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THE FIRSTBORN KILLS THE SECOND BORN! 

Read Genesis 4:1-8.  Wow!  It didn’t take very long to see just how bad sinfulness could get!  We don’t know much about Abel, but he is mentioned first in the Bible’s “Hall of Faith” – Hebrews 11:4.

· How does Hebrews 11:4 describe Abel’s sacrifice?

· Who said that Abel was a righteous man?

· What is Abel doing now, even though he is dead?

ISN’T GOD BEING UNFAIR?

It doesn’t seem right that God would like Abel’s offering but not Cain’s.  Cain was a farmer, not a shepherd, and was doing the best he could … wasn’t he?

Hebrews 11:4 tells us that Abel offered a sacrifice ____  ________

Romans 10: 17 says that faith comes by hearing _______  ___________ 

Abel was not playing “pin the tail on the donkey” here, somehow hoping that God would be happy.  He was obeying what God had told the whole first family to do – to offer up a sacrificial animal to cover their sins.  When God saw that their sins were covered, He had fellowship with them and they were happy. 

CAIN’S ERROR

So now the whole story makes sense!  Cain decided that he would come to God in his own way – a different way but full of religious sincerety – that he would make God more relevant to his way of life as a farmer.  After all, there has to be more than one way to God!  We each have to make our own way to God, don’t we?



When Cain learned that his way was wrong and that he simply needed to obey God, he still refused to change his heart and became angry and jealous.  God warned him and invited him back (Genesis 4:7).



NOTES


ANIMAL SACRIFICES?  YUCK!

Animal sacrifices sound pagan and superstitious to us.  Why did Adam and Eve and their sons do this?  Obviously, these sacrifices began right after Eden – it was not something that mankind developed over time when they didn’t know who God was.

· What did God say was the penalty for eating the fruit of the tree in Genesis 2:17?  _________  

· Did God kill Adam and Eve when they sinned? _____  Remember what God made for Adam and Eve when they were dressed with fig leaves in Genesis 3:21?                        

· So, what had God done rather than killing Adam and Eve?

· What does Hebrews 9:22 tell us has to happen for God to forgive sins?

SOMETHING CAN DIE IN MY PLACE

So, because of God’s love and compassion for us, He made a way for us to be saved from death.  He permitted the use of a substitute sacrifice.  Just as the skin of the animal covered their bodies, God said that the blood of the animal would cover their sins.  God said it.  They believed it and obeyed, trusting that God would view them as righteous people, even though they were sinful.

Now remember, back in the old days, they killed and gutted animals all the time, so they were used to that.  But they used every part of the animal normally.  In a sacrifice, you would take one of your best lambs, place your hands on the head of the animal, confess your sins, slit its throat, and burn the animal up.  It was a total waste – the life of a precious animal gone because of my sins.

WHAT HAPPENED TO CAIN?

Gnensis 4:9-15 tells us what happened to Cain.  Notice that God comes asking questions, like He did with Adam.  Why?

What did Cain intuitively think was the penalty for murder? 

What was God’s sentence?

Who did Cain marry?

How was this possible?


GOD





GENESIS

















STUDY TIPS (





Doing A “Word Study”


Most Bibles have a small concordance in the back.  It gives you most of the popular verses where a word is mentioned.  For instance, if you want to see where the Bible mentions “adoption” or “sacrifice,” you can look in the back.





Full concordances are best if you want to really study something out or see everywhere a word is mentioned in the Bible.  They are for sale in many bookstores and internet stores like www.christianbook.com.
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The Way of Religion


We reach up to God


We make up our own way


We trust in good and religious works








Homework!





Read Genesis 5.





Who was the oldest man who ever lived?  How long before Noah’s flood did he die?








The Way of Faith 


God reaches down to us


God shows us the way


We respond in faith by obeying





The War of Two Ways 
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