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The good life … WITHOUT GOD?

Read Exodus 33:1-6.  God decides to test Moses and teach Israel true repentance with one statement – “ Go into the land flowing with milk and honey … but I will not be with you.  You’re so stiff-necked, I might kill you all along the way.”  

Israel was faced with an interesting prospect – the good life without God.

They became one despondent bunch!  Why?  Because life isn’t truly “good” unless God’s part of it.  How do most people cope without God as part of their life?

FACE TO FACE WITH A FRIEND

Read Exodus 33:7-11.  Moses again became an intercessor for Israel (exactly what God wanted him to do).  He met with God in his own tent outside the encampment (since the tabernacle had not yet been built).  

God revealed himself in some limited, perhaps human, form, and he spoke with Moses face to face as a man speaks to his friend.  Imagine that!  Who was with Moses in the tent?  ___________  Why is that significant?  

Who else was the friend of God according to Isaiah 41:8, James 2:23?

Read Exodus 33:12-17.  Moses again intercedes on behalf of Israel.  Notice again that Moses doesn’t challenge God, but seeks to understand him, he reminds him of his promises, and that Israel is his.  Moses said that it would be better to just stay, than leave without God.  What was God’s response?

REALLY WANTING TO KNOW GOD

Read Exodus 33:18-23.  Moses was sitting face to face with God … but that was not enough for him!  In v. 13 he asked God to teach him his ways so that he could know God.  Here, he asks to see God’s full glory!  Read Psalm 27:4 to hear King David’s highest desire.

What would have happened to Moses if God had honored his request?

What powerful things did God do in response to Moses request?

What does God mean in verse 19 by saying “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion?”





THE COVENANT IS RENEWED

As the Lord’s instruction, Moses cuts two new tablets of stone and goes back up the mountain.

Read Exodus 34:5-11.  Describe the Lord’s attributes in verses 6 and 7.

	Merciful
	

	Gracious
	

	Longsuffering
	

	Goodness
	

	Truth
	

	Keeps mercy
	

	Forgiving
	


What is the difference between iniquity, transgression and sin?

How does God “visit the iniquity of the fathers” on children, grandchildren and great grandchildren?
Read Exodus 34:12-16.  What were the two big prohibitions when the Hebrews entered the land of Canaan?

Why does God call worshipping other gods “playing the harlot?”

Read Exodus 34:29-35.  Why would Moses’ face glow?

When and why did he wear a veil?

THE TABERNACLE AND FURNITURE ARE BUILT

Exodus, chapters 35-40, cover the detailed construction of the Tabernacle, the furniture, the priests garments, etc.  

Read Exodus 40:17.  Israel made its exodus from Egypt in 1445 B.C.  The events of Exodus 12 –40 took one year.  At the first anniversary, the Tabernacle was completed.  The Book of Leviticus (priests and feasts) was written the following month, and the Book of Numbers picks up the story in the month after that.

Read Exodus 40:34-38.  Describe what happened when everything was in place?  

When was Israel’s cue to strike the tents and start moving?

Interesting facts from Leviticus:

· Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu, were killed by the Lord for offering strange fire to the Lord, apparently because they were intoxicated (10:1-11).

· Leviticus 25:10 is the inscription on the Liberty Bell (Jubilee Year).
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EXODUS





The LORD





Remember, in your English Bible, if the Hebrew word has been translated LORD (in all capitals), it is the name “Jehovah.”

















SINS OF THE FATHERS





Max Jukes, a criminal of the 1730s, lived in New York. He did not believe in God and refused to take his children to church, even when they asked to go.  He has had 1,026 descendants: 300 were sent to prison for an average term of 13 years; 190 were public prostitutes; 680 were admitted alcoholics. His family, thus far, has cost the state in excess of $420,000. They made no contribution to society.





Jonathan Edwards lived in the same state, at the same time as Jukes.  He loved the Lord, served God to the best of his ability and reared his children in the teaching of the Bible.  He has had 929 descendants, and of these: 430 were ministers; 86 became university professors; 13 became university presidents; 75 authored good books; 7 were elected to the United States Congress.  One was vice president of this nation.  His family never cost the state once cent but has contributed immeasurably to the life of plenty in this land today.
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Dealing With 


God’s Glory





Homework





Read Numbers 1:1-5, and then 10:11 through chapter 12.





What happened when Israel finally started moving again?





What happened to Aaron and Miriam?

















