Journey Studies In Genesis
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AN UNCERTAIN TIMELINE

Genesis 4:16-5:32 doesn’t give us a lot of detail about the lifestyle and history of the world in the ante-deluvian (before the flood) era.  Bible scholars believe that this was the era of the dinosaurs when mankind was in the prehistoric stone and bronze ages.  

The lowest biblical chronology would place this era from 4,000-2,400 BC.  Others who believe in an older earth would place the era from 8,000-5,000 BC, since dates for the earliest civilizations (Egyptian and Sumerian) start around 5,000 BC and the last of the pre-historic animals (mammoth and saber-tooth + 20,000 other species) died out around 5,000 BC.

	Views
	Creation
	Noah’s Flood
	Babel
	Abraham Born

	Young Earth
	4,000 BC
	2,400 BC
	2,230 BC
	2,166 BC

	Old Earth
	8,000 BC
	5,000 BC
	4,500 BC
	2,166 BC


DINOSAURS IN THE BIBLE? 

Genesis doesn’t mention dinosaurs.  The poetic book of Job (“Jobe”) was likely written before the time of Abraham and would thus be the earliest book in the Bible.  Job was a godly and wealthy man who lost his family and possessions in one day.  The words of Job, his three friends, and God during this test are written in the book of Job.

The book shows us that man had a working knowledge of the constellations, weather circuits, and the shape of the earth.  He was acquainted with two large animals – Behemoth and Leviathan.  After Job challenged God’s wisdom, God challenged Job’s pride by comparing him with the creation, and with these two great animals:

· BEHEMOTH – JOB 40:15-24

Some guess that this is a hippo or an elephant, but they are hardly the chief of God’s creatures, whom only God can kill, and they don’t have tails like a cedar tree.  This could only be something like the Brontosaurus (Apatosaurus).

· LEVIATHAN – JOB 41:1-34
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This is clearly a sea creature that could breath fire.  While this seems like fantasy to us, we still have fish with lights, flowers that eat bugs and chameleons that change color.  Paleontologists tell us that 85% of the earth’s animals are now extinct.
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THE NATURAL PATTERN OF MANKIND

We like to think the best of people.  We want to believe that down deep we are really good at heart.  The Bible and the eight major civilizations of human history paint show a different picture.  

Civilizations start out with strong religion and a strict moral code, 

Then religion becomes formal and passé,

Then morality and ethics become relative, 

Then authority becomes corrupted, 
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Then law and justice are twisted and perverted

Then there are clampdowns on anarchy,

Then the civilization is conquered or it consumes itself in civil strife

LEAVING GOD FOR GREENER PASTURES

In Romans 1:18-32, Paul gives us the pattern that we would find as we approached the days of Noah before the flood.

	Characteristics
	Verses

	People know God and have the truth.
	vv. 18-21, 32

	People don’t give God His proper place.
	v. 21

	People seek out their own secular wisdom.
	vv. 21-22

	People move from worship of a spirit to worship of images (idolatry) – man, animals, reptiles.
	v. 23

	People engage in ritualistic immorality since they have made the gods to be whatever they want them to be.
	vv. 24-25

	People move into further immorality and homosexuality.
	vv. 26-27

	People try to remove God from memory and public consciousness and go into willful debauchery.
	vv. 28-32


GOD’S PATIENCE … UNTIL JUDGMENT

Often, people view “the God of the Old Testament” as severe and much different from Jesus in the New Testament.  God could be severe with mankind at all times and be justified, since we have broken his perfect Law and are guilty of death.  

God is holy, but God is also gracious, and at times he gives us blessings and gives us time to seek him.  He has repeatedly shown incredible patience with civilizations, but if they don’t turn to Him, judgment will fall because of the way they have chosen.  From Adam to the Flood was over 16 centuries of wickedness!  Sometimes God will use other nations to bring judgment; other times he uses natural disasters.

We don’t know what all the wickedness was specifically, but what does Genesis 6:5 state about mankind just before the flood?
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TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Last week, we looked at the natural pattern of human society to move from faith, order and conscience to selfishness, chaos and immorality.  This moral decline characterized the prehistoric era before the Great Flood.  But there is another strange twist to this story that few people know of, unless they study the Bible closely.  There were super-humans on the earth!

WHO WERE THE SONS OF GOD?

Read Genesis 6:1-4.  Verse 2 mentions the “sons of God.”  This is the Hebrew phrase, “ben elohim.”  Who are these men?  There are two basic views:

View #1

The oldest view, and that of Jewish rabbis, was that these were fallen angels who took on human bodies and married human girls in an attempt to destroy the human race or the line of Messiah.  Perhaps mankind was hoping to become immortal.  This violated the God-ordained order of human procreation.

· Read Job 1:6 and 2:1.  Who are the sons of God and who is with them?  Are those sons of God bound in chains?  Ephesians 6:12 says that we fight against them.

· Read 1 Peter 3:18-20.  Where were the spirits?  When were they disobedient?

· Read Jude 6.  What did these angels do to deserve imprisonment?

· Read 2 Peter 2:4-5.  What happened to the angels mentioned here?  When was this in relation to the Flood?

· Read Genesis 6:3.  In God’s response, He mentions that mankind “is mortal.”

· Read Genesis 6:4.  The word “giants” or “Nephilim” means “mighty fallen ones,” possibly a reference to fallen angels.  Goliath and other huge men were called “rapha,” a different Hebrew word.

· Again Genesis 6:4. The children of these marriages produced mighty and legendary heroes.  Some historians believe that this is where the god-men heroes came from – the Greeks had Hercules, the Babylonian had Gilgamesh, and Indus people had Hare Krishna.  Gilgamesh claimed to be “two-thirds god, and one-third man.” 
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View #2

A second view is that “sons of God” refers to men from the godly line of Seth who married the “daughters of men” – women from the ungodly line of Cain.  The godly line would soon die out.

