PAGE  
2
Journey Studies - 3


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]The Journey Studies

At Oak Village

THE WORD “TESTAMENT”

When we think of the word “testament,” we normally think of a Last Will and Testament.  Your last will is your desire upon your death.  A testament is a covenant with those you leave behind that they will carry out your desires.  As we’ll study later, God entered covenants with several people like Noah, Abraham, and King David, and with God’s own chosen people, Israel.  

Because Israel repeatedly broke that covenant, God promised a new one in the Book of Jeremiah (31:31-37).  Christians believe that Jesus set up that new covenant, or testament, when He died and rose again.  Hence the writings telling about Jesus’ life and teachings, and His last instructions to those who enter a covenant with Him are called the “New Testament.”  Although most Jewish people believe in a historical Jesus, they do not agree with His teaching or with the New Testament.

THE JEWISH BIBLE AND THE OLD TESTAMENT

The “Bible” of Jesus’ day was what we refer to as the Old Testament.  The Jewish Bible, called the Tenakh, has the same writings but they’re grouped differently (for instance, all of the minor prophets are one book).  The first five books of teachings are the Torah, the prophetic writings are the Neviim, and the writings are the Ketuvim – TNK – hence, Tenakh.  Jesus and His disciples were orthodox in their view that the Tenakh was God’s revealed word  - that it was perfect, and without error down to the very letter!

THE PENTATEUCH (THE TORAH)

The first five books of the Bible were written under the supervision of Moses.  In addition to being called the Torah; they’re also known as the Pentateuch (Pentad - five), or The Books of the Law.  These five books cover human history from the Creation (creation of man @ 4,000 to 5,000 B.C.) to the time when Joshua is ready to lead Israel into Palestine in about 1405 B.C.  (see the time chart). 

THE HISTORICAL BOOKS

Joshua, Judges and Ruth record Israel first settling in Palestine (Canaan), getting comfortable, forgetting God, facing God’s discipline and returning to Him.  Ruth is a love story about King David’s great grandmother.  The Books of Samuel, the Kings and Chronicles record the rise and fall of Israel’s three kings – Saul, David and Solomon – and the division of Israel after being attacked in the north by Assyria, and in the south by Babylon (Chaldea).  The Jews escaped a holocaust under Esther, and returned from Babylon to set up the Temple (Ezra) and the walls (Nehemiah).


NOTES

THE NINE OLD TESTAMENT ERAS
	1.  The Creation Era

	
	4000 BC
	Creation of Mankind
	Genesis 1 - 2

	
	4000 BC
	Fall and Murder
	Genesis 3 - 5

	
	2500 BC
	Noah’s Flood
	Genesis 6 - 9

	
	2200 BC
	Early Babylon and the Tower of Babel
	Genesis 10 - 11

	2.  The Patriarch Era

	
	2165-1990 BC
	Abraham
	Genesis 12 - 25

	
	2065 BC
	Isaac
	Genesis 21 - 26

	
	2005 BC
	Jacob (to Egypt 1914 BC)
	Genesis 26 - 50

	
	1931 BC
	Joseph
	Genesis 37 - 50

	3.  The Exodus Era

	
	1520-1445 BC
	Moses, Birth & Leaving Egypt
	Exodus 1 - 4

	
	1445 BC
	Exodus From Egypt
	Exodus 5 -18

	
	1445 BC
	Giving of the Law
	Exodus 19 - 31

	
	1445 BC
	The Golden Calf Incident
	Exodus 32 - 34

	
	1445 BC
	The Tabernacle
	Exodus 35 - 40

	
	1445 BC
	The Sacrificial & Ceremonial Laws
	Leviticus 1 - 27

	
	1445 BC
	Refusing the Promised Land
	Numbers 1 - 14

	
	1445-1405 BC
	The Wilderness Wandering
	Numbers 15 - 25

	
	1405 BC
	Getting Ready to Conquer
	Numbers 26 - 36

	
	1405 BC
	Moses’ Final Reading of the Law
	Deut. 1 - 34

	4.  The Conquest Era

	
	1398 BC
	The Conquest of Canaan
	Joshua 1 - 13

	
	1398-1330 BC
	The Settlement of the Twelve Tribes
	Joshua 14 - 24

	5.  The Era of Judges

	
	1398-1043 BC
	Deborah, Gideon, Samson and others
	Judges 1 - 21

	
	1100 BC
	The Love Story of Ruth
	Ruth 1 - 4

	6.  The United Kingdom Era

	
	1085 BC
	Eli, Hannah and Samuel
	1 Samuel 1 - 7

	
	1043 BC
	King Saul, and the Rise of David
	1 Samuel 8 - 30

	
	1000 BC
	King David, Triumphs, Sins & Troubles
	2 Samuel 1 - 24

	
	984 BC
	King Solomon, Rise and Decline
	1 Kings 1 - 11

	7.  The Divided Kingdom Era

	
	931 BC
	The Division into Israel and Judah
	1 Kings 12 - 15

	
	860 BC
	Elijah in Wicked Israel
	1 Kings 16 - 22

	
	850-722 BC
	Elisha, Isaiah, prophets, the Fall of Israel to Assyria
	2 Kings 1 - 17

	
	680-586 BC
	Jeremiah, prophets, the Fall of Judah to Babylon
	2 Kings 18 - 25

	8.  The Captivity Era

	
	607-537 BC
	Daniel in Babylon & Persia
	Daniel

	
	510 BC
	Esther, Jewish Queen in Persia
	Esther

	9.  The Return Era

	
	458 BC
	Ezra Restores the Temple and the Law
	Ezra

	
	446 BC
	Nehemiah and the Walls of Jerusalem
	Nehemiah

	
	400 BC
	Sin Continues and the Lord is Silent
	Malachi, etc.


	2500 BC
	Old Egyptian Empire

Minoan Empire

Assyrian Empire

	2240 BC


	Pyramids at Giza

	2100 BC

2000 BC
	Middle Egyptian Empire

Shang Dynasty, China

	1790 BC
	Code of Hammurabi

	1750 BC
	Hittite Empire

	1570 BC
	New Egyptian Empire

	1450-23 BC
	Amenhotep II in Egypt

	1500 BC
	Emergence of Arabs

	800 BC
	Homer’s Iliad

	609 BC

563 BC
	Chaldean Empire

Birth of Buddha

	551 BC
	Birth of Confucius

	550 BC
	Persian Empire

	330 BC
	Greek Conquest (Alex)

	190 BC
	Roman Empire



STUDY TIPS (





Understanding The “Context”


“You’re just an ugly old dog that nobody wants.”  





Context is VERY important.  You can’t properly understand this statement until you know the context.  If a man was saying this to his wife, that’s one thing.  If it’s a little girl finding a stray along the road and wanting to take him home, that’s quite another!





Be careful not to take Bible verses, and even whole stories, out of context!  Interpret the verse by the surrounding verses, then by the chapter, then by the book, by the author and by the book’s geographical and historical location.








Old Testament Overview
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Homework!


Read the first two chapters in Genesis








