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Quotes from Scholars 

Regarding Evolution

Compiled by Dr. Philip Byers, Paleontologist, University of Witwatersrand

The following statements were made by scientists of high standing, the vast majority of them evolutionists.  At the very least I find it extremely difficult to understand why a person, after having read through the following, would maintain that evolution is a fact, or that creationism is a merely 'religious' argument, with no scientific basis for coming to the creationist conclusion.  I have added the boldface type to facilitate clear reading.

One of the reasons I started taking this anti-evolutionary view, or let's call it a non-evolutionary view, was that last year I had a sudden realization that for over twenty years I had thought I was working on evolution in some way.  One morning I woke up and something had happened in the night, and it struck me that I had been working on this stuff for twenty years and there was not one thing I knew about it.  That's quite a shock to learn that one can be so easily misled so long.  Either there was something wrong with me, or there was something wrong with evolutionary theory.  Naturally, I know there is nothing wrong with me, so for the last few weeks I've tried putting a simple question to various groups of people.  

Question is: Can you tell me anything you know about evolution, any one thing, any one thing that is true?  I tried that question on the geology staff at the Field Museum of Natural History and the only answer I got was silence.  I tried it on the members of the Evolutionary Morphology Seminar in the University of Chicago, a very prestigious body of evolutionists, and all I got there was silence for a long time and eventually one person said, 'I do know one thing - it ought not to be taught in high school.'

Dr. Colin Patterson, Senior Paleontologist, British Museum of Natural History

"In fact, evolution became in a sense a scientific religion: almost all scientists have accepted it and many are prepared to 'bend' their observations to fit in with it."

Professor H. S. Lipson, Professor of Physics, University of Manchester

"As we look at the main groups of fossil flora, we find that at definite intervals, they are all at once and quite suddenly there, in full bloom in all their manifold forms, any change is entirely lacking.  This all stands as crass a contradiction to the evolution theory as could possible be imagined. . . All my investigations have led to incredible conclusions on account of which the theory of evolution ought to be entirely abandoned . . . it is a serious obstruction to biological research.

Dr. Heribert Nilsson, Professor of Botany

"There is no clear-cut and inexorable pathway from ape to human being." 

David Pilbeam

"The human fossil record is no exception to the general rule that the main lesson to be learned from paleontology is that evolution always takes place somewhere else." 

Mary Leakey

"The theory of stellar evolution is challenged in a very fundamental way.  The discrepancy between the theory and observation raises the possibility that the theory is incorrect, so that our conclusions based on the theory can no longer be accorded complete confidence."

Roger K. Ulrich, Department of Science, Michigan State University

"It is easy enough to make up stories of how one form gave rise to another, ...but such stories are not part of science, for there is no way of putting them to the test." 

Dr. Colin Patterson, Senior Palaeontologist, British Museum of Natural History

"The result, has been a generation of evolutionary biologists who...can be reduced to babbling by any creationist debater in possession of more than two facts." 

Joe Felsenstein, American Scientist

"Biologists are simply naive when they talk about experiments “designed to test” the theory of evolution.  It is not testable.”

Professor Whitten, Professor of Genetics, University of Melbourne

"Facts do not 'speak for themselves'; they are read in the light of theory." 

Professor Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"I know that, at least in paleoanthropology, data are still so sparse that theory heavily influences interpretations.  Theories have, in the past, clearly reflected our current ideologies instead of the actual data." 

Dr. David Pilbeam, Physical Anthropologist, Yale University

"...science found itself in the unenviable position of having to create a mythology of its own: namely, the assumption that what, after long effort, could not be proved to take place today had, in truth, taken place in the primeval past." 

Loren Eiseley, Ph. D. (anthropology)

"[Darwin's] theory had, in essence, preceded his knowledge.... He could neither accept it himself nor prove it to others.  He simply did not know enough concerning the several natural history fields upon which his theory would have to be based." 

Dr. Barry Gale, Science Historian, Darwin College

"Evolutionism is a fairy tale for grown-ups.  This theory has helped nothing in the progress of science.  It is useless." 

Professor Louis Bounoure, Director of Research, French National Centre for Scientific Research

"Scientists who go about teaching that evolution is a fact of life are great con-men, and the story they are telling may be the greatest hoax ever.  In explaining evolution, we do not have one iota of fact." 