· Read Matthew 22:30.  What did Jesus say about the angels?

· Moses did not use the Hebrew word for angel (malak), a term he used 28 other times when he referred to angels.

· Some argue that it is just not possible.

WHAT WAS GOD’S RESPONSE?

Read Genesis 6:3.  What had God’ Spirit been doing all along?

What was God’s response to these intermarriages?

Read 2 Peter 2:5.  What was happening during those 120 years? (Who else had been a prophet according to Jude 1:14-15?)

Read Genesis 6:5-7,11.  How do the scriptures describe the condition of people prior to the Flood?

What is God’s emotional response?

What was God’s judicial decision?

What does Romans 6:23 teach us about the penalty for sin?

Read Jeremiah 26:3 and Ecclesiastes 8:11.  What two things does God keep in balance?

According to Isaiah 55:6-7, what could these wicked people have done to be saved from the coming judgment?


BUT NOAH FOUND GRACE

Genesis 6:8-9 says that in the end, when judgment was about to fall, there was one man left who, together with his family, was righteous.  Verse 9 gives three descriptions of his character:

· ___________ - He sinned less, but wasn’t sinless.  For the sins he committed, he offered sacrifices to God and sought forgiveness.

· ____________ - He had a “Teflon” reputation.  Any wrongs he may have done against others were dealt with appropriately.

· He _________  ______  _____ - He had a consciousness of God’s presence, and desired to please him with his pattern of conduct.
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WHAT IS FAITH?

What did Noah do “by faith” according to Hebrews 11:7?

Some atheists say that faith is the opposite of reason.  It is blind belief in chance.  Does the Bible give us a different view of faith?

To have faith, what must you have first?

NOAH’S BIG BARGE

SIZE.  The ark was NOT meant for sailing!  There were no sails, oars or rudder; no curved bow was needed to cut through the water.  It was a huge barge.  This was the largest boat ever built until 1884 AD.  At 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high, it was half the size of the Queen Mary.


VENTILATION. - In Genesis 6:16, God included plans for a window or open roof (for light and air) and a door.  Whew!

DECK SPACE - The ark had three decks with roughly 1,400,000 cubic feet of space; 98,000 square feet of deck space.  This is about equal to 522 livestock boxcars.  One boxcar can hold 240 sheep, so we’re talking about fitting 125,000 sheep on the ark.  

Some have estimated that the animal population would not have exceeded 35,000 vertebrates with the average size of a sheep, leaving another 2/3 of the ark for food, birds, etc.  Cargo experts say that the ark would carry about 43,000 tons of cargo and, with a flat bottom, be almost impossible to capsize in a storm. 

MATERIALS - It was made of gopher wood (perhaps like eucalyptus - disease, bug and rot resistant) and covered inside and out with pitch or tar.  It seems that it took about 100 years for them to gather materials and build the ark during which time Noah was also a “preacher of righteousness” to those who lived nearby (2 Peter 2:5).  






WHAT WAS INSIDE?

Seven days before the flood, God told Noah to start boarding the animals (Genesis 7:1-10).  The contents of the ark when the flood waters came was:

· Noah and his sons and their families (8 people - 1 Peter 3:20);

· Seven of every clean animal (worthy to be sacrificed) and birds;

· Two of every unclean, non-sacrificial animal (remember, they could take babies);

· Food enough for the family and the animals.

THE EARTH IS FLOODED

Read Genesis 7:11.  What two things happened when the flood came?

1.

2.

This has led scientists/theologians, such as those at the Institute For Creation Research (www.icr.org), to theorize:

1. That “the firmament above” of Genesis 1 was a 10,000 foot thick vapor blanket which enveloped the earth keeping out ultraviolet rays so man could live longer, and creating a tropical paradise in which the dinosaurs lived.  The “heavens opening” for 40 days was the condensation of this vapor blanket so that the sun could be seen directly (and the rainbow).  After the flood, most dinosaurs died out and man’s life became dramatically shorter.

2. The fountains breaking up has led many to wonder if the mega-continent was broken apart by these fountains at this time forcing the continental shift into their present pattern.

3. Anything outside the words of Scripture is a guess, but an asteroid impacting planet earth could make this happen.  In God’s final judgment, asteroids play a part (see Revelation 6:12-14, and 8:7-11).

MORE THAN FORTY DAYS:  We often think that after 40 days it was all over and they got out of the ark.  The water rose for 150 days (7:24, 8:3).  At five months, the ark rested on Ararat; at eight months other mountains could be seen; at eleven months, the ground seemed dry, and at twelve months and ten days, they got out of the ark.  That was 371 days!

WAS THIS A LOCAL FLOOD?

Despite the discomfort many people have with a worldwide flood, several things should be noted:

1. Read Genesis 6:17, 7:4, 19-23.  Does this sound like a local flood?

2. Read 2 Peter 3:3-7.  Will the final judgment be a local fire?

3. Why build an ark?  Why not migrate?

4. People were spread over the whole earth.

5. Every ancient civilization has a universal flood tradition.

6. Marine fossils are found on mountains.

7. Worldwide animal fossil graveyards – destruction in an instant.

8. Geological sedimentary evidence of recent drastic rise in sea level.
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THE SECOND ADAM AND EVE

We learned last time that after the Lord had brought the animals to Noah (7 each of sacrificial animals; 2 each of non-sacrificial), they got them into the ark and waited seven days.  Then God it began to rain, and God shut the one door of the ark (Gen. 7:16).  The fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the rains poured down for 40 days and nights.

When the judgment came, there was only one ark, and only one door to the ark.  God had been patient for hundreds of years, but then judgment came.  God’s judgment is often connected with natural disaster in supernatural timing (the Flood, Sodom, the last Tribulation), and He gets His people out before judgment falls.  Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives were the only humans on board when God shut the door.  We are all their descendants.  All humans are of one race – the human race.

