Journey Studies - 8


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]The Journey Studies

At Oak Village
[image: image3.wmf]
HUGELY IMPORTANT!

What happened in Eden is one of the most critical events in history!  Your understanding of the rest of Scripture, of the nature of man, the character of God, the work of Christ, etc., is all based on correctly understanding “the fall of mankind into sin.” 

A LITTLE REVIEW

We have learned before that 

· God made Adam and Eve in His own image in special, individual acts of creation.  He was their Creator and rightfully their Lord.

· They were literal people in a literal Garden of Eden.

· Like little children, they were innocent, having no concept of right or wrong.  They were naked and not ashamed (Genesis 2:25).

· God gave them three positive commands: 1) Exercise dominion over the earth, 2) Tend the Garden, and 3) Multiply and fill the earth, and 

JUST ONE NEGATIVE COMMAND

According to Genesis 2:15-17, what was the only thing God prohibited?

What was the penalty for not obeying this command?

THE SET-UP

What is our strongest desire in life?

From what we mentioned about the fall of Satan, what was the only thing Satan had to get Adam and Eve to do?

Adam and Eve had received only one negative command.  Notice Satan’s tactics in twisting Eve’s thinking!

1. First, he ______________  ______  ________ (3:1).

2. Then, he ______________  ______  _____________ (3:4),

3. Then, he ______________  ______  _____________ (3:5).

Despite all that she had, Satan got Eve to focus on the one thing she didn’t have.  He tried to convince her that she was missing out on true happiness and fulfillment.  





THE LIE

“You will be like God.”  Satan’s challenges and promises made before the fall still exist today in many religions - that man through his own works can reach God, become a god or become a part of God.

What does John 8:44 tell us about Satan and “the lie?”

ONE … LAST … LINGERING … LOOK

In Genesis 3:6, Eve pondered three things about the fruit. This is typical of temptations offered by the world and Satan!

	GO FOR IT!!
	EVE’S TEMPTATION
	OUR AMBITIONS

1 JOHN 2:16
	JESUS’ TEMPTATION

	
	Pleasing to the eye
	
	I will give you the kingdoms of earth as your possession.

	
	Good for food
	
	Turn these stones into bread.

	
	Desirable to gain wisdom
	
	Everyone can see the angels catch you. 


ONE BIG BAD BITE

What Adam and Eve did – eating fruit – wasn’t so bad.  The disobedience was bad, and the kind of fruit they ate was bad!  

Remember, Satan always makes temptations look good; he maximizes the benefit and minimizes the swath of destruction that follows.  In this case, Satan told a half-truth.  

Read Genesis 3:22.  Did Adam and Eve become like God?

What did Satan not tell them?

In 2 Corinthians 11:3 and 1 Timothy 2:14, we learn that Eve was “deceived” and disobeyed.   But when were “their eyes opened,” according to Genesis 3:7?

Who does 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 say was responsible for sin entering the world?



GENESIS





The Scandal in Eden 
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Homework!





Read Genesis 3:8-24.





How did God curse the serpent?


The woman?


The man?








THE TRUTH ABOUT TEMPTATION





Temptation is not a sin - only giving in to it!  Eve should have done what we should do:  


Pray for strength to resist; 


Don’t consider the temptation (excuse or minimize it); 


Run from the temptation (sometimes physically), and if it persists in a given place, avoid the place of temptation.








Homework!





Read Genesis 3 very carefully.  In what three areas was Eve tempted?








