
SOURCE OF AUTHORITY

The SDA holds the Protestant position that the Bible only is the sole rule of faith and practice.  All theological beliefs must be measured by its truth, and if out of harmony, then rejected.  

The writings of Ellen G. White are important, but are not considered to be on equal footing with the canon of Scripture which closed with Revelation.  Her writings were not universal but for the SDA and must be tested by the Bible.  
The Gift of Prophecy: One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church and was manifested in the ministry of Ellen. G. White . As the Lord's messenger, her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of truth which provide for the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction. They also make clear that the Bible is the standard by which all teaching and experience must be tested. (Joel 2:28, 29; Acts 2:14-21; Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 12:17; 19:10.) (Excerpted from www.adventist.org)
The reason many have labeled the SDA as a cult is because of their “cult mentality” – extremely strong domination of the Whites during their lives (to the destruction of anyone who questioned or opposed them), the teaching that our new group is the only group to have the truth, and the demonization of mainstream evangelical groups that differ.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS - DOCTRINE
Doctrine:  From a fundamental-evangelical standpoint, the Seventh-Day Adventists and fine on the doctrines of God, the deity and eternity of Christ (angel Michael was a theophany), and the Holy Spirit.

Christ atoned for our sin on the cross, but applied it in two phases; 1) He provided forgiveness of sin from the ascension to 22/10/1844; 2) After that, He began the Investigative Judgment, in which a name comes before the Throne, the books are opened (Rev 20:12) and Jesus acts as Advocate for deceased believers after which their sins are blotted out in the heavenly holy of holies.  Before Jesus returns (no rapture), all sins are placed by Christ on Satan as the “Scapegoat” (Lev. 16).  Then believers are re-created by God, the Millennium takes place in heaven, Satan is loosed and Christ returns to earth.

Preservation of the Sabbath: The beneficent Creator, after the six days of Creation, rested on the seventh day and instituted the Sabbath for all people as a memorial of Creation. The fourth commandment of God's unchangeable law requires the observance of this seventh-day Sabbath as the day of rest, worship, and ministry in harmony with the teaching and practice of Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with God and one another. It is a symbol of our redemption in Christ, a sign of our sanctification, a token of our allegiance, and a foretaste of our eternal future in God's kingdom. The Sabbath is God's perpetual sign of His eternal covenant between Him and His people. Joyful observance of this holy time from evening to evening, sunset to sunset, is a celebration of God's creative and redemptive acts. (Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Luke 4:16; Isa. 56:5, 6; 58:13, 14; Matt. 12:1-12; Ex. 31:13-17; Deut. 5:12-15; Heb. 4:1-11; Lev. 23:32; Mark 1:32.)
Soul Sleep: Man is a soul, not has a soul.  At death, all men are in unconscious sleep until the resurrection.

No Hell (Annihilationism):  After the resurrection, believers go to heaven and unbelievers, along with Satan and demons, are annihilated in the Lake of Fire – the more wicked, the longer you burn.  There is no hell.
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