NUMBERS IN THE BIBLE

The Bible was written over a 1600-year period by over 40 authors.  One amazing thing to note throughout the Bible is the use of numbers.  For instance, 4, 40, and 400 are numbers of testing or judgment.  

· The rains of Noah’s Flood lasted 40 days

· Israel was captive in Egypt for 400 years

· Israel wandered in the Wilderness for 40 years

· After Israel returned from captivity, God was silent for 400 years

· Jesus was tempted after a 40-day fast

Three (3) is the number of divine perfection (the creative order reflecting God Himself, some would say):

· Time is one, yet three – past, present and future

· Space is one, yet three – height, depth and width

· Matter is one, yet three – solid, liquid and gas

· Temple had three parts – sanctuary, holy place, the court

· Human beings are three – body, soul and spirit

· Human abilities are three – thought, word and deed

· Stable furniture – three legs

THE FLOOD RECEDES

After 7 ½ months, the ark rested on Ararat (modern-day eastern Turkey – about 17,000 feet tall).  After 40 more days, Noah sent out a raven and a dove.  The dove returned; the raven didn’t.  Why?  Seven days later, the dove came back with an olive leaf; seven days later, she left and didn’t come back.  There was enough material to begin nesting.





THE FIRST ALTAR

Eager and thankful to be back on terra firma, everything and everyone left the ark (Gen. 8:18-19) after 371 days.  No doubt overwhelmed with what God had done, Noah reaffirmed his commitment to God by building an altar (a large pile of stones) and offering up burnt sacrifices to cover the sins of himself and his family.  Abraham and Moses will later also make altars to God after He saves them from great destruction.

WHAT IS A COVENANT?

A covenant is an agreement that creates a family relationship.  It is not a contract, which can be dissolved by the mere agreement of the parties.  To dissolve the covenant, one of the parties must violate one of its provisions, and a higher authority must make a decree ending the covenant.  

What are two examples of modern covenant relationships?

1.

2.

THE FIRST TWO COVENANTS

	Covenant
	Description

	Edenic Covenant
	Populate the earth, take dominion over the earth, care for the Garden of Eden, and do not eat the fruit of the tree.



	Adamic covenant
	Serpent and Satan are cursed, Satan will be judged by a Messiah, labor in childbirth, subjection to husband, ground is cursed, and eventual physical death.




GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH & MANKIND

What were the terms of this covenant?

1. God says He will never destroy all life again or radically change the nature of things on earth again (Gen. 8:22 and 9:11-12).

2. Noah was to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 9:1 and 7).

3. Noah was to take dominion over the earth and animals, and was permitted to eat meat, but not meat containing blood (Gen 9:2-4).

4. The sacredness of human life was reaffirmed, and the death penalty was added as a deterrent (Gen 9:5-6).

What was the sign of the covenant?  ________________

Where was it located?  _______________

For whose benefit is it?  ________________

When is there not one on earth?  _______________


Stone from an altar
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FAILING TO FINISH WELL

The first mention of alcohol in the Bible is a sad story (Genesis 9:18-29).  Noah became a farmer and planted a vineyard.  One day he got drunk and passed out naked in his tent.  Ham “saw” the nakedness of his father, but Shem and Japheth went in backward and covered their father.  

· What exactly did Ham do that was so bad?

· Who did Noah curse?  Why him?  Who were his descendants?

· What was the blessing upon Shem?

· What was the blessing upon Japheth?

· What was said about Ham?

Do you see any similarities between Adam and Noah?

· Both were progenitors of the human race

· Both received God’s commands to multiply and rule the earth

· Both had a garden to enjoy as a blessing from God

· Both sinned in connection with the fruit

· Both were naked without shame

· The wrongdoing of both affected generations to follow

Noah, and many other Bible characters, failed to finish well.  How is that evidence that mere men did not write the Bible?  What lesson should their failure teach us?

WHO WERE THEIR DESCENDANTS?

Noah had three sons who began three basic lines of ethnic descent. 

	Noah’ Sons
	Grandkids
	Ethnic Groups
	Distinctives

	Shem

Gen. 10:21-32
	Elam

Asshur

Arphaxad

Lud

Aram
	The Shemitic (Semitic) peoples settled in Babylonia and then expanded westward into Palestine and southward to Arabia.
	Notes:  Gen. 10:21 tells us that Shem was the father of all the children of Eber (“Eberews”).  Semitic people started the monotheistic religions of the Jordan. 

	Japheth

Gen. 10:1-5
	Gomer

Magog

Madai

Javan

Tubal

Meshech

Tiras
	The Japhethetic peoples settled in Turkey and the Greek islands first, then went north into Europe and east into India.  This is the Indo-European ethnic group.
	Notes: The fair-skinned descendants of Meshech crossed the Caucasus Mountains northward into modern Russia.  Even today, whites are referred to as “Caucasian.”  These peoples started philosophical faith and thought.

	Ham

Gen. 10:6-20
	Cush

Mizraim

Put

Canaan
	The Hamitic peoples settled in Africa and in Asia.  Cush is Etheopia, Mizraim is Egypt, Put is Lybia, and Canaan went to Palestine.
	Notes:  These dark and yellow-skinned peoples spread the farthest and contributed basic inventions of civilization – paper, copper, explosives, electricity, etc.




LAST OF THE LONG LIVES

Noah was the last of the very old men of pre-historic times.  He was 950 when he died (Genesis 9:28-29).  But after Noah, watch what happens (from Genesis 11:10-26):  Shem – 600, Arphaxad – 438, Salah – 433, Eber – 464, Peleg – 239, Serug – 230, Nahor – 148, Terah – 205, Abraham – 175.

