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THE SET-UP - A FALSE EXTREME

Most of the 20th Century, educators, musicians and the media have worked to get Europe and America to adopt a thoroughly secular humanism which holds that there is no supernatural world, the material world is all that exists, and man as his own god must make his own morals and shape his own destiny.  But humans are spiritual creatures and innately want to believe in God, and so, while humanism was comfortable, secularism was not.  

SEEKING GOD . . . AND FINDING IT’S YOU

Enter the New Age Movement - which is a form of humanism stressing the exaltation of man as God (or part of an impersonal God) through the discovery of truth, light and worth in one’s inner self by engaging in meditation and seeking the assistance of guiding spirits.  Thus, it has also been dubbed “Cosmic Humanism.”  The New Age Movement is actually old-age Hindu pantheism (no personal God, God is in all) repackaged for western consumption.  Just like its secular predecessor, it is still self-oriented, makes no moral demands, requires no humbling of oneself, and has no absolute, revealed “Word of God,” but unlike secular humanism, it accepts all religions as ways to become one with the impersonal God-force.  Incidentally, the teaching of an impersonal God toward which we are all heading is at the core of Hinduism, Buddhism, Freemasonry, Spiritism, Scientology, Christian Science, the Theosophical Society, and the Unity School - which have many ritualistic similarities to the occult.

MAGIC!

In addition to being a nice little self-oriented, self-exalting, self-enhancing all-inclusive religion, it taps into the supernatural powers of Satan, and miraculous things happen such as out-of-body experiences, levitation, conversations with spirits, etc.  First, let’s look at some of its key ideas.

New Age Ideas

	Original Lies

of Genesis 3
	Modern 

Idea
	Classical Names
	Resulting 

Beliefs
	Contemporary 

Manifestations

	You will be like God
	I am God
	Pantheism
	God is a (the) Force

God is all that exists

Matter is illusionary

We are all God
	Animal rights

Environmentalism

Human potential

Deity of man

	You shall not surely die
	I determine my own destiny.
	Reincarnation
	The circle of life

Karma

No coming judgment

Evolution of the soul
	Studies in death

No fear of suicide

Death is an adventure



	You will know good and evil
	I determine my own morals
	Relativism
	No moral absolutes

Morality depends on the situation

Evil is illusionary

Man’s problem is not evil but ignorance
	Immorality

Libertine mentality

Rock music

God is both good and evil

	Your eyes will be opened
	I have all the knowledge I need.
	Esotericism
	Evolutionary jump of mankind

Harmonic Convergence

Consult inner guides and ascended masters
	Drugs

Horoscopes

Astrology

Channeling

TM, Yoga

Contact with the occult 

Become one with God


                                            * From Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy For This New Age, Lutzer & DeVries, Victor, 1990.

IDENTIFYING FACTORS

The New Age Movement is also known as the Age of Aquarius (as opposed to the Piscean Age - the era of Christianity), the New Consciousness, Cosmic Humanism, the New Globalism, the New World Order, New Orientalism, etc.  Its symbols are the rainbow, pyramids, crystals, rays of light, points of light, a circle of light.  Three key proponents are Marilyn Ferguson (The Aquarian Conspiracy), Shirley MacLaine (Out On A Limb, Dancing In The Light), and Napoleon Hill (Think And Grow Rich).

REPACKAGING AND MARKETING

Although Satan wants the allegiance of mankind to lead them to destruction, he must appear as a helper of mankind.  To market Hindu ideas, you have to change terminology and adapt the ideas so that people can keep their possessions, their money, their ego and satisfy their desires - hence, the New Age Movement is not pure Hinduism or Eastern Religion.  Let’s look at four “for instances”:

1. BUSINESS:  Businesses want to make money.  You can’t advertise a business seminar “How to Become A Hindu” and have three men in turbans and gowns greet people at the door.  No one will come.  Rather, you have “Increasing Sales By Keeping Your Focus” and have your people in conservative suits.  Hill’s book has sold millions of copies, and in the back, he says he got all of his ideas from the spirits of Masters.  Businesses have flocked to these seminars as a means of overcoming a productivity slump, but have had very limited success.

