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AN OVERVIEW OF GENESIS

The word “genesis” means beginnings.  The Book of Genesis covers 1/3 of human history!  Here’s a quick look at its contents.

	Focus
	Four Events
	Four People

	Topic
	Creation
	Fall
	Flood
	Nations
	Abraham
	Isaac
	Jacob
	Joseph

	Chapters
	1-2
	3-5
	6-9
	10-11
	12-25
	25-27
	27-37
	37-50

	Groups
	Human Race - Historical
	Hebrew People - Biographical

	Location
	Fertile Crescent
	Haran, Canaan and Egypt

	Time
	@2000 years (4000-2090 B.C.)
	286 years (2090 – 1804 B.C.)


GENESIS 1:1
IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…  The Bible begins with a pre-existent and personal God who created all things by speaking them into existence.  It is interesting that the existence of God is presupposed.  Why do you suppose no argument is made?
1.

2.

*We’ll come back to evidences for the existence of God after looking at creation.


… CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.  The first verse of the Bible eliminates the concept that “matter” has always been.  The first chapter of the Bible also rules out the Theory of Evolution, particularly the evolution of mankind.  Why?

Read Hebrews 11:3.  

How was the universe formed?

What materials did God use to make it?

How do we know this is true?

YOU GOTTA HAVE FAITH!

The facts of Earth’s origin MUST be taken by faith.  Why?  What are the elements of the scientific method?

1.

2.

3.

Since no human was at the creation, how it happened is a matter of faith!



Most people put their faith in the view for which they see the most evidence.  Since the scientific community embraced evolution 140 years ago, America’s schools slowly accepted “the faith” of scientists (who must know!) rather than the faith of the Judeo-Christian community.  Why?

In the last 80 years, the Judeo-Christian community began to split the Scripture, trusting it for things religious, but not science or history.  Now, while we move toward evolution, the evolutionists are abandoning the theory!

PROBLEMS WITH FAITH IN EVOLUTION
1. Evolutionary theory cannot explain the origin of matter. 

2. Evolutionary theory has come up with no scientific basis for the “spontaneous generation” of life.

3. Science’s Second Law of Thermodynamics holds that all things move from order to disorder, from structure to decay.  Evolution says the opposite must be true billions of time over.

4. Evolution gives no explanation for why our solar system exists the way it does, and why our planet is unlike all others.

5. Evolution gives no explanation for the fact that all laws of nature in the universe (gravity, centrifuge, molecular cohesion, etc.) are perfect for life on earth; any slight shift would end all life.

6. Geneticists have concluded that all of mankind came from one set of parents whom they call “African Adam and Eve.”

7. Although dinosaurs and other animals, plants and insects are extinct, the fossil record shows that they were created suddenly and died out suddenly.  The fossil record gives no evidence of “missing links” between the various life groups.

8. Real mutations happen too quickly (reptiles changing sex, skin tones mutating with exposure to sun, etc.).

9. Evolutionary theory is rigidly uniformitarian, saying that all things happen at the same rate, without cataclysmic events.  Thus, they can’t explain a pine tree growing through 2 million years of rock or a frozen dinosaur with fresh greens in its mouth.

10. Science and mathematics are have become disciplines that are anti-supernatural.  Things like “God” and “miracles” and “angels” can’t be tested repeatedly and can “just mess everything up.”

BIBLE = REALITY?

But the Bible seems so different from evolution!  Isn’t there evidence against what the Bible says?!  There are some trouble spots – stay tuned!!
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STUDY TIPS (





Titles and Names of God


In most English translations of the Old Testament, you will find the words God and Lord, but you will also find GOD and LORD. 





That’s because they are translations of different Hebrew words:





God = Elohim (Strong One)


Lord = Adonai (Master)


GOD/LORD = Jehovah (“I Am Because I Am” or the Self-existent One)





There are many other names for God that we’ll look at later.








