Journey Studies in Genesis
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A VISIT FROM GOD

Genesis 15 is a very interesting passage.  God appears to Abram in a vision.  It is the first mention of a vision in the Bible, and the first time God encouraged a person not to be afraid.  These visions always cause fear.  

God gives Abram two huge blessings:

· I am your shield – 

· I am your very great reward - 

A COMPLAINT FROM ABRAM

Abram has been struggling with patience.  From the time God promised to bring a great nation from Abram to the time when he had his first son was 25 years!  Abram gives God a big complaint – the heaviest thing on his heart.  He is childless!  His oldest male servant – Eliezer – will inherit everything.  

Notice that Abram speaks plainly to God; there is no fancy form to the way he talks.  Prayer is talking to God – plain and simple.  While we must always respect who God is, we have permission to tell God what we are struggling with.  God didn’t scold Abram for complaining.

What does Philippians 4:6-7 say about prayer?

ABRAM’S FAITH IN GOD’S PROMISE

In Genesis 12, God promised Abram that he would be the father of a great nation.  According to verse 5, what did God show Abram to add a little dimension to that promise?  

What didn’t God tell him?

Genesis 15:6 is one of the most important verses in the whole Bible! 

· What did Abram do?

· What did God do?

The word “accounted” or “credited” is of critical importance.  It means “to assign value as a gift.”  Abram DID NOT EARN his righteousness in God’s eyes by doing good deeds like rescuing Lot, or by religious deeds like building altars to God.  

God assigned righteousness to Abram because he committed himself to believe God’s promises.
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A GIFT IS NOT WAGES

Businesses (and the Internal Revenue Service!) recognize the difference between gifts and wages. 

· Wages are earned; gifts are not.

· Wages are taxable; gifts are not.

· Wages are a legal obligation; gifts are not

· Wages are given in exchange for work (reciprocal); gifts are given out of love (unilateral)

How would you feel if you gave someone a gift and they kept trying to pay for it?

What does Romans 6:23 say about wages and a gift?

RIGHTEOUSNESS IS A GIFT

In the Paul’s letter to the Roman’s, he spends a long time talking about Abram because many Jews believed that they were justified (declared by God to be righteous) through just being Jewish (circumcised), and through obeying the Law of Moses.  This would exclude any Gentile from being made righteous by God.

Read Romans 4:1-25.

Did God say that Abram was righteous before of after his circumcision?

Before or after the Law of Moses?

So, while Abram is the biological father of the Jewish people, he is also the father of who else?

In what way is he a “father?”

What does Ephesians 2:8-9 say about how we can be saved from God’s judgment?

What does Titus 3:4-5 say?

SUMMING IT UP

Abram believed that God could and would perform his promises, even though it was against the odds and would take place many years in the future.  

Because of the personal trust he had in God, and God’s integrity and power, God – in an instant – credited Abram with righteousness.  Despite the sins that Abram committed and would commit in the future, God wiped those sins away and declared him to be righteous – one of God’s own!
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Last time, we saw that God renewed his promise to Abram, and Abram believed God.  In response to Abram’s simple faith, against all the odds, God from then on considered him to be “righteous” (Genesis 15:1-6).

THE GOD WHO KNOWS

Now God renews his promise to give Abram the land of Palestine, but seals the promise with an ancient ceremony.  The promise became an official covenant. 

God then shows Abram that he knows the future.  What does God tell Abram about the future in Genesis 15:13-15?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Why do you think God said these things to Abram?

WHAT LAND DID YOU SAY?!

In Genesis 15:18, God gives the boundaries of the Promised Land for the first time.  From where to where?

What happened in 1983 that shows that the Jews believe this verse?

TRYING TO FIGURE OUT GOD

Sarai was a wonderful woman who believed God would keep His promise.  But time went by, and she got older.  She apparently started thinking that God must not have meant that she would have Abram’s child.  So she came up with a plan!

According to Genesis 16:1-3, what was her plan?

Where had she gotten Hagar?

How would the neighbors in their culture view this arrangement?

According to verse 4-6, what happened?