A LOOK AT THE MAP
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KEEPING EVERYONE TOGETHER

Genesis 10:8 mentions that a man named Nimrod came from Ham’s line (grandson).  He began to be a mighty warrior on the earth, and was a mighty hunter.  In ancient days, kings were hunters and protectors of the people.  

The Jewish Talmud (commentary) gives a different spin and says that Nimrod was a hunter of people – he tried to keep people together, and made war to combine clans.  He was the founder of the biggest of the ancient cities – Babylon in the south and Nineveh in the north.

THE MOTHER AND CHILD 

Remember Genesis 3:15?  The destroyer of the evil tempter would be the offspring of a woman, but not a man – the child of a virgin.  Even the first constellation in the ancient calendar was Virgo – the mother and child.  After the Flood, it didn’t take long before leaders attempted to gain earthly honor by claiming to be gods or spokesmen for the gods.

Ancient Babylonian Religion

Chief god - _________, had a wife named ___________.  

Nimrod claimed to be the virgin-born son of Semiramis, and so was born what is known as “the cult of mother and child.”  

Ancient Egyptian Religion

The goddess ______ was a virgin who gave birth to _________

Ancient Greek Religion

The goddess _______ was a virgin who gave birth to _______

Ancient Hindu Religion

The goddess ________ was a virgin who gave birth to _______

Ancient Canaanite Religion

 They had a “queen of heaven” that the Jews worshipped (Jeremiah 44:15-25).  

Those who study ancient religious history say that Christianity must have borrowed its virgin-birth ideas from these ancient religions.  Christians see the ancient religions as attempts to counterfeit what God said He would do in Genesis 3.  If God’s Word had stopped at Genesis 3, any one of those religions could be the right one, but God kept revealing the plan for His great promise when He chose Abraham, then Isaac, then Jacob and so on.

Revelation, chapters 17-18, reveals that the great false religions of the earth, known as “mystery Babylon,” will kill many followers of Jesus, but in the end be destroyed.




THE UNITED NATIONS

Genesis 11:1 tells us that the whole earth had one language.  Makes sense since they were all from one family!  What was the language? 

Verse 2 says they settled in the ancient land of Shinar is what we call what today?  ___________________

According to verse 4, what were the two goals of the leaders in building a tower? 
1.

2.

What were the two problems God saw with their building this tower?

1.

2.

According to verses 7-9, what did God do?

MAKING A NEW NATION

According to Genesis 11:27-32, where was Abram from?

What was his background?

Was he a Jew?
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BABEL “WHOSE TOP IS HEAVEN”

With no electricity, you spend more time outdoors!  The ancient peoples of the earth had an incredible knowledge of the heavens, as evidenced by Stonehenge, the pyramids and Babel.  

Archaeological evidence suggests that the Tower of Babel was a building dedicated to the worship of the heavenly bodies – astrology.  In the ruins of Babylon, there is a tower made of brick 153 feet high with a base of 400 feet with seven stages, the color of each corresponding with the seven observable planets.  At the top is a capstone with the signs of the zodiac.  The tower dates back to the Akkadian period (2500-1700 BC).

What makes study of this topic difficult is that in the old days, they made no difference between astronomy and astrology.  Do the stars contain truth?  It would be like God to have design in everything, not just throw the stars out there without purpose.  But what truth do they contain, and what is meant for us?  Did the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil contain knowledge for Eve?  Yes, but that knowledge was forbidden.

LISTEN WITH YOUR EYES

OBSERVATION #1 – The Heavens Declare God’s Glory

Look at Psalm 19.  The ___________ of God (verses 1-6) should always be interpreted in light of the __________ of God (verses 7-14).  

Read Romans 1:20.  Nature communicates (without a spoken word) God’s existence, His expansiveness, His power, His faithfulness and His creative genius!  But His Word, the Bible, should guide our thoughts and conduct.

OBSERVATION #2 – Astrology Is Forbidden

Read Isaiah 47:11-15, Deuteronomy 4:19-20, 2 Kings 23:4-6, Jeremiah 19:13, Acts 7:42-43 and the Isaiah passage all condemn the practice of astrology – worshipping heavenly bodies and using them for guidance.  

OBSERVATION #3 – The Heavenly Bodies Are Signs

Read Genesis 1:14.  On day 4 of creation, God made the sun, moon and stars for what purposes?

· For ___________ and ___________ and ______________ and ______________

· What is a sign?  A placard giving a message.  (see Genesis 9:12 – the rainbow is a “sign”).  God said the stars were fixed signs, not living guides.




OBSERVATION #4 – The Stars Speak Of The Gospel

Read Romans 10:8-18.  In this passage, Paul is talking about the _________.  

· In verse 17, Paul says that faith comes from  ___________ the _________ of ______.  

· Then in verse 18, what does Paul ask about mankind? 

· What is his answer and what passage does he quote to support his argument?

· Paul is saying that man has heard the ___________ by the witness of the ___________.

OBSERVATION #5 - The Stars Have Names

Read Psalm 147:4-5, Isaiah 40:26.  God has names for each of the stars.  What are some of these names?

· Job 9:9-10 - ___________  __________ & ____________

· Amos 5:8 - __________ & __________

OBSERVATION #6 – The Stars Have Groupings

Job 38:31-33 mentions the three constellations in Job 9, but adds the term _______________, which the NIV translates “constellations.”  The word could be translated _______________.

Verse 33 speaks of the laws or ordinances of the heavens and mentions their dominion.  Some scholars have supposed this to support astrology, but that would be inconsistent 

LESSONS FROM HISTORY AND LINGUISTICS

Stars grouped together are called constellations.

What does history reveal to us about these constellations?

What does the field of linguistics tell us about these constellations?  The names, though in many different languages, all have the same ___________.

