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THE TWO CLANS

Genesis 4:16-24 tells us about the descendants of Cain, and Genesis 4:25-5:32 tells us a little about the descendants of Seth, who was born after Abel had been murdered.  Cain began an ungodly line; Seth began the godly line in Genesis 4:26 (not that everyone in the clan was good). 

Cain left the area near Eden and moved eastward with his family toward Nod (meaning “wandering”), near modern Iran and down to the Persian Gulf.  It is believed that all of these “pre-historic” civilizations were located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers – Mesopotamia.

THE PRE-HISTORIC ERA

Archaeological research and excavation did not begin in earnest in the Middle East until the 1870s.  Before then, Bible cultures and characters were mysterious and detached - now we have a lot of information to fill in details of the world in which they lived.  Archaeologists divide Old Testament history into four basic ages: 1) Prehistoric, 2) Bronze Age, 3) Iron Age, and 4) Hellenistic Age.

The era between Eden and the Flood is called “prehistoric” because there are no surviving writings and no mention of a king or dynasty, etc.  What we have from that era are painted pottery, multi-colored wall paintings, copper and metal tools, plastered figurines, vaulted roofs, rock cisterns for water, wheeled wagons.  The Bible tells us that some were known for their skill:

· Jabal (4:20) - ________________

· Jubal (4:21) - ________________

· Tubal-Cain (4:22) - ____________

· Lamech (2:23-24) - ____________

A MESSAGE IN THE NAMES?

It is interesting to note the meanings of the names of those from Seth’s godly line.  Put the meanings together and you get an interesting message!

	Name
	Meaning
	The Message

	Adam
	Man
	

	Seth
	Appointed compensation
	Man (after the Fall) was appointed

	Enosh
	Mortality
	the compensation of mortality as

	Cainan
	Fixed possession
	his fixed possession.  Praise God

	Mahaleel
	Praise of God
	who sent a descendant who was

	Jared
	Descent
	dedicated to be pierced through

	Enoch
	Dedicated
	to bring a powerful victory and

	Methuselah
	Man pierced through
	thereby bring us rest!

	Lamech
	Powerful, victory
	

	Noah
	Bring rest
	






VISITING THE OLD FOLKS’ HOME!

Notice the lifespans of these people!  It took only 11 generations to span 2000 years!  How long did Methuselah live?  When did he die?
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Noah’s Flood

HOW DID THEY DO IT?

These people lived a long time.  How?  Scientists suggest that, prior to the flood of Noah’s day, the earth was covered with a vapor canopy 5-10,000 feet thick (the watery heavens).  Genesis 2:5-6 tells us that there was no rain and a mist went up from the ground.  The rainbow (sunlight shining through vapor) first appeared to mankind after the flood (Genesis 9:12-13).  Thus, before the Flood, the vapor canopy would have blocked out direct sunlight and ultraviolet radiation, creating the climate necessary for the dinosaurs to live and for humans to live a long time.

If we put Adam and Eve at 4,000 BC, then the Flood would have taken place in about @ 2400 BC.  There are no ancient writings prior to this time.

WHAT WOULD BE SAID ABOUT YOU?

The lives of these people pass with just a few words.  Every once in a while, a little line will sum up their life.  What two things are said about Enoch in Genesis 5:22-24?

What does Hebrews 11:5 say about Enoch?

What does Hebrews 11:6 teach us about faith?

Enoch didn’t do anything great; he simply was a godly person.  God is more interested in what we are than in what we do.  The latter flows from the former.  If someone had to sum up your life in a few phrases, what would they say?





GENESIS

















STUDY TIPS (





Getting The Big Picture


It is easy to get lost and overwhelmed when you’re reading through Genesis 4-5, & 10-11, since there are many names and places.





An Illustrated Bible Dictionary can be a lot of help and fun – especially if they have lots of pictures!  (





Inter-Varsity Press has a 3 volume set called The Illustrated Bible Dictionary.











Homework!





None.  


Take a rest! 











The Spread Of Nations 
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