HAGAR & THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

According to verses 7-8, Hagar fled into the desert (on her way back to Egypt).  Though she was not Abram’s proper wife, God obviously had compassion for her.  “The Angel of the LORD” came to her by an oasis.  This is the first use of this term, but not the last.  What does Exodus 3:2 tell us about the Angel of the Lord?

THE GOD WHO SEES

God began with a question.  When God found Adam and Cain, he first asked a question.  If God knows everything, why did he ask?

Read verses 9-12.  What did the Angel of the Lord tell Hagar to do?

What did God say would happen with the child and his descendants?

What would the child’s name be and what does it mean?

This child became the father of what people?

Read verses 13-16.  What Hebrew name did Hagar give to the Lord?

What does it mean?

How old was Abram when Ishmael was born?

How long would he have to wait before Isaac would be born?

THE GOD WHO SUSTAINS

The narrative kind of yawns and skips 14 years.  In Genesis 17,  Abram is now 99 years old.  Why do you think God waited so long to give Abram and Sarai a child?

God reintroduces himself with a new name – I am God Almighty.  The Hebrew term is ____  _________.  It literally means _____  __________  _____.

According to verse 5, to what is Abram’s name changed?  ______________ which means ________  ___  _______ _________.  

According to verse 10, what was the sign given to God’s covenant people?

In verse 15, to what is Sarai’s name changed?  ______________ meaning ______________.

Read verses 17-19, what would be the name of the promised son?  ________ What does it mean?
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SHOWING HOSPITALITY

In Genesis 18:1-8, we see Abraham showing some great hospitality.  His nephew, Lot, does the same thing in 19:1-2.  In their day, a person’s reputation was largely connected to his or her hospitality. 

What do Romans 12:13 and 1 Peter 4:9 teach us about hospitality?

What is hospitality?

What does Hebrews 13:1-2 teach us might happen?

Did this happen to Abraham?

LAUGHING AT THE IMPOSSIBLE

In verses 9-15, we see a humorous situation.  Who spoke up in verse 10?

What wonderful thing did he say?

What did Sarah do in response to his comment?

When God exposed Sarah’s inner thoughts, what did she do?

“Is anything too hard for the LORD?”  The answer is, “Of course not!”  When you face your needs each day, ask the same question.  Can I really trust God to meet my needs if I act on principle, and don’t try to “help God out?”

What does Luke 1:36-37 say about seeming impossibilities?

ABRAHAM, THE MEDIATOR

In verses 16-33, God decided to test Abraham by revealing that he was concerned about bad reports coming to him about Sodom.  It is interesting that God was going there to test the men of the city.  God is patient.

Abraham apparently knew about the wickedness and guessed that big judgment would come.  What did Abraham do?

Did God rebuke Abraham for this mediation?




THE SODOM PROBLEM

According to Genesis 19:1-3, the angels arrived in Sodom in the evening and met Lot.  Where was Lot?  Why is that significant?

According to verses 4-9, what did the men of the city do?  What was Lot’s counter-proposal?

According to verses 10-13, what did the angels do to the men?  What did they say to Lot?

Lot went to his daughters and sons-in-law and told them to get their things and run because God would destroy the city.  What was their response in verse 14?

According to verses 15-22, where did Lot plead to go?       Was he allowed?

According to verses 23-25, what happened to Sodom?

What happened to Lot’s wife in verse 26?

GOD’S POLITICAL INCORRECTNESS

Based on this story, what do you think God’s view of homosexuality (Sodomy) is?

How does Romans 1:26-27 characterize homosexual acts?

What does 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 say about such people?

But, according to John 3:16-17, does God love homosexuals?

What should our attitude be toward homosexuals?

What was similar about God’s judgment of the earth in Noah’s time and the judgment of Sodom?

1. God was ______________ with sinful people.

2. God spared the ______________ before ____________ came.

LOT AND HIS DAUGHTERS

The last part of Genesis 19 records a sad story – the second mention of alcohol in the Bible, and the last we hear of Lot.  They were living in a cave.  His daughters got him drunk so that they could have sex with him and have children.  Their sons were the fathers of the Moabite and Ammonite peoples, cousins to Israel.  Their descendants are the people of modern Jordan.
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SKIPPING ABIMELECH

In Genesis 20, Abraham travels southward toward the desert kingdoms, and tells Abimelech, King of Gerar, that Sarah is his sister.  Abimelech takes Sarah as his wife, but God arranges circumstances so that they never consummate the marriage.  God then appears to him in a dream and tells him he is a dead man for taking Sarah.  He gives her back plus silver, cattle, etc.

