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THE SIX DAYS OF CREATION

	Genesis 1
	Day
	What Was Created?

	First Day 

vv. 3-5
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	Heavens, watery earth and light (so there was light and darkness)



	Second Day vv. 6- 8
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	Sky (firmament or atmosphere) separating waters above from those beneath

	Third Day 

vv. 9-13
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	Land and seas (waters gathered); vegetation on land

	Fourth Day vv. 14-19
	
	Sun, Moon and Stars (to govern day and night and be markers for signs, seasons, days and years)

	Fifth Day 

vv. 20-23
	
	Fish and Birds (to fill the waters and sky)

	Sixth 

Day vv. 24--31
	
	Animals (to fill the earth); Man and Woman (to care for and have dominion over the earth and to commune with God)


While the Bible’s teaching is directly contrary to the evolution of mankind, many Christian scholars differ on the age of the earth, and what happened before mankind was created.

THE “YOUNG EARTH” CREATIONIST VIEW

Biblical Evidence For A Young Earth

1. Genesis 1 states that God created the heavens and the earth and took six days to bring form and function to it.   

2. The Sabbath day of rest is based on a literal 24-hour day (Exodus 20:11).

3. Genesis 1 repeatedly states (in vv. 5, 8, 13, etc.) that “mornings and evenings” made up the days, a phrase only used of 24-hour periods in Hebrew writings.  

4. Although the word “day” can be used of an age (“back in my day”), when a number is placed in front of “day” (such as 1st day, 2nd day) in any Hebrew literature, it means a literal 24-hour period.

5. If plants were created on the 3rd day, how could they survive “an age” without photosynthesis until the sun was created on the 4th day?

6. The language used in the passage is literal, not metaphorical or allegorical.

7. The geography of the area is known, not just legendary or allegorical.

8. The people (Adam and Eve) were literal people who, according to Jesus’ statement in Mark 10:6, were made in “the beginning” (not after 50 billion years).



9. God created things with “mature age.”  Adam and Eve were adults and the animals were created as older beings.  Why not rocks and stars?

10. Romans 5 states that Adam’s sin brought death.  If the days were ages, and there was no death until Adam, then no dinosaurs would have died natural deaths for millions of years.  By the time Adam came along, there would be no place to walk!

Scientific Evidence For A Young Earth

1. The biblical account can accommodate prehistoric life (dinosaurs) if one understands cataclysmic events, rather than uniformitarianism.

2. Biblical scientists can’t prove the age of the earth using scientific methods, and they don’t try.  But they can disprove the “billions” theory.

3. There is scientific evidence that the earth is not extremely old 

· The cores of the earth & moon would be cold after billions of years.

· Salt from land continually pours into the ocean.  The oceans are not salty enough for a billion year age.

· Helium from rocks escapes into the atmosphere.  The atmosphere has only 1/2000 of the helium it should for a billion year old earth.

· The moon is moving away from the earth now at ½ inch per year.  It would be long gone if the earth were a billion years old.

THE “OLD EARTH” CREATIONIST VIEWS

The Gap Theory

A few believers hold to the view that there is a silent gap of time between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 during which the most powerful angel, Lucifer (now Satan) rebelled against God, was cast out of the Lord’s presence, and came down to destroy the first earth that had prehistoric plants and animals.  

The phrase “without form and void (empty)” is used only one other time in the OT of when a city had been destroyed, left in rubble and uninhabited after a war.  This theory would account fossils left after the cataclysm.  After the destruction, God “re-created” the surface of the earth.

The Day-Age Theory

A more popular view is that the “days” of Genesis 1 are really ages.  The idea is that the ancient Hebrews were too simple to understand evolution, so God gave them a simple story.  This view arose after Darwin (1860s) and seems to deny the literal interpretation of Scripture in order to accommodate what science is theorizing.  However, several arguments can be made:

· There could be no literal evening and morning without the sun and moon on the fourth day.  Thus, a “day” is a period of time.

· Since God does not dwell in time, a day is as a thousand years (Psalm 90:2-4, 3 Peter 3:8).

· Before God created Adam, He planted the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:8-14) and made plants grow in it.  Seems like more than just a day.

· On the sixth day, Adam was created, given instructions about the garden, named all the animals and birds, felt lonely, was put to sleep and later awoke to find Eve – all in one day?
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A FEW CREATION SCIENCE WEBSITES





Answers In Genesis


www.answersingenesis.org/





Creation Research Society


www.creationresearch.org





Institute for Creation Research


www.icr.org





Stephen E. Jones


http://members.iinet.net.au/~sejones/





Jeffrey Steuber


www.globaldialog.com/~jstueber/evolut3.htm





Creation Science Website


http://emporium.turnpike.net/C/cs/


- - - - 


"Evidence from the fossils now points overwhelmingly away from the classical Darwinism which most Americans learned in high school. ...The missing link between man and the apes...is merely the most glamorous of a whole hierarchy of phantom creatures. In the fossil record missing links are the rule...The more scientists have searched for the transitional forms between species, the more they have been frustrated."


 -Newsweek, 11/03/80














Homework


Re-read Genesis 1:26 – 2:25.  





List 6 things we know about Adam and Eve before they sinned.








STUDY TIPS (





Comparing Scripture


The Bible is not written as a textbook or a systematic statement of theology.  Thus, to understand a passage better, you look at other passages that mention the same event.  





For instance, compare Genesis 1 with John 1:1-3 and Colossians 1:15-16








