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TWO VIEWS OF GOD’S CREATION

Genesis 1:26-2:3 gives us the “macro” (broad) view of the creation of mankind, and Genesis 2:4-25 gives us a more detailed view.  Why?

1.

2.

EVIDENCE OF GOD’S PLURALITY

“Let us make man in our image.” (Genesis 1:26)  To whom is God speaking?  Man was made by one God and only in God’s image.  Man was not made in the image of animals or angels.  The Bible is clear that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4), but Genesis 1:26 is the first strong indication that God, as a single being, has the attribute of plurality.

THE HIGHLIGHT OF GOD’S CREATION

Adam and Eve were the highlight of God’s creation - created “in the image of God.”  What does that mean?  

1. We are not highly evolved animals; we were created separately and specially, one at a time (animals - 1:24-25; man 1:26-27), 

2. Some see man’s three parts (soul, body and spirit) corresponding with the trinity (Father-mind, Son-body, and Spirit-spirit). 

3. Mankind is made in God’s image since we are:

· Intelligent (calculating)

· Rational (reasoning)

· Creative (inventive and artistic)

· Communicative (of ideas in languages)

· Dominant over all other creatures (1:28-30)

EVEN GOD TAKES A REST

God never lacks strength, but in Genesis 2:1-3, God finished His creative work and on the seventh day He rested.  Why?  We can see throughout Scripture that He did it as a pattern for us and for the land – we all need periodic rest.

Verse 3 states that He sanctified this seventh day.  To sanctify means to be set apart as special, distinctive or different – separated in kind, not in place.  It has almost the same meaning as “holy.”  God wants His people to be sanctified – distinctively different from the rest of the world that doesn’t know God.  God also sanctified the seventh day as a day of rest.  The word “Shabbat” or _____________ means rest.  It is a creation principle never retracted by God.





THE MAN – THE WOMAN – THE MARRIAGE

Man is dirt and the breath of God (2:7).  All of the chemical elements in our bodies are also found in the ground.  The first man’s name was Adam, which means “man.”  Life began in a garden; Adam’s first job was to name the animals (2:19), then to work the garden and care for it (2:15).  Thus, work is NOT a result of the curse, but is yet another way man is made in God’s image.

What was the one thing in the Garden that was “not good?”  (see Genesis 2:18).  _______________________________.  God gave Adam a “suitable helper” from his side to be by his side.  She was created from him and for him (see 1 Corinthians 11:7-9).  

What did God do at the end of verse 22?  Notice that God did not create several women.  Notice also that God created Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.  God’s plan is monogamous heterosexual marriage.  Notice also that a couple does not have to have children for things to be perfect.

A LOOK AT THE MAP

The Garden of Eden was a literal place, watered by four main rivers and mists from the ground, but no rain (2:5-6, 10-14).










THE FIRST COMMANDS OF GOD

From the first few commands of God given before sin came to the earth, we can start to understand the purpose of human life.  What were some of these commands?

1. (1:28) – 

2. (1:28) – 

3. (2:15) – 

4. (2:17) - 
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Holy Chocolates!





Before Marsha started eating her box of chocolates, she looked to see which piece her mom would like best.  She found it, marked it with a toothpick and gave it to her later.  It was sanctified.











GOD’S NAMES MEAN SOMETHING!





What does your name mean?  To the Hebrews, a name meant something, and often they would give a name to a child reflecting family circumstances or the child’s characteristics.





In Genesis 1, God is referred to as ___________, which means “the Awesome Powerful One.”  It is really a title, not a name.





In Genesis 2, God is referred to as ___________ (Yahweh or “LORD God” in English).  This is the actual name of God, a name not known to Adam or Noah or Abraham.  God first told his name to Moses who later began to write Genesis.  Moses used the name Yahweh when God was relating to man in a personal way.  Thus, Genesis 2 gives us a more intimate view.








Homework!





Read Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-19.  These are prophecies against human kings, but might these verses also refer to someone else?