Dr. T.N. Tahmisian, Atomic Energy Commission

"I think, however, that we must go further than this and admit that the only acceptable explanation is creation.  I know that this is anathema to physicists, as indeed it is to me, but we must not reject a theory that we do not like if the experimental evidence supports it."

Professor H. S. Lipson, Professor of Physics, University of Manchester

"Darwin's theory of natural selection has always been closely linked to evidence from fossils, and probably most people assume that fossils provide a very important part of the general argument that is made in favor of Darwinian interpretations of the history of life.  Unfortunately, this is not strictly true." 

Dr. David Raup, Curator of Geology Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago

"....Gould and the American Museum people are hard to contradict when they say there are no transitional fossils....  You say that I should at least 'show a photo of the fossil from which each type of organism was derived.'  I will lay it on the line - there is not one such fossil for which one could make a watertight argument." 

Dr. Colin Patterson, Senior Paleontologist, British Museum of Natural History

"The absence of fossil evidence for intermediary stages between major transitions in organic design, indeed our inability, even in our imagination, to construct functional intermediates in many cases, has been a persistent and nagging problem for gradualistic accounts of evolution." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"Now we see how the astronomical evidence leads to a biblical view of the origin of the world, the details differ, but the essential elements in the astronomical and biblical accounts of Genesis are the same: the chain of events leading to man commenced suddenly and sharply at a definite moment in time, in a flash of light and energy.  This is an exceedingly strange development, unexpected by all but the theologians.  They have always believed the word of the Bible.  But we scientists did not expect to find evidence for an abrupt beginning because we have had until recently such extraordinary success in tracing the chain of cause and effect backward in time....  At this moment it seems as though science will never be able to raise the curtain on the mystery of creation.  For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream.  He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries." 

Robert Jastrow, Director, Goddard Institute for Space Studies (NASA)

"All paleontologists know that the fossil record contains precious little in the way of intermediate forms; transitions between major groups are characteristically abrupt." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"The extreme rarity of transitional forms in the fossil record persists as the trade secret of paleontology.  The evolutionary trees that adorn our textbooks have data only at the tips and nodes of their branches; the rest is inference, however reasonable, not the evidence of fossils. . . Paleontologists have paid an exorbitant price for Darwin's argument.  We fancy ourselves as the only true students of life's history, yet to preserve our favored account of evolution by natural selection we view our data as so bad that we never see the very process we profess to study." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"Despite the bright promise that paleontology provides a means of 'seeing' evolution, it has presented some nasty difficulties for evolutionists the most notorious of which is the presence of 'gaps' in the fossil record.  Evolution requires intermediate forms between species and paleontology does not provide them." 

David B. Kitts, Ph. D. (zoology)

"In spite of these examples, it remains true, as every paleontologist knows, that most new species, genera, and families and that nearly all new categories above the level of families appear in the record suddenly and are not led up to by known, gradual, completely continuous transitional sequences." 

George Gaylord Simpson, Ph. D. (paleontology), Professor of Vertebrate Paleontology, Harvard University

"The fossil record has been elastic enough, the expectations sufficiently robust, to accommodate almost any story."

David Pilbeam

"It is special pleading to rely on gaps, and it is special pleading to propose inadequate preservation.  We would do better to look at what the record really says." 

Professor J. B. Waterhouse, Department of Geology, University of Queensland

"Contrary to what most scientists write, the fossil record does not support the Darwinian theory of evolution because it is this theory (there are several) which we use to interpret the fossil record.  By doing so we are guilty of circular reasoning if we then say the fossil record supports this theory."

Ronald  R. West, Ph. D. (paleoecology and geology)

"I think that, to the unprejudiced, the fossil record of plants is in favour of special creation.  ....Can you imagine how an orchid, a duckweed, and a palm have come from the same ancestry, and have we any evidence for this assumption?  The evolutionist must be prepared with an answer, but I think that most would break down before an inquisition."

Professor E. J. H. Corner, Professor of Tropical Botany, Cambridge University

"The geological record has so far provided no evidence as to the origin of the fishes..."

