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THE STONE TABLETS

Read Exodus 31:18.  These are the famous two tablets of stone on which God wrote with his “finger” the Ten Commandments (read also 32:15-16).  Although they were to be placed in the Ark of the Covenant, they did not have a long life.

Although God’s Law was by no means the only code of law in the ancient world (i.e., Hammurabi’s Code), it was unique in that

1. It alleviated the harsh judgments typical of that era;

2. It was egalitarian – the poor and powerful were both under law and received the same punishment

3. It did not separate religious and social law – it recognized that all people are under law, and all law is under God’s authority.

OLD HABITS DIE HARD

Read Exodus 32:1-6.  Israel had been in a land of idols for 400 years; now they followed a faceless spirit with awesome power … but they couldn’t see him.  So, they made him into something they were familiar with – a bull.  

The __________ gods Hapi and Hathor were bull and heifer.  The god of the ______________, Baal, was also a bull.  Bulls were symbols of power and fertility, and “worship” often involved sexual acts.  Now, Israel didn’t say the bull was a foreign god – they said it was Jehovah!  Still, their feast was the same old pagan orgy.

AN UNCOMFORTABLE PARALLEL

How much like Israel we are!  We are continually tempted to shape God to our liking, to make him convenient to obey or ignore, to give him only the characteristics with which we are comfortable.  The gods we create blind us to who God really is, and squeeze him out.  What are some wrong ideas people have about God?  What ideas did you have about God that have changed recently?

SO MUCH FOR GOOD LEADERSHIP!

And don’t feel like you’ll be better off if you follow spiritual leaders – they fall too!  Okay, we might envision some worthless idiot leading this mob – but Aaron?!  One who had seen God’s glory on the mountain?!

We don’t know Aaron’s motivation – perhaps the fear of man.  Read Proverbs 29:25.  Aaron tried to blend God’s truth with people’s doctrinal error.  
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THE MEEK INTERCESSOR 

Read Exodus 32:7-14.  Notice how God tests Moses here … and he passed with flying colors.  What are the two great tests?

1. God assumes Moses’ ______________ of the children of Israel to see if he will buy into the concept, and be moved to do something rash (verses 7-8).

2. God offers to __________ the children of Israel and make a great nation of ___________ (verses 9-10).

What opportunities for personal advancement!  But what did Moses do?

1. Reminded God that the children of Israel were _____  _________.

2. Reminded God that God’s ____________ among the nations was at stake.

3. Reminded God of his ___________ to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

This is a classic example of how to pray.  Moses came meekly, and sought favor with God without self-interest.  He spoke to God as a person speaks to a friend.  Nothing fancy.  He reminded God of his people, his prominence and his promises.  Would God really have destroyed Israel?

CONFRONTING EVIL

Read Exodus 32:15-24.  Joshua thought the music and revelry was the sound of war – any indication of the type of music they were playing?

Moses gave them two tablets for their moral illness.  What was broken spiritually became broken physically.  The idol that was in their hearts, Moses put in their stomachs by making them drink water with gold powder.

Hey, didn’t Aaron come up with a really great excuse?  Like the little girl who told her mommy that an elephant stepped on her dollhouse!

JUDGMENT BY SWORD AND PLAGUE

Read Exodus 32:25-35.  Moses called out his famous words, “Who is on the Lord’s side?”  Perhaps many came, but certainly the Levites.  They were appointed as law enforcement officers, and the law called for the death penalty for idolatry.  The Levites enforced the death penalty, even upon their friends and relatives – hard for any policemen to do.  About ________ people died, and the Lord also struck other people with a plague.

Was Moses ready to destroy these people now?!  No.  What did he offer God in 32:32?  What book is Moses speaking about?  The Book of  ________.  What do the following verses say about it?

· Psalm 69:28 – 

· Daniel 12:1 – 

· Philippians 4:3

· Revelation 20:11-15

· Revelation 21:22-27 - 
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EXODUS





Numbers 12:3





Moses was the meekest man who ever lived.














Written with the finger of God








What was Moses offering here?!




















The Golden 


Calf Incident





Homework





Read Exodus 33 and 34.





Where did Moses meet with God?





What did Moses ask God to do for him?





What did Moses wear when he had finished meeting with God?  Why?

















