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WELCOME!

We are here to study the Bible.  The things we value are: 

· Interest – This Bible study is being started due to the interest of our neighbors.  It is a tool, not a tradition, and we can end it whenever we want to.  We’ll take breaks for holidays and the summer.

· Informality – Come casual, and come with the kids if you choose.

· Interaction – Most Bible learning in church is one-way lecture.  As we study together, we want to try and answer questions and talk about issues.

· Integrity – Everyone’s opinion is important and worth considering – even if it might be wrong!  One person speaks at a time.  You may disagree gracefully.  Obviously, opinions are best if backed with Scriptural support.

· Instruction – The Bible should be our standard of truth.  We will study the Bible just like we read letters - in a literal, grammatical and historical way, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE

The Bible has 66 books in two major divisions: the Old and New Testaments.  In each of the Testaments, the books are arranged topically, then chronologically.

	OLD TESTAMENT - 39
	NEW TESTAMENT - 27

	Historical Books
	Poets
	Prophets
	Historical Books
	Letters to Local Churches
	Prophecy

	Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers

Deuteronomy

Joshua

Judges

Ruth

1&2 Samuel

1&2 Kings

1&2 Chronicles

Ezra Nehemiah

Esther
	Job

Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Song of Solomon
	Isaiah

Jeremiah

Laments

Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Obadiah

Jonah

Micah

Nahum

Habakkuk

Zephaniah

Haggai

Zechariah

Malachi
	Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts
	Romans

1&2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1&2 Thessalonians

1&2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

James

1&2 Peter

1,2&3 John

Jude
	Revelation


THE ONE-OF-A-KIND BOOK!

The Bible Is Unique In Its Writing

· It was written over a period of 1600 years.  Genesis was written around 1500 B.C.  Revelation was penned around 90 A.D.

· It was written by 40+ authors from every walk of life (Moses, a political leader trained in Egypt; Peter, a fisherman; Amos, a herdsman; Joshua, a military general; Nehemiah, a king’s cupbearer; Daniel, a prime minister; Luke, a Gentile physician; Solomon, a king; Matthew, a tax collector; Paul, a Pharisee). 


· Although it is a distinctly Jewish book, it was written in 3 languages:

· Old Testament – Hebrew & Aramaic 

· New Testament - Greek

· It was written on three continents - Asia, Africa and Europe.

· It was written in a great variety of literary types - history, law (civil, criminal, ethical, ritual, sanitary), religious poetry, didactic treatises, lyric poetry, parable and allegory, biography, personal correspondence, personal memoirs, diaries, and prophecies.

· It speaks to hundreds of controversial subjects with amazing harmony and continuity from Genesis to Revelation.  The one unfolding story is “God reaching out to save seeking people.”  

The Bible Is Unique In Its Preservation & Translation

· It was originally written on papyrus, which perishes, so it had to be copied and recopied for hundreds of years before the invention of the printing press.  

· The Jews preserved the Old Testament like no other manuscript has ever been preserved with their method of keeping tabs on every letter, syllable, word and paragraph.  Special classes of men (massoretic scribes) had the sole occupation of copying, preserving and transmitting these documents with perfect detail - counting letters and syllables.  The accuracy of texts is more certain than those of Shakespeare from the 1600’s!

· It has more manuscript evidence than any ten pieces of classical literature (like Homer’s Iliad).  There are 8,000 manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate, and 1,000 for the Hebrew versions.  We have 4,000 Greek manuscripts of portions of the New Testament (and another 9,000 in other ancient languages).  

· With the exception of about 20 instances, the text of every verse in the New Testament is settled beyond dispute with scholars, and the variations that exist do not change the Bible’s doctrines.

· The Bible was the first book ever translated.  The Septuagint was the Greek translation of the Old Testament made in 250 B.C. during the Greek Empire.

· It has been translated and retranslated and paraphrased more than any other book in existence.  As of 1998, the Bible had been translated into 1486 languages!

· The Bible has been published in more languages over a longer period of time than any other book in human history.
The Bible Is Unique In Its Survival:

· The Bible has been attacked repeatedly and viciously like no other book.  Copies of the Apostles’ writings circulated despite mass martyrdom at the hands of the Roman Caesars. 

· Voltaire, the French philosopher of the 1700’s, made it his aim to destroy the Bible and wipe out Christianity within 100 years.  He had public burnings of Bibles and prosecutions of believers, but within 50 years of his death, the Geneva Bible Society used Voltaire’s house to publish Bibles!


Homework!





Pick up a good copy of the Bible, preferably a study Bible.  Browse through it.  What are the unique features of your Bible?








Overview Of The Bible
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