J. R. Norman, Department of Zoology, British Museum of Natural History

"...none of the known fishes is thought to be directly ancestral to the earliest land vertebrates.  Most of them lived after the first amphibians appeared, and those that came before show no evidence of developing the stout limbs and ribs that characterized the primitive tetrapods.  ....Since the fossil material provides no evidence of other aspects of the transformation from fish to tetrapod, paleontologists have had to speculate how legs and aerial breathing evolved." 

Barbara J. Stahl, Vertebrate History

"There is no fossil evidence of the stages through which the remarkable change from reptile to bird was achieved."

W. E. Swinton, British Museum of Natural History

"It seems, from the complex construction of feathers, that their evolution from reptilian scales would have required an immense period of time and involved a series of intermediate structures.  So far, the fossil record does not bear out that supposition."

Barbara J. Stahl, 'Vertebrate History

"Each species of mammal-like reptile that has been found appears suddenly in the fossil record and is not preceded by the species that is directly ancestral to it."

Tom Kemp, Curator of Zoological Collections, Oxford University Museum

"Moreover, within the slowly evolving series, like the famous horse series, the decisive steps are abrupt, without transition." 

Professor Richard B. Goldschmidt, Professor of Genetics and Cytology, University of California

"The family tree of the horse is beautiful and continuous only in the textbooks.  In the reality provided by the results of research it is.... a very artificial one, since it is put together from non-equivalent parts, and cannot therefore be a continuous transformation series." 

Professor Heribert Nilsson

"In spite of recent findings, the time and place of origin of order Primates remains shrouded in mystery."

Professor A. J. Kelso, Professor of Physical Anthropology, University of Colorado

"...the transition from insectivore to primate is not documented by fossils." 

Elwyn L. Simons, Department of Geology and Geophysics, Yale University

"We're not just evolving slowly.  For all practical purposes we're not evolving.  There's no reason to think we're going to get bigger brains or smaller toes or whatever - we are what we are." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"One is forced to conclude that there is no clear-cut scientific picture of human evolution." 

Dr. Robert Martin, Senior Research Fellow, Zoological Society of London 

"Students of fossil primates have not been distinguished for caution when working within the logical constraints of their subject.  The record is so astonishing that it is legitimate to ask whether much science is yet to be found in this field at all." 

Lord Solly Zuckerman, M.A., M.D., D.Sc. (anatomy)

"Modern apes, for instance, seem to have sprung out of nowhere.  They have no yesterday, no fossil record.  And the true origin of modern humans - of upright, naked, tool-making, big-brained beings - is, if we are to be honest with ourselves, an equally mysterious matter." 

Dr. Lyall Watson (anthropologist)

"The problem with a lot of anthropologists is that they want so much to find a hominid that any scrap of bone becomes a hominid bone."

Dr. Tim White (anthropologist), University of California

"How the dinosaurs became extinct, how the mammals evolved, where man came from.  ....All one can learn about the history of life is learned from systematics, from groupings one finds in nature.  ....We have access to the tips of a tree, the tree itself is theory and people who pretend to know about the tree and to describe what went on with it, how the branches came off and the twigs came off are, I think, telling stories.” 

Dr. Colin Patterson, Senior Paleontologist, British Museum of Natural History

"No matter how numerous they may be, mutations do not produce any kind of evolution.  ....Mutants are present within every population, from bacteria to man.  There can be no doubt about it.  But to the evolutionist, the essential lies elsewhere: in the fact that mutations do not coincide with evolution." 

Pierre-Paul Grasse, President, French Acadamy of Science

"In the meantime, the educated public continues to believe that Darwin has provided all the relevant answers by the magic formula of random mutation plus natural selection - quite unaware of the fact that random mutations turned out to be irrelevant and natural selection a tautology." 

Arthur Koestler

"To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree." 

Dr. Tim White (anthropologist), University of California

"Instead of finding the gradual unfolding of life, what geologists of Darwin's time, and geologists of the present day actually find is a highly uneven or jerky record; that is, species appear in the sequence very suddenly, show little or no change during their existence in the record, then abruptly go out of the record.  And it is not always clear, in fact it's rarely clear, that the descendants were actually better adapted than their predecessors.  In other words, biological improvement is hard to find."

Dr. David M. Raup, Curator of Geology, Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago

"To insist, even with Olympian assurance, that life appeared quite by chance and evolved in this fashion, is an unfounded supposition which I believe to be wrong and not in accordance with the =

facts." 