2. HEALTH:  Americans (and American-wanna-be’s) feel guilty about their weight and eating habits.  Again, you can’t market “The Hindu Diet,” but what could be better than the “Living Foods Diet” where your body responds to the life within the vegetables you’re eating, and not to “dead” canned vegetables or animals.  BE CAREFUL!  In this area, there is much truth mixed with error.  There is nothing wrong with eating fresh and healthy foods.  The chief error is to combine the mind science with physical sciences in a “holistic” approach.  Mind over matter.  Terms like “equilibrium,” or “alignment” or “releasing natural and spiritual forces,” etc. give an indication of New Age thought.  Crystals and channeling are also used for physical and emotional healing later on.

Can we eat these foods and take these vitamins?  How about listening to New Age music?  How about hanging crystals from the car mirror?

3. “SCIENTIFIC” GUIDANCE:  People want to feel good about themselves and about their future.  Again, not “Helda the Witch Foretells Your Future,” but rather “Astroflash!  Let the computers and the stars work for you - A complete astrological study.”  Anything dubbed “scientific” or done with computers must be OK.  A big fad is combining “modern science and technology with ancient wisdom” like in the area of crystals which are said to emit subatomic particles which affect the energy vibrations of the body and align your mind and health.  There is an Internet store where you can order hundreds of different crystals, each certified, and each for a different purpose - depression, guilt, spinal alignment, etc.

4. EDU-TAINMENT:  The movies and television have popularized New Age concepts (Star Wars, Lion King, Pocahontas, Angels Among Us, etc.).  USA schools can’t teach religion but can teach New Age meditation.  The news media has given focus to the emerging movement of angels, friendly spirits, demonic spirits, supernatural helpers, crystals and UFOs, and publish testimonials of healings.  Look at the huge occult and New Age sections in Estoril books!

THE BASIC IDEA


Nirvana


THE ASTRAL PLANE

The Ascended Masters

Jesus (Maitreya)   Buddha   Krishna   Elohim   Michael   Kuan Yin   Justinius   St. Germain

Mukti

CREATURES OF EARTH

Reincarnation


QUOTES
Psalm 46:10  “Be still, and know that I am God.” King David was a New Ager?!  Ophrah Winfrey
“Christ’s claims to deity are in fact the pattern for every person.  You and I are really gods in the making, each of us to be realized when we become one with the Father.”  Rev. Gene Seely, United Methodist Minister
“The Bible is a great repository of ancient wisdom, and Jesus was one of the most enlightened of men.  He is one of many in the ascended realm to bring us to God-consciousness.  I am a Christian; He was the door to the spiritual realm for me; someone else may feel Buddha is best, and that’s OK.”

INFLUENCING THE CHURCH 

Satan has used several prongs of self-oriented theology to set up Christians to swallow New Age thinking which places man at the center of his universe and calls on divinity to assist him.

INNER HEALING:  Because of the damage a godless society has inflicted on people, there is much emphasis on inner healing and a good self-concept.  The problem comes in believing that God’s aim and the message of the gospel is primarily our healing, a man-centered message which will cause one to look at sin as “anything which robs my self-esteem,” including humbling myself before others or in obedience to God.  “Love yourself unconditionally - God did” has a good ring, but tends to rid one of any thought of guilt or repentance.  No one in the Bible who met God felt that way.  So we shift from the truth of the Bible to our feelings about who God is - our God becomes what/who we need.  We tap into God to have our needs met.  God ends up being made relevant to man, rather than vice versa.

THE BRIDGE OF MIND SCIENCES:  “If you can conceive of it, and you can believe it, you can receive it.”  There is a strong emphasis on “full and powerful imaginations and meditations” to achieve God’s blessing.  “I am the power - it is the God-power within me.”  “You can decree what God is obligated to do.”  This is the “name-it-and-claim-it” crowd of the “Prosperity Gospel” and they use the same meditative and mind-force principles as New Agers.

THE BRIDGE OF POWER ENCOUNTERS:  Many believers claim to have had visits with angels and even Jesus - “they must have been - they spoke the truth!”  So did other demons in Mark 3:11 and in Acts 16:17.  One of the signs of the times will be “power, miracles and lying wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9).  The news of these has caused many to desire “power encounters” and seek involvement with the spiritual warfare some of which ends up in divination.  There is also an increasing teaching among Charismatics that when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, “you are God.”  Thus, when you speak, the words are the words of God.
SOME VERSES TO REMEMBER

Matthew 24:24

 “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.

Galatians 1:6-8

I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

2 Corinthians 11:3-4

But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.  And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

Isaiah 2:6

For You have forsaken Your people, the house of Jacob, because they are filled with eastern ways; they are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they are pleased with the children of foreigners.
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