Conclusion:  Looking at these facts together, we can conclude that constellations have a common source and originated in a culture that pre-dates written history.  For those of us who know the Bible, during what period of time would this have been?  _________________

FROM THE VIRGIN TO THE CONQUERING KING

Astrology and Eastern religions, which are corruptions of God’s message, teach that the cycle of the Mazzaroth (zodiac constellations) begins in January with Capricorn.  Wrong!  Ancient calendars (like the Jewish calendar) begin after harvest in September with Virgo (Bethulah) and end with Leo, the Conquering Lion.




THE GOSPEL IN VIRGO

Each of the twelve signs of the zodiac is a group of four constellations – the main named constellation, and three decans or sub-constellations.  

The Three Decans of God’s First Constellation – Virgo (Bethulah)

1. COMA.  Meaning of the name _________________________  

The constellation is a woman holding a _______  ______.  

Persian, Hebrew, Chaldean and Egyptian tradition all say that the woman is ____________ and the boy is ____________.

2. CENTAUR.  Meaning of the name ______________________.  

The constellation is a creature that is half ________ and half __________, ancient symbols meaning half _________ and half _________.

3. BOOTES.  Meaning of the name ______________________. 

The main star in the constellation is Nekkar, meaning _____________________.

Ancient Persian/Chaldean religious tradition derived from the stars stated that a divine king would be born of a virgin.  In Matthew 2:1-2, Persian-Chaldean magi came from the east to worship a Jewish baby boy whose star had appeared to them!

THE GOSPEL IN ORION

Orion is one of the most notable and easily recognizable constellations in the sky, and it can be seen in both the northern and southern hemispheres, so its witness is worldwide.  It is also mentioned several times in the Bible.

The Constellation’s Name

· Orion is a decan in the Mazzaroth constellation Taurus, the Bull, which symbolizes judgment.

· The name Orion means _______________________ (a reference to Jesus? – John 1:4-5; 8:12).  

· The picture is a man holding a club in his right hand with which he has slain a lion that is in his left hand, and under his foot is a snake.

Its Stars’ Names

· Right shoulder – Betelguese meaning ______________________

Jeremiah 23:5, Isaiah 11:1

· Left shoulder – Bellatrix meaning ________________________

Ezekiel 28:16, Revelation 22:7

· Left foot (on the snake) – Rigel meaning  ___________________ Genesis 3:15 

· Right Foot – Saiph meaning ___________​​​​​​​​___________

Genesis 3:15

· Lower star in belt – Al Nitak meaning _________________

Isaiah 53:5

	
	THE GOSPEL IN THE PATH OF THE SKY

	CHRIST – THE SUFFERING SAVIOR
	
	
	

	Constellation
	Meaning of Name
	Description
	Message

	Virgo
	Virgin
	Virgin holding a branch in her right hand and ear of wheat in her left hand (seed).
	Jesus, the Incarnate Son, was the Branch and the seed (offspring) of a woman (Jeremiah 23:5-6.).

	Coma
	Desired One
	Woman holding a baby boy.  Tradition said baby was Hebrew.
	Jesus, the Hebrew baby, was the desire of all nations (Haggai 2:7).

	Centaurus
	Despised One
	Half horse (creature) and half man (deity) who is despised and used as a sin-offering.
	Jesus is the despised God-man (Isaiah 53:3) who was our sin offering.

	Bootes
	Coming Shepherd
	An oriental shepherd with the star “Nekkar” in his head meaning pierced.
	Jesus was the shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep.  John 10:11.

	Libra
	The Price Paid
	Old fashioned scales used for justice and purchasing.  On one side is the price deficient and on the other is the price that covers.
	Christ is our redeemer; he himself was the price that covered (! Peter 1:18-19).

	Crux
	The Cross
	A bright cross used for cutting off life.
	Jesus’ life was cut off on the cross (Daniel 9:26).

	Lupus
	The Victim
	A slain wolf or animal who , through no fault of his own, has been killed and is lying dead.
	Jesus was slain, not for His own sins, but for ours (2 Corinthians 5:21).

	Corona
	The Northern Crown
	A beautiful semi-circular crown of glory.
	For His suffering, Jesus was crowned with glory (Hebrews 2:9).

	Scorpio
	The Scorpion
	A venomous scorpion is trying to sting the heel of a mighty man who is crushing the scorpion.
	Christ’s heal was bruised in battle by the evil one who was being crushed (Genesis 3:15, Psalm 91:13).

	Serpens
	The Serpent
	A huge serpent, who is trying to seize the crown (Corona), is being battled by the mighty man.
	Satan’s desire was for dominion (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28), but he was defeated by the Last Adam.

	Ophiuchus
	The Evil One Held
	The mighty man battling the serpent and the scorpion.
	Christ battled Satan in His suffering and overcame him, defeating Satan’s attempt for the crown.

	Hercules
	The Mighty Victor
	A kneeling warrior with his left foot on the head of a dragon (Draco), a club in his right hand and a three-headed serpent in his left hand.
	Again, evil is depicted as dragons and serpents, and although Christ is wounded and humbled by them, He is the conqueror.

	Sagittarius
	The Archer
	A centaur (god-man) confidently fighting with a bow and arrow aimed at Scorpio.
	This constellation begins the story of the final triumph of Christ, the Conqueror.

	Lyra
	The Harp
	A lyre or harp with Vega the main star meaning “He shall be exalted.”
	A song of praise begins for the mighty conqueror as in Exodus 15:1 and Revelation 5:9, 13).

	Ara
	The Final Fire
	An altar of fire, with the fire burning away from the other constellations (outer darkness).
	Psalm 21:1-9 follows the pattern of these constellations, with judgment fire following praise for triumph.

	Draco
	Trodden On
	A large winding dragon that is subtle and fraudulent, and has been cast out.
	Satan, the dragon, was cast out of heaven (Ezekiel 28:16) and trodden upon (Psalm 91:13).