Pierre-Paul Grasse, President, French Acadamy of Science

"In general, dates in the 'correct ball park' are assumed to be correct and are published, but those in disagreement with other data are seldom published nor are discrepancies fully explained."

Richard L. Mauger, Ph.D. (geology), Associate Professor of Geology, East Carolina University

"If a C14 date supports our theories, we put it in the main text.  If it does not entirely contradict them, we put it in a foot-note.  And if it is completely 'out of date', we just drop it." 

T. Save-Soderbergh (Institute of Egyptology) and I.U. Olsson (Institute of Physics); University of Uppsala, Sweden; in "C14 Dating and Egyptian Chronology"

"And this poses something of a problem: if we date the rocks by their fossils, how can we then turn around and talk about patterns of evolutionary change through time in the fossil record?" 

Niles Eldredge, American Museum of Natural History 

"For nearly 30 years working with recent geological graduates, I have to teach each one to forget the theories he was taught, just observe what is actually there and record it." 

A. C. M. Laing, 'Letters to the Editor', The Australian Geologist

"Paleontologists (and evolutionary biologists in general) are famous for their facilities in devising plausible stories; but they often forget that plausible stories need not be true." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"The reasonable view was to believe in spontaneous generation; the only alternative, to believe in a single, primary act of supernatural creation.  There is no third position.  ....Most modern biologists, having reviewed with satisfaction the downfall of the spontaneous generation hypothesis, yet unwilling to accept the alternative belief in special creation, are left with nothing." 

Professor George Wald, Professor of Biology, Harvard University

"The temptation to believe that the Universe is the product of some sort of design, a manifestation of subtle aesthetic and mathematical judgement, is overwhelming.  The belief that there is 'something behind it all' is one that I personally share with, I suspect, a majority of physicists." 

Paul Davies, New Scientist

"The fossils that decorate our family tree are so scarce that there are still more scientists than specimens.  The remarkable fact is that all the physical evidence we have for human evolution can still be placed, with room to spare, inside a single coffin." 

Dr. Lyall Watson, Science Digest

"The scientist's religious feeling takes the form of a rapturous amazement, at the perfect harmony of natural law, which reveals intelligence of such superiority, that compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection."

Professor Albert Einstein

"Why should we accept the spontaneous origin of life?  If considered as an observable phenomenon, in any other sphere of human thought, it would be discarded as a figment of a deranged brain.  Is there any evidence of a dynamic (extremely complicated) machine coming into existence (spontaneously)?  The belief in the spontaneous origin of life is a negation of the very principles of Science." 

Professor James Gray

"Ants are the most abundant in fossil of any animal; eleven thousand specimens have been examined ...and in spite of millions of years, contrary to expectation, and a most disconcerting fact to the evolutionist ...the most ancient are as we find them today, and thus were, as the Bible states, created." 

Maurice Maeterlinck, Naturalist

"Man's brain from his creation has the same potential as now.  ....Man's brain capacity has not increased.  ....Man and his rise now appear short in time - explosively short.  ....Whatever the forces involved in the production of the human brain, a long, slow competition of human groups would not result in such similar mental potentialities among all people everywhere.  Something - some other factor - has escaped our attention." 

Dr. Alfred Russel Wallace

"Between space - absolutely empty space, and space filled with even the most rarified matter, there is a gulf which no theory of Evolution has been able to pass, or explain.  Nothing cannot produce matter.

Sir Ambrose Fleming

"There are no such things as missing links.  Missing links are mis-interpretation." 

Dr. Austin H. Clark, Biologist, Smithsonian Institute

"The apeman has no existence and the missing links are a phantom."

Professor Virchow

"Paleontology [study of fossils] cannot be regarded other than a hostile witness against evolution, the earliest known fossils of each class and order are not half developed, but have all the essential characteristics of their class or order." 

Douglas Dewar, Naturalist

"The Evolutionist doctrine is itself one of the strangest phenomena of humanity... that in our day a system so destitute of even a shadow of proof.... should be accepted as a philosophy: and this, in spite of our vast and weighty stores of knowledge is surpassing strange." 

Sir J. William Dawson, F. R. S. (Geology)

"Not one change of species into another is on record.  We cannot prove that a single species has changed."

