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THE PURPOSE OF THE PLAGUES

Read Exodus 7:1-7.  As we learned before, Israel didn’t really know God.  He was a nameless, faceless God they had learned about from a 400 year old verbal tradition.  God’s purposes in bringing these plagues, one by one, was to

1. Show Israel the ________ God

2. Show Egypt their ________ gods

What Egyptian gods did the plagues discredit?

	
	PLAGUE
	EGYPTIAN GODS 
	VERSES
	PHARAOH’S 

RESPONSE

	1
	Water into blood
	Osiris
	7:20-25
	Hardened his heart

	2
	Frog invasion
	Hekt
	8:6-15
	Hardened his heart

	3
	Lice (gnats)
	Seb
	8:17-19
	Hardened his heart

	4
	Flies
	Hatkok
	8:24-32
	Hardened his heart

	5
	Cattle disease
	Apis
	9:6-7
	Hardened his heart

	6
	Boils
	Typhon
	9:10-12
	Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart

	7
	Hail with fire
	Shu
	9:23-35
	Hardened his heart

	8
	Locusts
	Serapia
	10:13-20
	Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart

	9
	Three-day darkness
	Ra
	10:22-29
	Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart

	10
	Death of the firstborn
	Pharaoh
	12:29-32
	Released them; Lord hardened


THE SECOND VISIT TO PHARAOH

Read Exodus 7:8-13 and 2 Timothy 3:1-9.  Paul, a former Jewish Pharisee, draws on rabbinic tradition by mentioning Jannes and Jambres as the two sorcerers who made their staffs turn into serpents.  These were not mere tricks or slight of hand – it was real magic empowered by supernatural forces.  Since the fall of the angel Lucifer, there are only two forces in the spiritual realm – for God and against God.

UNIFIED STRUCTURE IN THE PLAGUES

Many scholars have seen patterns in the plagues.  For instance, 1 & 2 deal with the Nile, 3 & 4 deal with bugs, 5 & 6 deal with diseases on mammals, 7 & 8 deal with crop damage, and 9 and 10 with the darkness of death.

Divide the plagues into triplets.  The first plague in each group, the warning is delivered to Pharaoh in the morning by the water; the second plague is delivered to Pharaoh’s palace, and the third commenced without any warning.  In the first three, Aaron uses the rod; the next three Moses and Aaron work together, and for the last three Moses uses an outstretched arm.
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HARDNESS OF HEART

The narrative makes repeated reference to Pharaoh’s heart.  After the first five plagues, Pharaoh hardened his own heart.  Sometimes he bargained with Moses, offering the Hebrews part of their request, sometimes he didn’t bargain.  But as time went on, the Lord began to harden Pharaoh’s heart.

The Bible our own emotions and wilfullness using bodily parts.  What is “hardness of heart” in our modern vernacular?

Look at these verses.  What do they say about our emotions and willfulness?

· Proverbs 29:1

· Nehemiah 9:16-17, 29

· Isaiah 6:9-10

· Psalm 51:17, Isaiah 57:15

· Romans 2:28-29

· Hebrews 3:7-13

Remember, God gave Pharaoh a chance to change.  But after a time, sin and stubborness compounds and it becomes harder and harder to turn to God.  This is why Jesus said we must come to God as little children – people with tender, trusting and willing hearts!

NEXT TIME – THE DEATH ANGEL AND THE PASSOVER!



The Ten Plagues 
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EXODUS






































Homework





Read Exodus 11-13





What are the elements used in the Passover meal?  What is the direct symbolism?





What kept the firstborn from dying?





Did the Hebrews leave Egypt with much or little?








