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A POWER TRIP

Moses is one of the most frequently mentioned people in the Bible.  In Hebrew tradition, Abraham and Moses are most important – like Washington and Lincoln to Americans.

Many years later, Stephen (a Jew with a Greek name) was one of the servant-leaders of the first Christians in Jerusalem after Jesus died.  In Acts 7, he gives a speech to a Jewish crowd and mentions Moses.  Read Acts 7:20-29.

What kind of background did Moses have?  

What was Moses trying to prove in killing the Egyptian?

What does this tell us about his plans and aspirations?

How old was Moses when he left Egypt and where did he go?

CRISIS – THE DEATH OF A VISION

Read Hebrews 11:24-26.  What were the choices that Moses had to make?

How did these choices affect Moses’ “upward mobility” in Egypt?

Have you ever had to suffer because you identified yourself with God’s people, God’s Word or doing the right thing?

MOSES’ NEW DESERT HOME

Read Exodus 2:15-22.  With whom did Moses make his home?

What did Moses look like to the shepherdesses?

Who were Zipporah and Gershom?

Exodus 2:23 mentions that a long time transpired.  According to Acts 7:30, how long did Moses live in Midian?

What might be some reasons that God left Moses in the desert for 40 years?

How many years passed before Jesus began his work?   The Apostle Paul?





WHEN GOD DELAYS

Read Exodus 2:23-25.  In the process of time, the Pharaoh who wanted to kill Moses died.  The only Pharaoh to live more than 30 years during this time (@1478-1445 BC) was Thutmose III.  Scholars put 1445 BC as the exodus from Egypt.  So, for perhaps 33 years, this Pharaoh really put the screws to the Hebrews.

Where was God in all of this?

1. THE UNKNOWN.  There are a lot of facts we don’t know about from Scripture.  God was ordering the timing and the circumstances for His glory and Israel’s good.  For instance, when the Hebrews left, the Egyptians gave them huge treasures.  Perhaps God was building Egyptian sympathy for the Hebrews.

2. BUILDING DESIRE.  God was preparing Israel to want to leave.  We will see later that as soon as times got hard, Israel wanted to return to Egypt.  Egypt was a place of great food, nice climate, and productive land.  Israel was NOT in bitter bondage for 400 years.  Exodus 1 says that during the 400 years they were made slaves and they served with rigor.  But this new Pharaoh put them in bitter bondage.

3. INTRODUCING HIMSELF.  God wanted the Hebrews to turn to him as their helper.  The slavery became so hard that they “cried out,” something they had not done before.  Most of the Hebrews did not know God by this time.  God allows human evil to push individuals and nations back to Him.  In the chapters that follow, God will show Israel repeated and undisputable miracles, and still, most will not believe in him.

Romans 8:28 says that God is orchestrating all things for our good.  Not all things are good, but together they work for good.  As a general rule, God has chosen to give each of us the ability to choose – to choose good or evil.  He will not stop human evil, but he can use it for good.

GOD HEARS

Exodus 2:24-25 tells us four things that God did:

· God ______________

· God ______________

· God ______________

· God ______________

God is an eternal spirit.  Romans 11:33 says that his ways are past finding out.  Thus, God often expresses himself in human ways in the Scriptures – his eyes search the earth, his hand is not too short to save, etc.  These are called “anthropomorphisms.”  When God “remembered” his covenant with Abraham, it isn’t as if he forgot.  It means he decides to act (see Genesis 15:14).


The Refining Of Moses 
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EXODUS





Homework:





Read Exodus 3 & 4





What is God’s name?





What were Moses’ objections and how did God deal with them?
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MILLION-DOLLAR WORD!





“ANTHROPOMORPHISM”





Anthropos - ___________


Morphos - ____________


Meaning:











