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WELCOME!

How is your Bible distinctively different?  Is the Bible really God’s book?  Let’s take a look at some evidences that people did not write the Bible all by themselves.

PROPHECIES WITH 100% ACCURACY!

Scripture is the only volume ever produced by a group of men in which large bodies of prophecies relating to people, to cities, to nations, to all peoples of the earth, and to a coming supernatural Messiah are contained in great detail.  The conquest of Israel, the rise of the Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman Empires, etc., were all foretold.

Over 300 Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, written before 450 B.C. were fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ (4 B.C. to 29 A.D.).  Over 48 major prophecies were very clearly directed at the Messiah; no one else in history could “fit the shoe” so perfectly. This is not mere coincidence since the law of probability is overwhelmingly against it.  

A STATISTICAL MIND-BLOWER!

According to statisticians at MIT, if you take the eight prophecies concerning 1) the Bethlehem birth, 2) the preparatory ministry of John the Baptist, 3) the triumphal entry on a donkey, 4) the betrayal by a friend for 30 pieces of silver 5) who threw the money into the Temple, 6) the piercing of hands and feet, 7) the refusal to give a defense at trial, and 8) the crucifixion with thieves, the chances of these being fulfilled by one man is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000 (1 in 10 to the 17th power)!  

· If you had 1017 quarters, you could cover Texas 6” deep.  Mark one of those coins with red paint, put it somewhere in Texas, and send blind man to find it.  The chance that the red quarter will be the first coin he picks up is 1017.

· That’s just eight prophecies – what about the others!  For the 48 major prophesies to come true, the chances would be 10157 - that’s 157 zeros.  There is nothing else like Bible prophecy in any ancient or modern literature or in any other religion!


AN UNREFUTED HISTORICAL RECORD!

The scientific community relies upon biblical accounts as accurate when it comes to archaeology.  From 1860-1960, it was doubted, but find after find confirms the biblical record!  Check out TIME magazine!

No other compilation of writings gives fifteen centuries of ongoing history that have never been proven inaccurate in any detail.  The Bible gives recorded history from Abraham in 2090 B.C. to King Zedekiah in 586 B.C. and then to the last days of Paul’s ministry in A.D. 64.

UNLIKELY TO BE FABLES OR FANTASY!

· The theme of the Bible does not glorify mankind – all other ancient religious writings do.  

· The basic story line of the Bible is mankind turning against God, our natural estrangement from Him, our inability to please Him or earn His favor through good or religious works, God’s choosing of a small nation through which to work (Israel), God’s becoming a Jewish man who came to die as an innocent substitute for us, and God’s seeking us out individually so that we might be forgiven and have eternal life.

· There is no final triumph of a human hero or of mankind like there are in fables and mythological writings.

· The sins of key characters are abundant, unlike any other ancient literature.  Admission against interest = credibility!

· All but four of the world’s major religions are philosophical systems; of the four based on personalities, only one claims that its founder rose from the dead and holds that faith and salvation are based upon a personal relationship with the resurrected founder.  

· No other religion is based upon salvation by faith without works.

SOME GUTSY CLAIMS!

·  All Scripture is “God-breathed,” that is, it is not a compilation of the thoughts of wise men; it is supernatural revelation, where God communicated truth to the Bible’s authors.  2 Timothy 3:16

· The human authors wrote down God’s revelation in response to being moved (borne along) by God’s Holy Spirit, so that they wrote it without error, and just as God wanted it said.  2 Peter 1:19-21.

· No one in Israel questioned Moses receiving God’s revelation when he wrote the Torah (the first five books of the Bible).  Other prophets and kings, who were proven to be God’s messengers, also had their writings received by Israel as God’s revelation.  The main authentication of these writings was that the prophecies came true!

· The 12 Apostles spoke the “word of God” (logos - message of God), which to them meant new revelation to be taken on equal footing with the Old Testament prophets.  Acts 4:31, Romans 10:17.  Paul quotes both Moses’ and Luke’s writings as “Scripture.”  1 Timothy 5:18. Peter said that Paul’s writings were “Scripture.” 2 Peter 3:16.


The Bible As God’s Book
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Homework!


If the Bible is God’s book, how should that affect us?





Browse the Book of Genesis.


Chapters 1-11 deal with four major events.  What are they?  


Chapters 12-50 deal with four major people.  Who are they?








Prophecy in 730 B.C.


Micah 5:2


(


Fulfilled in 4 B.C.


Matthew 2:1-6








Prophesied in 610 B.C.


Jeremiah 23:7-8


(


Fulfilled in 1948 - now





STUDY TIPS (





Understanding A “Reference”


Hundreds of years ago when the Bible was translated, each book of the Bible was divided into chapters, and each chapter into numbered verses.  In these handouts, I will use “verse references” that give you a verse’s address. 





Genesis 20:4 = 


The Book of Genesis, chapter 20, the 4th verse.








Much of this material is taken from Evidence That Demands A Verdict, and He Walked Among Us, by Josh McDowell








