believe CS is the only true church.  There is no communion - the Last Supper was the partaking of spiritual truth from heaven; baptism is symbolic for the purification of the mind.

Future Events:  The universe is the idea of the Divine Mind so it can have no cataclysmic end.  Man passes through a belief called death, and if he cannot overcome this belief as Jesus did, he must go through “probation” to overcome the illusion that matter, sickness and sin exist - to experience “the death of error.”  There is no hell - hell is “mortal belief.” There is no heaven - heaven is harmony with God.

EVALUATING FALSE HEALING

Science & Health says that the sick are not healed “merely by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing there is none.”  The miracles of the Bible were not supernatural – Jesus regarded health and good as the normal state, and illness as a matter of evil thinking.  Eddy claimed to have healed people of tuberculosis, cancer, and diphtheria.  

· No doctor was ever present at these healings, and in her reports, no names, dates or places were ever given.  

· She also refused to heal the same sickness twice, even when given repeated offers by physicians.  

· She further refused to cure her granddaughter, her sister-in-law and a close friend from painful illnesses that led to death.

· She, herself, suffered from emotional instability (rocked to sleep in an adult-sized crib for the last decade of her life), bad teeth and poor eyesight.
Since she categorically denied the central teachings of the Bible, her healing power did not come from God.  Thus, we have three alternatives: 1) They never happened, 2) they were the result of emotional hysteria (psychosomatic healing for psychosomatic illness), or 3) they were the doing of Satan to create a counterfeit to true Christianity.  Alfred Farlow, once the President of Mother Church, denied ever having seen Eddy cure anyone of an organic disease.

TAKING IN SOME BIG MONEY

Let it be said that Eddy made big bucks.  Analysts say she made the efforts of Russell and Judge Rutherford of the Jehovah’s Witnesses in the same era, look like child’s play!  She charged $4,000 students $300 for a brief course on healing.  She once sold a book containing one sentence for $3.00, which all the faithful were compelled to buy.  There were many other fund-raising scandals as well, and Eddy lived lavishly for someone who did not believe in material possessions!
NEW AGE PARALLELS
Christian Science is neither Christian nor science.  The only thing that comes close to it is the New Age ideas that were basically repackage Hinduism without the names of gods.

The New Age Movement is a form of humanism stressing the exaltation of man as God (or part of an impersonal God) through the discovery of truth, light and worth in one’s inner self by engaging in meditation and seeking the assistance of guiding spirits.  Thus, it has also been dubbed “Cosmic Humanism.”  
The New Age Movement is actually old-age Hindu pantheism (no personal God, God is in all) repackaged for western consumption.  Just like its secular predecessor, it is still self-oriented, makes no moral demands, requires no humbling of oneself, and has no absolute revealed “Word of God,” but unlike Christian Science and secular humanism, it accepts all religions as ways to become one with the impersonal God-force.  Incidentally, the teaching of “an impersonal God toward which we are all heading” is at the core of Hinduism, Buddhism, Freemasonry, Spiritism, Scientology, Christian Science, the Theosophical Society, and the Unity School - which have many ritualistic similarities to the occult.

EVANGELIZING THOSE IN CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
1. Remember the general rules about witnessing to cultists.  See previous handouts about kindness, listening, not letting them jump subjects when you ask a question, etc.

2. A good belief system has one overwhelming characteristic - Consistency:

· Logically Consistent - Does it contain contradictions (i.e., If God is all, and all is God, there should be no mortal mind which produces error)?

· Consistent With Experience - Does it throw light on our experiences and explain them easily and naturally (pain and death are illusions)?

· Consistent With External Reality - Does it harmonize with that which is scientifically proven about the world (like the earth is not flat)? 

· Consistent with Internal Reality - Does it harmonize with that which we know about ourselves (i.e., we think, we remember, we feel, we are conscious of right and wrong, we feel guilt, we love, we are creative, we desire significance)?

· Consistent With Practice - Can it be consistently followed from day to day in my thoughts and actions without imperiling me or will I have to borrow ideas from another belief system?

* from Faith & Reason, by Ronald Nash
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Healing is but changing the consciousness. As we begin to apprehend the perfect man, the imperfect man disappears, and it seems to the senses as if healing had been wrought. The change is not physical, but it is a dissipation of the erroneous senses, leaving in place thereof the true conception of man.
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