Charles Darwin

"While man's body structure is most like that of man-like apes, all the early remains of prehistoric man are distinctly those of man.  No animals are known even from the earliest rocks, which cannot at once be assigned to their proper phylum or major group.  If we accept the facts, the major groups from the very first bore the same relation to each other as they do at present.

Dr. Austin H. Clark, Biologist, Smithsonian Institute

"I cannot believe that the facts of science are mere accidents.  ....What I have studied about the earth has increased my belief in a Supreme Power, God must be.  Only an infallible mind could have adjusted our world and its life, in its amazing intricacies."

Dr. Paul Francis Kerr, Minerologist

"It were as easy to believe that Milton's 'Paradise' were set up in all its stately march of balanced syllables by an ape, or that the letters composing it had been blown together by a whirlwind - as to believe that the visible universe about us - built upon mathematical laws, knitted together by a million correspondences, and crowded thick with marks of purpose, is the work of mindless force." 

Dr. Fichett, Renowned author

"So far as all the scientists can prove, there is no such thing as spontaneous generation, life must come from antecedent life.  Not a bacterium, nor alga, nor salp worm, nor anything else ever evolved higher.  Check the facts and see." 

Professor L. Victor Cleveland

“The only difference between the fossil and the animal of today is that one is older than the other."

Thomas Huxley

"The whole hypothetical pedigree of man is not supported by a single fossil genus of a single fossil species."

H. Gracey, 'Evolution and the Honey Bee'

"In this little insect [the bee], we have a trap to catch and baffle the ablest men that ever tried to support the evolutionary theory.  In the Honey Bee we have a highly endowed little creature with instincts that seem to rival reasoning powers more closely than the instincts of any other creature and yet - there is no door left open for the entrance, or transmission of these wonderful peculiarities.  The parents of the bee - the Queen and Drone - have none of these instincts to transmit.  The Honey Bee itself - which has no offspring - can transmit nothing.  Darwin's theory is closed at both ends.  This is the hand of God." 

Eric Wassman

"How unfortunate for the evolutionist that the platypus has survived.  Had only fragments of this creature been found in fossil form it could well have been used to boost the evolution theory more than anything else has done.  But alas, he lives as a living contradiction of all their theories... for he appears akin to skunk, rooster, beaver, mole, adder, monkey, fox and duck." 

F. C. Payne

"If we confine ourselves to positively ascertained facts... in the animal kingdom there has been little apparent change from their first appearance to the present time." 

Thomas Huxley

"The obvious lesson from the study of fossils is the elementary truth that life even in the earliest times, differed in no way from life today.  Further, we observe that the lower types of life that appear in the oldest rocks have persisted through all geological times up to the present day." 

Professor James Park, 'Textbook of Geology’

"The probability of life beginning from accident, is comparable to the unabridged dictionary resulting from an explosion in a printing factory." 

Professor Edward Conklin, British Museum of Natural History

"There is not one iota of proof in this great Museum for the transmutation of species." 

Mr. Etheridge, British Museum of Natural History

"Each group, order, or family seems to be born suddenly.... when we discover them, they are already differentiated."

LeComte du Nouy, 'Human Destiny'

"Man appeared suddenly.... Paleontology tells us nothing on the subject.  It knows no ancestors of man." 

Professor Branco

"Missing links are as conspicuous by their absence as they were one hundred years ago."

Professor William L. Strauss, Jr., 'Quarterly Review of Biology'

"If generatio aequivoca (spontaneous generation) were capable of proof it would indeed be beautiful!  But... the proofs of it are still wanting.'  Those familiar with the failure to find support for the theory he adds, 'will find it doubtly serious to demand that this discredited theory should be in any way accepted as the basis of all our views of life." 

Professor Virchow

"Within the period of human history we do not find a single instance of the transmutation of one species into another one." 

Professor T. H. Morgan

"Increase of knowledge about biology has tended to emphasise the extreme rigidity of type, and, more and more, to discount the idea of transmutation from one type to another (the essential basis of Darwinism).  The classic aphorism, 'When a mule breeds', ought to serve as a warning against the easy acceptance of a theory which is as full of ogres, mermaids, and centaurs as any fairy tale." 

