
FOUNDERS & LEADERS

William Miller - The Second Advent

Born in 1782 in the northeastern United States, into a Christian home, William became a skeptic and rejected the Bible.  At age 34, he gave his life to Christ and studied the Bible intensely on his own.  At the end of two years, he was convinced the Lord would return sometime between March, 1843 and March, 1844 (the Jewish calendar year).

Basis of Miller’s Prophecy:  Daniel 9:24-27
· In the prophecy of the 70 “weeks” (or 70 sevens) of Israel, one day = one year.  From the command to restore Jerusalem until it was restored would be 7 “weeks” or 49 years, and until Messiah would be 69 “weeks” or 483 years.

· Artaxerxes I gave the command to rebuild the Temple and clean up Jerusalem in March of 457 BC.

457BC - 7 weeks (49 yrs) = 408BC  

408BC - 62 weeks (434 years) = 27AD

* Miller used 490 years and didn’t remove year “0” so he came up with 33 AD.

BUT THEN, Miller applied the day-year prophecy to Daniel 8:9-14, saying that 2300 days (6 yrs, 4 mos) equaled 2300 years, started the calculation also at 457BC and came out with 1843-44.  The cleansing of the sanctuary was the return of Christ to the sanctuary of earth.

Hiram Edson - The Heavenly Sanctuary

Jesus didn’t come back by March, 1844, but the day after the “Great Disappointment,” a follower named Edson saw a vision that the “cleansing of the sanctuary” was Jesus entering the Holy of Holies in heaven to cleanse it.

Joseph Bates - The Seventh Day

Bates was a sea captain and a follower of the “Millerites” or “Miller Adventists.”  Bates wrote that the Pope changed the Sabbath to Sunday and anyone who followed it would be worshipping the Papal Beast, receive his mark and be judged as unbelievers (Rev. 14:6-12).  The remnant of 144,000 believers who would not receive the mark were the faithful Adventists.  Note: They have changed this position.

Ellen G. White (1827-1915) - The Prophetess

At age 9, she was struck in the face by a rock thrown by a girl; she was unconscious for three weeks, her nose was broken and face disfigured; she remained sickly for years.  Ellen’s family was “disfellowshipped” from the Methodist church in 1842 after accepting Miller’s teachings.

After the Great Disappointment (22 Oct., 1844), Ellen (age 17) had a vision in prayer of Adventists on a path of light led by Jesus going toward the City of God.  She then began public witnessing, teaching and writing.  She married a preacher named James White, at age 19.  

During the next 20 years, Ellen, whose pen name was E. G. White, claimed to have almost 200 visions.  She became recognised as a prophetess, and almost every aspect of Seventh Day Adventist teaching was bolstered and encouraged by her visions.

· In 2/45 she saw Jesus in the holy of holies as Edson had claimed to see.

· In 4/47, she was taken into the holy of holies, looked in the ark and saw the 4th Commandment with a halo around it confirming Bates’ new teaching.
The Adventists believe “that the gift of the Spirit of prophecy is one of the identifying marks of the remnant church . . . . this gift was manifested in the life of Ellen G. White.”  In 1860, the sanctuary group of Edson, the seventh-day group of Bates and the prophecy group of White formed one group named “Seventh-day Adventist.”
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