THE BIRTH OF LAUGHTER

In Genesis 21, God is true to His promise, and allows Sarah to conceive and give birth to a boy.  They named him Isaac, which means _____________.

How old was Abraham?  ____  How old was Sarah? _____.  According to Genesis 16:16, how old was Ishmael when Isaac was born? ____

According to Hebrews 11:11-12, what was Sarah’s view of God?

PARTIES AND PARTINGS

When Isaac was weaned (in ancient culture, at age two or three), Abraham threw a big party in his honor.  Why would a father do that in ancient times?

According to verses 8-13, what happened at the party?

Why do you suppose Ishmael acted this way?

How have you reacted when new members joined your family or new employees came into your office?

Did God approve of Hagar and Ishmael being sent away?         Does this mean God approved of Sarah’s attitude?

According to verses 14-19, how did God bring comfort to Hagar?

In Genesis 25:13-18, we see that Ishmael had many descendants.  They lived in the Sinai Desert, and later, some of these sons became the fathers of nomadic Arabic tribes who moved eastward into northern Arabia.  How did they get along with their neighbors?






ABRAHAM’S HUGE TEST

Genesis 22 contains a remarkable story!  There has been a jump in time.  Isaac is now a young man.

According to verses 1 and 2, what did God tell Abraham to do?

Why would God tell Abraham to do such a thing?

According to Genesis 22:3-4, what did say to argue with God?

Where is Mt. Moriah?

What is its significance today? 

What did Abraham say in verse 5 that indicates what he thought would happen?

ON THE MOUNTAIN

What was Isaac’s question to Abraham as they walked up the mountain?

What was Abraham’s answer?

What did the angel of God do at the last minute?

What did the angel say in verse 12 that indicates who the angel really was?

What is the significance of the ram in the thicket?

What is the Hebrew name for “The LORD will provide?”
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THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH

Sarah gave birth to Isaac when she was 90.  Isaac was probably a young man (in his 20’s) when God asked Abraham to offer him as a sacrifice.  Sarah died at age 127; Isaac was 37 years old and still unmarried at the time.

Abraham was still considered “a sojourner” in Canaan; he owned no land.  This was not a problem for herding, but was a problem when it came to burial.  In Genesis 23, Abraham met with the sons of Heth and asked to buy some land around the Cave of Machpelah (“mack-pee-la”), land owned by a guy named Ephron.  

Because Abraham was respected, Ephron met him at the gates of the city and offered to give it to him.  Abraham wanted to pay fair market value; it was about $52,000.  So Abraham bought it and buried Sarah in the cave.

What lessons can we learn from Abraham’s business ethics?

THE MISSION OF ELIEZER

Genesis 24 does not give us the name of Abraham’s servant.  Compare verse 2 with Genesis 15:2.  Who is the servant?

According to verses3-4, what did Abraham want Eliezer to swear to?

According to verses 5-9, what was Eliezer not permitted to do as a back-up plan?  Why?

According to verses 10-14, what did Eliezer ask the Lord to do?

What are some of the characteristics of Eliezer’s prayer?

	1.
	3.

	2.
	4.


What characteristics was Eliezer looking for in a bride for Isaac?

What was really sweet of God to do in answer to Eliezer’s prayer?  What does Isaiah 65:24 say about God’s ability to answer prayer?

According to Isaiah 59:1-2, what keeps us from having prayers answered?

What does James 2:2-3 say about asking God for things?





WHOOAH!  MEEK & BEAUTIFUL … and STRONG!

What did Rebekah do for Eliezer?


Why was this a big deal?

According to verse 22, what gifts did Eliezer give to Rebekah?

THANKING GOD

According to verses 23-27, when he heard who Rebekah was, what was Eliezer quick to do?

Read Luke 17:11-19.  How many thanked Jesus for what He had done?