	CHRIST – THE GLORIFIED DELIVERER
	
	
	

	Capricorn
	Life From Death
	A dying goat with the tail of a living fish.
	Jesus was the scapegoat (Leviticus 10:16-17) on whom our sin was placed so that we might have life (fish were a symbol of the early church).

	Sagitta
	The Arrow of Judgment
	An arrow without a bow, thrown by an invisible hand.
	God’s arrow of judgment (Psalm 38:2) pierced His Son, Jesus.

	Aquila
	The Falling Eagle
	An eagle wounded in the neck and falling from the sky.
	God, who describes himself as an eagle (Exodus 19:4 and Deuteronomy 32:11-12), was wounded for us.

	Delphinus
	The Rising Dolphin
	A dolphin, full of life, springs from the water.
	Jesus, who was buried in death (water is a picture of death), rose from the dead.  Ref. Baptism.

	Aquarius
	The Water Pourer
	A waterman is tilting a jar off his shoulder and pouring out water in a continuous flow.
	This constellation shows us the blessings of the redeemed.  Jesus gives us the never ending water of life (John 4:4)

	Piscis Australis
	Southern Fish
	A fish with mouth wide open into which flows the waterman’s water.
	People are pictured as fish (fish for men). Those who drink of Christ’s water will never thirst (John 14:4).

	Pegasus
	The Chief Horse
	A winged horse whose star names indicate that it is swiftly coming and returning from afar to bring joy.
	Jesus will come quickly and from afar bringing great joy (Revelation 22:20).

	Cygnus
	Circling & Coming
	A flying swan whose star names indicate that the master, the shining one, is coming down again, as one who is traveling in a circle.
	The Lord is coming again in glory.  He has moved in a circle from heaven to earth, then to heaven, now coming to earth again, and taking us back to heaven and ultimately to a new earth

	Pisces
	The Fish (Two)
	Two fish bound together at the tails by a cord that is slung around a sea monster.
	This constellation shows us the deliverer.  People who do not taste of the water of life are bound and in captivity among the nations (sea).

	The Band
	The Band
	The cord that ties the two fish together.
	People are bound together by the common sin problem .

	Andromeda
	The Chained
	A woman in chains who is struck and broken, but Cepheus, her King and deliverer, is nearby.
	The Church, the bride of Christ, was chained until freed by her King, the bridegroom.

	Cepheus
	The Coming Branch (Ruler)
	This is a king seated on a throne, and the star names indicate that he is a redeemer and one who breaks.
	Jesus is described as a King, the Branch, and our Redeemer.  He breaks the fetters of sin.

	Aries
	The Lamb
	 A gentle, crowned lamb lying down.  Star names mean wounded, slain, bruised, and a sacrifice.
	Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away sin (John 1:29).  The sun was in Aries from Passover until the cross!

	Cassiopeia
	The Beautiful Enthroned
	A woman, who has been delivered, is sitting on a throne preparing herself for the King.
	Andromeda set free?  The Church is pictured as readying herself for the Bridegroom.

	Cetus
	The Subdued
	A subdued and sinking sea monster -star names meaning rebel and crooked
	Satan is leviathan, the serpent of the sea (Isaiah 27:1).

	Perseus
	The Breaker Who Subdues
	A helmeted soldier carrying a sword and the head of his adversary, an evil spirit.
	A picture of Jesus who broke the bands of death and crushed the head of the subdued adversary, Satan.


	CHRIST – THE REIGNING JUDGE
	
	
	

	Taurus
	The Wild Bull
	A wild bull with long, straight horns and star names meaning governor, leader and wounded.
	This is a description of Jehovah when he comes in judgment (Numbers 23:22, Jude 14-15).

	Orion
	Coming Forth as Light
	A bright hunter with a club in his right hand, a slain lion in his left and his foot over Lepus, the serpent.
	Jesus Christ is our Orion who crushes the head of the bruising serpent and slays Satan.

	Eridamus
	River of Fire
	A long, winding river of fire flows down from the foot of Orion.
	The judgment of God’s throne is a river of fire (Daniel 7:9-10, Nah. 1:6).

	Auriga
	Shepherd & Goats
	A calm shepherd is seated with a mother goat that has just given birth to two kids.
	In contrast to the tumult of the other constellations, God is our Chief Shepherd (Isaiah 40:10-11).

	Gemini
	The United
	Two men side by side whose star names mean the ruling judge and the suffering laborer (Castor & Pollux).
	This speaks of Christ’s twin offices of suffering servant and reigning judge.

	Lepus
	The Hare
	Older charts show these stars as a snake under the foot of Orion.
	Satan is the serpent whose head is crushed (Genesis 3:15).

	Canis Major
	The Great Dog
	The star names mean sent, Prince, ruler, shining and glorious.  Egyptian star names Naz and Seir mean “sent prince” – Jewish name “Nazareth.”
	In this bright cluster (Seir or Sirius is the brightest star in the sky), Jesus is depicted as the sent Prince (like Castor).

	Canis Minor
	The Little Dog
	The ancient and star names mean burdened, redeemer and savior.
	In this dimmer cluster, Jesus is pictured as a suffering savior (like Pollux).

	Cancer
	The Encircling
	Ancient and star names portray these stars as encircling protection; the Greeks drew it as a crab.
	The redeemed are encircled and held in the protection of the fold or grasp of God (John 10:9, 28-29).

	Ursa Minor
	Little Bear
	The ancient picture and star names show a walled sheep pen/stronghold where the redeemed are gathered.
	Believers in Christ have been safely gathered and have their protection in God (Nahum 1:7).

	Ursa Major
	Great Bear
	The ancient picture shows an assembled flock of sheep.  Star names mean purchased, guarded, numbered, separated and lamb.
	We are known individually by God as his children and flock.

