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THREE CATEGORIES OF LAWS

As we saw in the last study, the greatest commandment is to love God with your whole being (Deuteronomy 6:4-5), and the second is to love your neighbor as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).  The Ten Commandments are a fleshing out of those two foundational commands and are considered to be the basis for all morality in Judeo-Christian cultures.  

But God gave Israel far more than 10 commands!  When we look at all of the laws in Exodus and Leviticus, we see three categories of law:

	THREE CATEGORIES OF GOD’S LAW

	1
	The Moral Code
	The Ten Commandments (basic commands governing a person’s relationship with God and a person’s relationship with other people).


	Exodus 20:1-17

	[image: image4.wmf]2
	The Social Code
	Statutes covering topics such as diet, sanitation, taxation, servitude, personal injury, crimes, military, marriage, childbirth, sexuality, divorce, etc.


	Exodus 21-24

	3
	The Sacrificial Code
	Laws concerning the offering of sacrifices to cover (atone for) sins.  Sin is breaking the moral or social laws God gave.  These rules included instructions for the tabernacle, priests and national feasts. 
	Exodus 25-40, Book of Leviticus


	THE SOCIAL CODE

	Servants
	21:1-11

	Death Penalties
	21:12-17, 22:18-20

	Tort Law (Injuries)
	21:18-33

	Theft/Burglary/Arson
	22:1-8

	Fornication
	22:16-17

	Protecting the Disadvantaged
	22:18-28

	Justice and Due Process
	23:1-9

	The Sabbatical Year
	23:10-13

	Three National Feasts
	23:14-19

	Conquest Regulations
	23:20-33







DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT

Remember one of our main rules of interpretation – look at things in their context!  God gave His Law to Israel in about 1445 BC.  The Hebrews would soon be going into an area (Canaan) that was full of occult practices, child sacrifices, sexual deviation, and gross injustice.  

God wanted Israel to be distinctly different … so … mixed in with the societal laws, God gave the Hebrews certain “laws of distinction.”  For instance, circumcision and the dietary laws were meant to make Israel distinctively different.  Read Exodus 23:19.  The practice of boiling a kid in its mother’s milk was part of a pagan ritual; hence, they were not to do it.

Read Psalm 19:7-11.  What are the different words David uses for the law?  DON’T read Psalm 119!  It’s the longest Psalm in the Bible!  But read the first few verses and you’ll see that the entire Psalm is about finding meaning and happiness by following God’s law!

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE LAWS
· How long could a Hebrew serve as a hired servant (21:2)?          In the old days, you could become a slave due to crime, debt or military conquest.  Hebrew slaves were humans, not property, and all rights in the law applied to them.

· If he loved his master and wanted to serve him for life, what would be done (21:5-6)?

· What crimes brought the death penalty (21:12-17, 22:18-20)?

· If men are fighting and hit a pregnant woman so that the fetus dies, what is to happen (21:22-25)?

· “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” (21:24) was a guide for judges, not a rule for personal relationships (ha! revenge!).

· If a dog bit a woman and killed her, and the owner knew that the dog was like that, what would be done (21:29)?

· If a man broke into your house and you killed him, would you be responsible for murder (22:2-3)?

· How much interest could you charge someone for a loan (22:25)?

· What does God say about peer pressure in 23:1-3?

THE ANGEL AHEAD OF YOU

Read Exodus 23:20-33.  Who would be traveling in front of Israel as they later moved into Canaan?

What would be the borders of the land of Israel?

At what time did their land extend to those borders?

What were the Israelite strictly forbidden to do?
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EXODUS
































FIRST TIME ‘ROUND


This passage in Exodus was the first giving of the law.  The Book of Deuteronomy (deutero = second) was the second giving of the law by Moses about 40 years later.  God issued more laws as the years went by due to various sins and problems.  Before Moses died, he gave them a second statement of the Law of God.



































The Law 


Of The Lord





Homework





Read Exodus 25-31.





Can you sketch out a floor plan for the Tabernacle?





What was the holiest place in the Tabernacle?