REHEARSING GOD’S GOODNESS

Someone who talks about the Braves all the time is called a “fan.”  

Someone who talks about God all the time is called a “fanatic.”

We see in verses 32-49 a classic example of Eastern story-telling.  There were no books.  Clay tablets were used for only very important legal matters.  So story were told and retold faithfully.  The Holocaust Museum is a modern version of Jewish story-telling.

How many stories can you recall about God’s goodness in your life?   Do you recall those stories to others?  Can you tell them years later with greater insight but without embellishment?  Some people keep journals to chronicle what God has done in their lives.

REBEKAH MEETS ISAAC

In verses 50-51, Eliezer gets the go-ahead from Bethuel and Laban to take Rebekah to Canaan to be Isaac’s wife.  The next morning, they wanted to have some time to say good-bye (like 10 days).

When given a choice between grieving the life she was leaving or springing for her new life, which did Rebekah choose?

They traveled through Canaan, down to the “Well of the God Who Sees” (named by Hagar when Sarah made her run away) where Isaac was staying.  

What was Isaac doing in field that evening?

What did Rebekah do when she saw Isaac?

So… what did Isaac think of his new bride?
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ABRAHAM’S LAST SONS AND LAST BREATH

Toward the end of his life, Abraham married Keturah, and they had many sons who became fathers of the Arabic peoples and the nomadic merchants of northern Africa.  Abraham gave them gifts, but he left his estate to Isaac and died at age 175.  He was buried with Sarah in the Cave of Machpelah.

ISAAC’S TWINS

Isaac was 40 when he married Rebekah (Genesis 25:20).  Read Genesis 25:21-26.

What was Rebekah’s dilemma, and how long did she have this problem?

What did God tell Rebekah about her twins?

How would the younger son get the advantage over the older son?  He would get his ______________ and his _____________.

What does Esau mean?

What does Jacob mean?

What did baby Jacob try to do to Esau as the two were being birthed?

BIRTHRIGHT FOR A BARGAIN!

Read Genesis 25:27-34.  How were the two boys different?

How did the two parents view the two sons?  

Was this wrong?          Is it possible to love two children the same?

What was Esau’s condition when he came in from hunting?              What was Isaac cooking?

What is a “birthright?”   The ________ son’s right to ___________ all or most of his father’s _________.

What does the word “despised” mean in verse 34?

Why do you suppose that Esau had such a low view of his birthright?





LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON

“A crooked stick casts and crooked shadow, and the apple doesn’t fall very far from the tree.”  Read Genesis 26:1-11.

Where were the Philistines located?

How are God’s promises to Isaac like those He made to Abraham?

What did Isaac do that was like dear old dad?

PROBLEMS WITH PROSPERITY

Read Genesis 26:12-22.  How did God bless Isaac?

How is this typical of God’s blessing His people in the Old Testament?

How did the Philistines feel in response to God’s blessing, and what did they do in response?

What was the significance of filling the wells with dirt?

Did Isaac go to war with these people? What was his response to the problems with the wells?

According to Isaac’s statement in verse 22, what was Isaac’s view of what had happened at the previous wells?

Read Romans 8:28.  What does God say He is doing with all of the circumstances of those who love God?

Godly people know how to retreat, but can fight in the right time and in the right way when they are convinced God wants them to do so.

What did Jesus say about fighting injustice in Matthew 5:38-48?

THE BLESSING OF GOD AND MEN

What does Proverbs 16:7 say about a person who honors God?

How did God encourage Isaac?

What did Abimelech, the Philistine king, do to make peace with Isaac? 

What was Isaac’s response?

According to 26:34-35, what did Esau do to bring grief to his parents?
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FIRST THE BIRTHRIGHT; NOW THE BLESSING!

The years went by and Isaac grew old.  It was nearing the time for the old father’s final blessings upon his children.  “Blessing” is a lost art form that we do not understand in the West.  However, just try blessing your children or friends and they will instantly respond.

The Hebrew blessing is often repeated in Scripture.  It was felt that God honored a father’s blessing in the life of the child.  What are the elements of a blessing?