	Argo
	Company of Travelers
	A huge constellation showing a ship full of travelers coming home.
	The redeemed of the Lord are traveling home to the haven of heaven (Psalm 107:30, Isaiah 60:4-5).

	Leo
	The Lion
	The picture and star names both reveal a large, bold and healthy male lion standing tall.
	Jesus is the conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5)

	Hydra
	The Abhorred
	A huge female serpent, the mother of evil, under the feet of the lion, and being put away.
	This depicts the end of the evil one who Jesus puts away (Revelation 20:10).

	Crater
	The Cup
	A cup tilted over onto the back of the serpent.
	This shows the cup of God’s wrath poured out on Satan (Revelation 14:10, 16:19).

	Corvus
	Devouring Raven
	A raven that has swooped down, clutched the snake in its claws and bitten into it.
	In the end, Satan’s followers will be devoured (Revelation 19:17-18) and Satan his work forever finished.
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GENESIS SLOWS DOWN!

The Book of Genesis is a historical book that records events chronologically, but the speed and style of the book change twice.

	GENESIS 1 - 11
	GENESIS 12 - 38
	GENESIS 37, 39-50

	Primeval History briefly covering vignettes of people’s lives over long periods of time in the distant past.
	Patriarchal Narrative in which the plot slows down and focuses on episodes in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the fathers of the nation of Israel.
	Personal Biography, in which the plot slows down even more to discuss events in the life of Joseph.


GOD’S OWN NATION

Abram was a descendant of Shem (Semitic) whom God called out of an idolatrous culture to begin a new nation, God’s own “chosen people.”  God could have chosen an existing powerful nation to be His own.  God also could have chosen another man, since the Bible does not mention Abram as a virtuous person, like Noah who “found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  Why did He choose Abram?

ABRAHAM’S LIFE & TRAVELS

Scholars believe Abram was born around 2166 B.C.  He lived a total of 175 years (Genesis 25:7-8) and died in 1991 B.C.  It is helpful to remember him living at 2000 B.C.  After traveling northwest from Ur to Haran, Abram (age 75) went southwest through the land of Canaan to Egypt, and then came back to Canaan in about 2091 B.C.
The Journeys of Abraham 
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A LOOK AT THE FAMILY

After the confusion at Babel, the Semitic people settled in the southern Euphrates River Valley and established Ur, a major city in Chaldea (modern day Iran).  Abram was born in Ur; he was one of three sons born to Terah.  

Terah

________ & ________,         ________& _______,         ________ & ??


GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

Genesis 12:1-3 records that Jehovah spoke to Abram and established an unconditional covenant with him.  First, God gives a four-part command (v. 1):

· Leave your country, 

· Leave your extended family (clan), 

· Leave your father’s household,

· Go to a land that I will show you.

Then, in verses 2 & 3, God gives His promises:

1. National – You will be the father of a great nation (ethnic group with a common government or faith),

2. Personal – You will be personally blessed, your name will be great (honor and reputation), and you will be a blessing to others,

3. Universal – I will bless them that bless you, curse them that curse you, and bless all of the families of the earth through you.

LEARNING COMPLETE OBEDIENCE

According to Genesis 11:31 and Acts 7:1-4, how well did Abram obey the Lord?

After Terah died, did Abram leave his family behind (Genesis 12:4)?  Who did he take with him?
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MEETING GOD THERE

Abram left home, believing in God’s promises, but not knowing where God was taking him.  We see in Genesis 12:6-9 that Abram and his caravan traveled about 430 miles southwest along the major trade routes to Palestine where the Canaanites lived, a group of several tribes that descended from Canaan, son of Ham, the son of Noah.  

Jehovah appeared to Abram in the town of Shechem (Tel Balata – 25 miles north of Jerusalem).  This is the first mention in the Bible of God appearing to someone.  John 1:18 states that no human has ever seen God (in full manifestation).  God denied even Moses that privilege because it would have killed him (Exodus 33:18-23).  So, it seems likely that God appeared to him as a man or an angelic-type being.

ABRAM AND THE ALTARS

God told Abram that this was the new homeland of the nation that would come from him.  Abram built an altar to the Lord, and did the same near Bethel.  Abram was known for his altars, places of re-dedication and worship.  Where are our modern-day altars?

According to verse 10, why did Abram go to Egypt?  How do you think this made Abram feel about his “promised land?”

ANOTHER LOOK AT THE MAP
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PROTECTING MY GORGEOUS WIFE!

Read Genesis 12:11-13.  Why was Abram afraid to go into Egypt, and what did he do?  

What does Proverbs 29:25 say about fear?

What does Proverbs 6:16-19 say about lying?

Read Genesis 20:12.  Did Abram really lie?

What happened, according to verses 14-20?

A SERVANT’S HEART

Abram and his caravan headed back up to Bethel.  As the years went by, what good problem did Abram and Lot run into, according to Genesis 13:5-7?

 What was Abraham’s incredible offer to Lot (vv. 8-9)?

Why do you suppose Abram made this offer?

According to vv. 10-13, what was Lot’s response?   

Where did he go and why?

How sweet God was to Abram!  What did God tell him in vv. 14-18?

RECAPPING

What positive and what negative characteristics/actions have we seen in Abram’s life so far?

	POSITIVE
	NEGATIVE
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KINGS FROM BACK EAST

In Genesis 13, Lot pitched his tents near Sodom.  Years later, we find Lot and his family living in Sodom.

What does 2 Peter 2:4-9 say about Lot in Sodom?

LOT IS CAPTURED!

Four kings came from Mesopotamia (Abram’s old stomping ground) to conquer Palestine, take plunder and collect taxes.  

After 14 years, kings from five cities of the plains led a revolt and were crushed by Kedorlaomer and company.  In the siege, Sodom was sacked and Lot was taken captive (14:12).