Dr. McNair Wilson, Editor, Oxford Medical Publications

"Reluctant as he may be to admit it, honestly compels the evolutionist to admit that there is no absolute proof for organic evolution." 

Professor H. H. Newman, Chicago University

"The most ancient man known to us is not essentially different from the man now living." 

Professor Pfaff, University of Erlangen

"This most beautiful system of the sun, planets and comets, could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being." 

G. K. Hebbert

"The apparently sudden appearance of well developed flowering plants is still perhaps the greatest difficulty in the record.  ....They seem to burst forth in full panoply and without ancestors."

Dr. D. H. Scott, M.A., LI.D., 'The Evolution of Plants'

"Genetic differences between man and the apes were so great that the human species could not have evolved from some primeval chimpanzee or gorilla."

Professor Lejeune

"Again and again it has been proven that new flora and fauna have suddenly appeared in some geological stratum."

Professor E. Perrier, 'Earth Before History'

"With extreme suddenness the invasion swept the earth.  ....There can be no question as to the facts of the completeness of the revolution of the flora." 

Professor W. B. Scott, 'An Introduction to Geology'

"The Darwinian theory of descent has not a single fact to confirm it in the realm of nature... it is purely the product of the imagination."

Professor Fleischman, Zoologist

"Despite the bright promise that paleontology provides a means of 'seeing' evolution, it has presented some nasty difficulties for evolutionists, the most notorious of which is the presence of 'gaps' in the fossil record.  Evolution requires intermediate forms between species, and paleontology does not provide them." 

David Kitts, 'Evolution'

"Everything declares the species to have its origin in a distinct creation." 

Sir Charles Bell, University College, London

"Most species exhibit no directional change during their tenure on earth.  They appear in the fossil record looking much the same as when they disappear.  ....In any local area, a species does not rise gradually by the steady transformation of its ancestors; it appears all at once and 'fully formed'."

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"Darwin never really did discuss the origin of species in his 'On the Origin of Species'." 

Nile Eldredge

"No one has ever produced a species by mechanisms of natural selection.  No one has gotten near it." 

Dr. Colin Patterson, British Museum of Natural History

"Evolution is... troubled from within by the troubling complexities of genetic and developmental mechanisms and new questions about the central mystery - speciation itself."

Keith S. Thompson

"The known fossil record fails to document a single example of phyletic [gradual] evolution accomplishing a major morphological transition." 

Stephen M. Stanley

"As is now well known, most fossil species appear instantaneously in the fossil record, persist for some millions of years virtually unchanged, only to disappear abruptly." 

Tom Kemp

"In any case, no real evolutionist... uses the fossil record as evidence in favour of the theory of evolution as opposed to special creation." 

Mark Ridley

"I regard the failure to find a clear 'vector of progress' in life's history as the most puzzling fact on the fossil record.  ....We have sought to impose a pattern that we hoped to find on a world that does not really display it." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"A circular argument arises: Interpret the fossil record in the terms of a particular theory of evolution, inspect the interpretation, and note that it confirms the theory.  Well, it would, wouldn't it?"

Tom Kemp

"Most species exhibit no directional change during their tenure on earth.  They appear in the fossil record looking much the same as when they disappear; morphological change is usually limited and directionless."

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"The theory of recapitulation... should be defunct today."

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"An analysis of the difficulties in unambiguously identifying functionless structures... leads to the conclusion that 'vestigal organs' provide no evidence for evolutionary theory." 

S. R. Scadding

"One problem biologists have faced is the apparent contradiction by evolution of the second law of thermodynamics.  Systems should decay through time, giving less, not more order."

Roger Lewin

"How can the forces of biological development and the forces of physical degeneration be operating at cross purposes?  It would take, of course, a far greater mind than mine even to attempt to penetrate this riddle.  I can only pose the question." 

Sydney Harris

"The troubles of the radiocarbon dating method are undeniably deep and serious.  ....It should be no surprise, then, that fully half of the dates are rejected.  The wonder is, surely, that the remaining half come to be accepted."

Robert Lee

"The idea that the rates or intensities of geological processes have been constant ['uniformitarianism'] is so obviously contrary to the evidence that one can only wonder at its persistence.  ....Modern uniformitarianism... asserts nothing about the age of the Earth or about anything else."