ELEMENTS OF BLESSING

1. _______________  ________________of the person

2. _______________ of the person’s _________

3. A ____________ about the person’s _______ and ____________

4. Projecting a _________ of a ___________ future for that person

5. Meaningful ____  _________ and _____________  _________

Is there such a thing as “curse?”  How do parents curse their children?

Read Genesis 27.  

Who were the parties that perpetrated this terrible deception?

How did this event fulfill a prophecy made to Rebekah before the twins were born?

WHERE TO FIND A WIFE?!

Rebekah complained to Isaac in 27:46 that she would just die if Jacob married a Canaanite, so Isaac sent Jacob packing to look for a wife back east in the northern Euphrates valley with Uncle Laban.

Read Genesis 28:1-5.  Even without deception, what did Isaac do for Jacob before Jacob left?

JACOB’S LADDER

As he headed home, Jacob stopped for the night.  According to verse 11, what did he use for a pillow?

What did God promise Jacob?  Have we seen these promises before?

What was Jacob’s conditional promise?


JACOB’S LABOR OF LOVE

This is another beautiful girl and another love story!  Read Genesis 29:1-12.  What was Rachel’s family’s occupation?

Hey, what’s the deal with kissing and crying in verse 11?

Read verses 15-20.  What was the difference between Rachel and Leah?

What was the deal made between Jacob and Laban?

Read verses 21-30.  What did Laban do to Jacob?

This is known as “poetic justice,” but the truth is that God often sends us people just like ourselves to teach us about ourselves.  How were Jacob and Laban similar?

So, how many years in total did Jacob work to get the wife he wanted?

THE BATTLE OF THE WOMBS!

Read Genesis 29:31 – 30:24.  What is the Lord’s view of the unloved?

List the children borne by the two wives and their maidservants.  These names may sound familiar to you – they are the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel:

	Leah
	Rachel

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	(Bilhah)

	
	(Bilhah)

	(Zilpah)
	

	(Zilpah)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	(Rachel dies)
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BREEZING THROUGH JACOB’S LIFE

Tonight, we’ll cover Genesis 30-36 and hit the high points in the life of Jacob.  We have already seen that, from birth, he was trying to get the upper hand over his brother Esau.  He gained Esau’s birthright, then deceived his father and got Esau’s blessing.  

When he heard that Esau would try to kill him, he fled back to Haran in northern Syria and ended up with his uncle Laban.  He worked for seven years to earn Rachel as a wife … and got Leah … so he worked another seven years and finally got Rachel, whom he loved the best.  The sisters and their handmaids then vied with each other to give Jacob sons … and he ended up with twelve!

THE EXPLOSION OF SPECKLED FLOCKS

In Genesis 30, Jacob makes a deal with Laban asking that his wages be the offspring of the speckled and spotted sheep and goats.  Jacob then stripped the bark off of poplar stakes, which made the animals want to mate, and put the stakes in front of the strong livestock.  Jacob ended up with a lot of healthy livestock!  

SLIPPING AWAY BACK TO CANAAN

This prosperity made Laban upset, and he changed Jacob’s wages 10 times!  Each time Laban changed the rules, God blessed Jacob’s flocks and made Laban’s dwindle.  In Genesis 31:11-13, the angel of the Lord told Jacob to go back to Canaan.  Rachel and Leah agreed because their father was a cheat and wouldn’t leave them much of an inheritance!



JACOB QUARRELS WITH LABAN

Jacob was afraid that Laban would do … something bad, like not allow his daughters to leave or steal things.  So Jacob and his caravan slipped away and headed for Canaan.  Seven days later, Laban’s posse caught up with them in Gilead, now the Golan Heights.  Laban was furious that there had been no parties and no good-byes to his daughters and grandchildren … and he said that Jacob stole his household idols!  

Rachel had, in fact, stolen them and hid them in her saddle, sat on them and refused to rise because she claimed to be having her period!  Laban searched everywhere.  Jacob and Laban made peace there in Gilead and had a party.

PREPARING TO MEET ESAU AFTER 20 YEARS

In Genesis 32, Jacob sends out a delegation to tell Esau that he is coming back home and has many gifts.  They come back saying that Esau is coming his way with 400 men!  