Read Genesis 14:13-16.  What tactics did Abram use to defeat the kings?

MEETING THE MYSTERIOUS PRIEST

When Abram returned, two kings came to him, each wanting to give him something.  According to verses 17-20, who were they?

Where was Melchizedek from?

What were his two offices?

What did Melchizedek give to Abram?

What did Abram give to Melchizedek?

Melchizedek appears suddenly and disappears suddenly without explanation.  Only Hebrews explains a little more about him.  Read Hebrews 7:1-4.  What else do we learn about Melchizedek?




THE DIRTY WORD – TITHE
This passage is the first time the concept of a tithe (a tenth part) is mentioned in the Bible.  What is a tithe, exactly?

Simply, a tithe is giving one-tenth of your increase (income) to God, by giving it to God’s servants.

There is nothing in the bible about Adam or Seth or Noah tithing.  Abram gives a tenth here in a “one-off” because he had apparently never met anyone else who acknowledged the one, true Creator-God.  We have no explanation for why he gave a tenth.

ISRAEL’S TITHE

The next time tithing comes up is in the Law of Moses (Exodus & Deuteronomy).  The children of Israel gave to the Lord a tithe of their annual income as an offering.  The money, livestock, grain, etc. went to the priests who owned no land.  The tithe was their only wealth.

THE NEW TESTAMENT “OFFERING”

After Jesus’ death, the Jews who believed in him became known as Christians.  They believed that Jesus brought the beginning of a new covenant – the old Mosaic Law had been superceded by a new covenant available to all, not just the Jews.

Since the old law was gone, so was the tithing requirement.  Were God’s people to give nothing now?

What does Paul say about giving in 1 Corinthians 9:11-15?

What does Paul say about guidelines for giving in 2 Corinthians 9:6-11?

So why do so many preachers teach tithing?



Grace = _________  _______
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“Faith is believing what you do not yet see . . . because God said it would happen.”
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In Search Of Noah’s Ark
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Homework!





Read Genesis 6





Draw a picture of Noah’s ark to scale.


How many of each animal did he bring into the ark?





Homework!





Read Genesis 6 & 7





The story of a world flood is included in the history of every early civilization – even today’s primitive tribes!





Something wild in the DNA?  Ancient gods are often depicted as humans with snakes and angel’s wings.
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Lost Technology





Even with today’s laser technology, we could not build another Great Pyramid.  Thus, the wisdom of civilizations can be lost by wars, disease and natural disasters.  A “stone age” man could have been the grandson of someone who left a bronze-age culture and never trained his kids in metallurgy.  





STUDY TIPS (





Consulting Archaeology


CUBITS?  The specifications given by God for the ark were in cubits.  How long is a cubit?  


The ancient royal or sacred cubit = 20.5 inches.  If they used the sacred cubit, the ark was 512 feet long, 85 feet wide and 51 feet high.


The ancient common cubit = 18 inches.  If they used the common cubit, the ark would be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.  In either case, it was a stadium-sized boat!





Evil Angels On The Earth
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Earth Before The Flood
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Homework!





Read Genesis 8 and 9





What rules for mankind changed in Genesis 9?  





Questions For Thought





When God’s judgment came, how many means of escape were there?





How many doors were there into the ark of God’s protection?





Who brought the judgment and shut the door?





A Covenant With Noah
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Homework!





Read Genesis 9-11





Who did Noah curse?





Why is this story another evidence that the Bible could not have been written by people alone?





Where was the Tower of Babel?





The Table of Nations
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Homework!





Read Genesis 11 & 12





Where was Abram from?





What was his background?





Was Abram a Jew?





Confusion At Babel
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STUDY TIP (





Understanding “The son of”


When the Hebrew Bible uses the term “the son of” it refers to anyone in a person’s lineage.  Thus, in the family below, it could be said that Peleg was the son of Noah, or Noah begat Peleg.





NOAH





Ham 	Shem   	Japheth





Cush	Arphaxad





Nimrod	Shelah





Eber





Peleg





The Genesis writer again uses an anthropomorphism in verse 5 “God came down.”  





In verse 7, God also uses “us” for the third time in Genesis when speaking to Himself.  With whom is God speaking?





Homework!





Read Genesis 12





List the parts of God’s covenant with Abraham.





Where did God tell Abraham he was going?





Ancient “Shinar”


Later Sumeria


Later Chaldea





Looking To The Stars
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Kanya


Indian





Parthenos


Greek





Bethulah


Jewish





Virgo


Roman





The Virgin


English





Haran





     Tigris 














Euphrates





Damascus





Shechem





Ur





Persian Gulf





Bethel





Dead Sea





Negev Desert








Sinai Desert





Abraham & A Nation
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HOW AMBIGUOUS!





Where was Abraham going?  One important characteristic of leaders is “ambiguity tolerance” – the ability to leave things uncertain for a time until details must be nailed down.











THE LESSON OF FAITH





Faith is obeying God with what little He has told us, and leaving the outcomes to Him.  It requires people who are willing to do what God says without having all of the answers nailed down.  We see this with Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc.





Homework!





No study next week!





Read Genesis 12 & 13.





What do we learn about Abram’s character from the incidents in Egypt and with Lot? 








Haran





     Tigris 














Euphrates





Damascus





Shechem





Ur





Persian Gulf





Bethel





Dead Sea





Negev Desert





Sinai Desert





Abraham & The Family
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A THEOPHANY IS A …





Does the end ever justify the means?





Homework!





Read Genesis 14.





Can you pronounce the name of the priest?





Wow, who is this guy?





See Hebrews 7:1-8. 








Rescue 


And Tithe
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Homework:





Read Genesis 15 - 17.





How did God reconfirm His covenant?





How did Abram try to help God?





What changed about Abram?








