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THE CONDITIONAL COVENANT

Read Exodus 19:1-8.  Israel has finally come to The Sinai Desert with the big mountains to the south.  God gave Moses a message to give to Israel – a “conditional covenant.”  What does that mean?  

In verse 5, we see the words “if” and “then.”  Sometimes God makes a covenant that has no conditions, like He did when he told Abraham, “I will make of you a great nation.”  He didn’t use the conditional word “if.”  God was committed to Abraham forever, no matter what.  The Law of Moses (the law God gave to Israel through Moses) is conditional.  If it was broken, God could disregard Israel and chose other people as His special people.

A “covenant” is a _____________ creating a _______________ that can only be dissolved by a higher _______________.  A contract is different, since the two parties can agree to walk away from an agreement.  What are two examples of covenants in our modern society?

1. ______________________

2. ______________________

PREPARING TO MEET GOD

Read Exodus 19:9-25.  God is a spirit.  He has given us the Bible to learn all that we need to know, but there is so much we do not know (see Deuteronomy 29:29).  God has many attributes (eternal, unchanging, etc.), but in this passage, we see His awesome holiness.  

Holiness means __________ from _____ (or powerful purity).  We can see from Genesis 3:22 and Proverbs 15:3 that God sees and knows evil, but because of His powerful holiness, He is never influenced by it.  

The first five books of the Bible stress God’s holiness and power; it is not until we get to Deuteronomy 7:7-8, that we learn that God loves His people.  Things like God’s love forgiveness and grace have little meaning without understanding God’s holiness first!

Here, as a holy and eternal spirit, God enters time and comes to a sin-cursed earth to communicate Himself to mankind.  The affects are amazing – smoke, fire, thundering, earthquakes and trumpet blasts on Mount Sinai!  
· Why was there a death penalty for anyone encroaching on the mountain?

· What did the people do to prepare to meet God?






THE DECALOGUE

Read Exodus 20:1-17.  There were well over 600 commands that God gave to Israel, but the first ten were special, written by the finger of God on two stone tablets.

	THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

	1
	You shall have no other gods before me
	Exodus 20:2-3

	2
	You shall not make for yourself an idol
	Exodus 20:4-6

	3
	You shall not misuse the name of Jehovah your God
	Exodus 20:7

	4
	You shall remember the sabbath day by keeping it holy
	Exodus 20:8-11

	5
	You shall honor your father and mother
	Exodus 20:12

	6
	You shall not murder
	Exodus 20:13

	7
	You shall not commit adultery
	Exodus 20:14

	8
	You shall not steal
	Exodus 20:15

	9
	You shall not give false testimony
	Exodus 20:16

	10
	You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or property
	Exodus 20:17


Do you notice any general division to the Ten Commands?  Read Matthew 22:34-40.  What did Jesus say were the two greatest commands?  

How does this help us see the basic divisions of the Decalogue?

· What command would stop you from worshipping God as one of many gods?

· What is the first commandment with a promise attached?  See also Ephesians 6:1-3.

· How might we misuse God’s name?

· What is the main purpose of the sabbath?

· How is murder different from killing?

· How can we give false testimony?

· What are some other sins tied in with coveting?

THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW

As we’ll see in weeks to come, the law was comprehensive and didn’t just deal with actions – it dealt with heart attitudes like lust and coveting.  God commanded Israel to keep the law, but could anyone keep the law perfectly?  What then was the purpose of the law?

What do Romans 3:19-20 and 7:7-12 tell us was the purpose of the law?
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EXODUS





“Decalogue”


means


___________________
































The Ten 


Commandments





Homework





Read Exodus 21-24.





Do any of these laws sound familiar to you?





What are some laws that surprise you?





Is there any law impacting abortion?





What sort of crimes carried the death penalty?