Jacob was terrified and divided his caravan into two so that one side could flee if there was an attack.  Jacob started praying in a meaningful way (v. 9-12), and he sent ahead hundreds of livestock as gifts for Esau.

WRESTLING WITH AN ANGEL

God appeared as a man and wrestled with Jacob, who must have sensed that this was not an ordinary man (32:24-32).  The man knocked the socket of Jacob’s hip out of joint, but Jacob wouldn’t let him go until he was blessed.  

The man asked Jacob’s name, and then told him his name would no longer be Jacob (deceiver) but __________ (Prince With God) because he had wrestled with God and prevailed.  This is where the name comes from; the children of Israel are the descendants of Jacob.

THE MEETING WITH ESAU

In Genesis 33:1-2, Jacob sees Esau coming and divides the family up, fearing the worst.  But look at the wonderful reunion in verses 3-16!  Jacob settled in Succoth (soo-coat’), east of the Jordan River and built a home.  He built an altar and called it El Elohe Israel – God, the God of Israel.  Later, the whole family got rid of their foreign gods and dedicated themselves to God at Bethel (Genesis 35).

THE DEFILEMENT OF DINAH

Genesis 34 gives us a story that later impacts the tribes.  Dinah, Leah’s daughter, went to town and was raped by a prince named Shechem.  He later asked Jacob for Dinah as his wife, and the 11 sons said OK as long as the men of the city were all circumcised.  They agreed and the third day, while they were all in pain, Levi and Simeon went in and killed all the men of the city, and the other brothers plundered the city!  Pretty extreme!


The Journey Studies

At Oak Village

STRAW ON THE CAMEL’S BACK
We’re looking at Genesis 37:1-4.  Joseph was age 6 when his father, Jacob, left Laban and moved back to Canaan.  They settled down there and 11 years went by as the 11 boys grew to manhood tending the extensive flocks of their father.  The story picks up when Joseph is 17 years old.

Four things caused Joseph’s brothers to really hate him, such that they couldn’t even speak peaceably to him:

1. He was the son of _________, Jacob’s favorite wife.

2. He brought back a _____ ________ about his brothers (37:2).

3. He was born when Jacob was an ______ man (37:3).

4. He received from his father a _______ of many ________ (37:3).

THE LAST STRAW!

Read Genesis 37:5-11.  Joseph may have been good, but he wasn’t very smart.  Remember what his brothers did to the men of Shechem?  Anyway, God starts to give Joseph some prophetic dreams.  

· According to Luke 2:19 and 51, what was Mary’s response when she gave birth to Jesus?

· By contrast, what was Joseph’s response when God indicated that He would use Joseph for something special?

DREAM #1 – THE __________ OF __________ (v. 7-8)



What did the brother’s sheaves do to Joseph’s?



How was Joseph’s dream received?

DREAM #2 – THE ______, ________ AND ________ (v. 9-10)



To whom did Joseph tell this dream?



How was this second dream received?

Read Genesis 37:12-24.  Jacob sends Joseph about 50 miles north to Dothan to check on the sons and the herds.

· What was the initial suggestion of the brothers?

· Who intervened?                 What was his position?

· What did the brothers do to Joseph?








MAKING A LITTLE MONEY ON JOSEPH

Read Genesis 37:25-36.  

· What sparked an idea in Judah’s mind to sell Joseph?

· How were the Ishmaelites related to Joseph?

· Where was Joseph headed after the sale?

· What did the brothers tell Joseph to cover the crime?


IN POTIPHAR’S HOUSE

Read Genesis 39:1-6.  

· Who was Potiphar?

· What was the key to Joseph’s success according to verse 2?

· What position did Joseph rise to?

UH OH!  POTIPHAR’S WIFE!

Read Genesis 39: 7-20.  Joseph was an attractive young man.  At least Potiphar’s wife thought so!

· What did she try to do?

· Why wouldn’t Joseph consent?

· What did this woman do that tested Joseph’s commitment to God?

· When he fled, how did Potiphar’s wife get even?