James H. Shea

"It is obvious that radiometric techniques may not be the absolute dating methods that they are claimed to be.  Age estimates on a given geological stratum by different radiometric methods are often quite different (sometimes by hundreds of millions of years).  There is no absolutely reliable long-term radiological 'clock'."

William Stansfield

"The fact that systems in every way analogous to living organisms cannot undergo evolution by pure trial and error... comes, in my opinion, very close to a formal disproof of the whole Darwinian paradigm of nature." 

Dr. Michael Denton

"Natural selection operates essentially to enable the organisms to maintain their state of adaption rather than to improve it." 

Richard C. Lewontin, Scientific American

"Natural selection over the long run does not seem to improve a species' chances of survival, but simply enables it to 'track', or keep up with, the constantly changing environment." 

Richard C. Lewontin, Scientific American

"To the unprejudiced, the fossil record of plants is in favor of special creation."

Professor E. J. H. Corner, Professor of Botany, Cambridge University

"Well, we are now about 120 years after Darwin, and knowledge of the fossil record has been greatly expanded.  ....Ironically, we have even fewer examples of evolutionary transition than we had in Darwin's time.  By this I mean that some of the classic cases of Darwinian change in the fossil record, such as the evolution of the horse in North America, have had to be discarded or modified as a result of more detailed information."

David M. Raup, American Scientist

"It is the sheer universality of perfection, the fact that everywhere we look, we find an elegance and ingenuity of an absolutely transcending quality, which so mitigates against the idea of chance.  ....In practically every field of fundamental biological research ever-increasing levels of design and complexity are being revealed at an ever-accelerating rate.  The credibility of natural selection is weakened, therefore, not only by the perfection we have already glimpsed but by the expectation of further as yet undreamt of depths of ingenuity and complexity." 

Dr. Michael Denton

"To my mind, the theory [evolution] does not stand up at all."

H. S. Lipson

"Evidence from fossils now points overwhelmingly away from the classical Darwinism which most Americans learned in high school."

Newsweek, Nov. 3, 1980

"The missing link between men and the apes... is merely the most glamorous of a whole hierarchy of phantom creatures.  In the fossil record, missing links are the rule.  ....The more scientists have searched for the transitional forms between species, the more they have been frustrated."  "Phyletic gradualism [gradual evolution]... was never 'seen' in the rocks." 

Professor Stephen J. Gould (Harvard) & Niles Eldredge

"We now know, as a result of discoveries made over the past thirty years, that not only is there a distinct break between the animate (living) and inanimate (non-living) worlds, but that it is one of the most dramatic in all nature, absolutely unbridged by any series of transitional forms ('missing links'), and like so many other major gaps of nature, the transitional forms are not only empirically absent but are also conceptually impossible."

Dr. Michael Denton

"The fossil record with its abrupt transitions offers no support for gradual change." 

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"For the skeptic or indeed to anyone prepared to step out of the circle of Darwinian belief, it is not hard to find inversions of common sense in modern evolutionary thought which are strikingly reminiscent of the mental gymnastics of the phlogiston chemists or the medieval astronomers."

Dr. Michael Denton

"Lyell relied upon true bits of cunning to establish his uniformitarian views as the only true geology... In fact, the catastrophists were much more empirically minded than Lyell.  The geologic record does seem to require catastrophies: rocks are fractured and contorted; whole faunas are wiped out.  To circumvent this literal appearance, Lyell imposed his imagination upon the evidence."

Stephen Jay Gould, Professor of Geology and Paleontology, Harvard University

"Naturalists must remember that the process of evolution is revealed only through fossil forms.  A knowledge of paleontology is, therefore, a prerequisite; only paleontology can provide them with the evidence of evolution and reveal its course or mechanisms." 

Pierre P. Grasse

"The alleged restorations of ancient types of men, have little, if any, scientific value."

Professor E. A. Hooton, Harvard University

"Hooton says that you can model on a Neanderthal skull either the features of a chimpanzee or those of a philosopher.  He concludes by saying that the alleged restorations of ancient types of man have very little, if any, scientific value and are likely only to mislead the public."

"Contrary to what is widely assumed by evolutionary biologists today, it has always been the anti-evolutionists, not the evolutionists, in the scientific community who have stuck rigidly to the facts... It was Darwin the evolutionist who was retreating from the facts."