· What happened to Joseph in prison?
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We’re covering Genesis 40-50 in one swoop!  Last time, we saw that the lie of Potiphar’s wife took Joseph from privilege to prison, and Egyptian prisons were filthy.  There were no speedy trials, and often sentences were for an indefinite time.  But God “granted Joseph favor” in the eyes of others, and he became a leader in the prison.

DREAMS OF THE CUPBEARER AND BAKER
Pharaoh’s cupbearer was the one who tested Pharaoh’s food and drink for ____________.  Something went wrong and he, along with the chief baker, were thrown into prison under Joseph’s care.  One night, they had dreams, and God permitted Joseph to understand their meaning:  

	Dreamer
	Dream
	Meaning

	Cupbearer
	Cluster of grapes on three branches squeezed into Pharaoh’s cup.
	40:12-15

	Baker
	Three baskets of bread baked for Pharaoh but eaten by birds.
	40:18-19


According to Genesis 40:23, did the cupbearer remember who helped him?

THE DREAM OF PHARAOH

Two years went by.  Think of it!  Where was God?  Pharaoh had two vivid dreams one night, but the magicians couldn’t give him the meaning.  Finally, the cupbearer remembered the Hebrew in the prison!  In 41:16, what did Joseph answer when Pharaoh heard he could interpret the dream?

	Pharaoh
	   Seven fat cows come from the Nile eaten up by seven thin and ugly cows.

   Seven healthy heads of grain eaten up by seven thin and scorched heads of grain.
	41:25-32


Talk about pro-active!  Joseph keeps right on talking, and starts giving the Pharaoh some advice in vv. 33-38!  What was Pharaoh’s response (vv. 39-46)?

Joseph’s wife gave him two children:  ___________ and _____________, Just as Joseph said, there were seven years of abundance during which Joseph built huge grain storage units in each city to sustain the country during the coming famine.



A SURPRISE VISIT FROM FAMILY

We move to Genesis 42.  The famine got worse as the years went on.  Jacob heard that there was food in Egypt so he sent his ten older sons to buy food, but he kept Benjamin.  Why?


· What did Joseph’s brothers do when they came before him? 

· Why couldn’t they recognize Joseph? 

· In what language was Joseph speaking?

· What did Joseph accuse them of?

· What did he make them do?

· As they left, what did Joseph have his servants do?

THE SECOND VISIT

In Genesis 43, the food runs out again.  Jacob finally agrees to allow Benjamin to go, and sends double the silver and many other gifts.

· What was Joseph’s reaction when he greeted Benjamin?

· How were the bothers seated at the table?

· What was different about Benjamin’s serving?

TESTING HIS BROTHERS’ HEARTS

In Genesis 44, Joseph stacks the deck against his brothers by hiding his cup in Benjamin’s bag.  He is testing his brothers to see if they will act selfishly or selflessly.

1. Who steps forward to offer himself as a slave in Benjamin’s place?  

2. Who was it that came up with the idea to sell Joseph as a slave?


JOSEPH IDENTIFIES HIMSELF

In Genesis 45, Joseph can hold it in no longer!  He sends out the servants and cries.  His brothers are terrified!  Then Joseph tells them who he is.

· According to verses 4-8, how did Joseph view what had happened to him?

· How did that affect Joseph’s view of others who had hurt him?

· Read Genesis 50:15-21.  Joseph’s brothers thought he was being kind for Jacob’s sake, but when Jacob died, they were afraid of revenge.

Pharaoh backed up Joseph’s offer and sent the brothers back loaded up with food, carts and “the best of Egypt” to get Jacob and bring him to Egypt to settle in the best land.  What do you think Jacob’s reaction was?  See Genesis 45:25-28.

GOD BLESSES THE MOVE TO EGYPT

On the way down to Egypt, God spoke to Jacob in a vision and told him he would be with the family and make them a great nation in Egypt.  At that time, the family numbered 70.  When they left 400 years later, they numbered about 4 million!  Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasseh as his own, and they become fathers of Israel.

Jordan River





Dead Sea





Sodom & Gomorrah?
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Judgment And Mercy


24





Homework:





Read Genesis 18 & 19.





What was Sarah’s test?





How did Abram intercede to help others?





What was wrong with the cities of the plain?











GENESIS





Helping God
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Righteous By Faith
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WHAT IS A “VISION”





Eyesight (science)


Appearance of the supernatural while a person is awake (theology)


Mentally “seeing” a preferred future (strategy)








Mediterranean


Sea





Homework:





Read Genesis 15 - 17.





How did Abram try to help God?





What changed about Abram?





Sea of Galilee





Abraham





Canaan





Homework:





Read Genesis 21 & 22.





What was the trouble with Ishmael?





What was Abraham’s great test?





Did he pass the test?











Killing My Only Son
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TRANSLATION DIFFICULTY?





The NIV ascribes faith to Abraham rather than Sarah.  The reason is that a literal translation reads “By faith, self Sarah power for conception of seed received beyond time of age gave birth since faithful she deemed the having promised.”


So, translators who know the Greek well argue what the antecedent of “self” is.








NOT JUST A BOY!





Some children’s books picture Isaac being 7 or 8 years old.  In verse 5, Abraham uses the Hebrew word for young man – anything between ages 12 and 30.  At age 30, you were considered a man.  Abraham also made Isaac carry the load of wood up Mt. Moriah!








Homework:





Read Genesis 24-25.





Who was Eliezer?





What sign did he ask for?





What was the name of Isaac’s wife?











Homework:





Read Genesis 26-27.





What does the name Esau mean?





What does Jacob mean?





What two things did Jacob take from Esau?











TALKING TO GOD AS A FRIEND





How is asking God for something different from asking a genie?





If you communicated with your friends like you communicate with God, how good would your friendships be?





ANSWERED PRAYER





God always answers prayer in one of three ways:


Yes


No


Wait





As a rule, general requests get general answers; specific requests get specific answers.  Eliezer made a specific request and got a specific answer!
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Finding The Perfect Girl
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Isaac’s Sons & Wells 
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GENESIS





THE DANGER OF IMPULSE





Virtually every decision made in haste is a mistake.  





“The summation of all moral virtue and Christian character is this – that a man does what faith and reason dictate are right though his inclinations and impulses lean the other way.”


John Locke 











Nothing can touch one of God’s children except it first passes through the sieve of God’s love and is meant for that child’s benefit.








Homework:





Read Genesis 27 & 28.





How did Jacob deceive his father?  





Who helped him out?





What did Jacob see in his dream? 
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Jacob’s Tough Lessons 
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THE MEANING OF NAMES





Isaac - Laughter


Esau – Hairy


Jacob – Replace by deception


Bethel – House of God





Homework:





Read Genesis 31-33.





With whom did Jacob wrestle?  





Why did Jacob flee from Laban?





How did Jacob make peace with Esau? 
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Surveying Jacob’s Life 
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Surveying Jacob 


29





RECONCILIATION





When have you, like Jacob, prepared to meet someone expecting the worst?  What happened?





What do you feel about how Jacob prepared to meet Esau?


Trying to bribe him


Using common sense


Acted in fear, not faith


He was manipulating


Using common courtesy





How would you have responded to Jacob if you were Esau?  Twenty years had lapsed.


Anger


Suspicion


Forgiveness


Tell him “too little too late”





Joseph’s Trouble 
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Surveying Jacob 


29





Egypt and Israel





HOMEWORK





Read the rest of the Book of Genesis!  We’ll finish the story of Joseph, the Book of Genesis and our Bible study year next week!





Joseph’s Triumph 
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Surveying Jacob 


29





JOSEPH, A PICTURE OF JESUS?


Some Christians see remarkable similarities between Joseph and Jesus.


He was loved by his Father.


He was placed in a position of hatred by his Father.


He was 30 years old when he began his life’s work.


He was hated because of his words.


He was betrayed for silver.


He was betrayed by those he would later save.


He was mourned as dead by those who loved him, yet he was alive.


He was falsely accused.


He was exalted after his suffering.


He said that the evil done to him was God’s will so that many could be saved.








THE TWELVE TRIBES





Reuben


Dan 


Gad 


Asher


Zebulun


Naphtali


Simeon


Issachar


Judah


Benjamin





Levi – priests – no land


Joseph – sons took his place


Ephraim


Manasseh




















HOMEWORK





NONE!  





Have a break!








