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AN UNCERTAIN TIMELINE

Genesis 4:16-5:32 doesn’t give us a lot of detail about the lifestyle and history of the world in the ante-deluvian (before the flood) era.  Bible scholars believe that this was the era of the dinosaurs when mankind was in the prehistoric stone and bronze ages.  

The lowest biblical chronology would place this era from 4,000-2,400 BC.  Others who believe in an older earth would place the era from 8,000-5,000 BC, since dates for the earliest civilizations (Egyptian and Sumerian) start around 5,000 BC and the last of the pre-historic animals (mammoth and saber-tooth + 20,000 other species) died out around 5,000 BC.

	Views
	Creation
	Noah’s Flood
	Babel
	Abraham Born

	Young Earth
	4,000 BC
	2,400 BC
	2,230 BC
	2,166 BC

	Old Earth
	8,000 BC
	5,000 BC
	4,500 BC
	2,166 BC


DINOSAURS IN THE BIBLE? 

Genesis doesn’t mention dinosaurs.  The poetic book of Job (“Jobe”) was likely written before the time of Abraham and would thus be the earliest book in the Bible.  Job was a godly and wealthy man who lost his family and possessions in one day.  The words of Job, his three friends, and God during this test are written in the book of Job.

The book shows us that man had a working knowledge of the constellations, weather circuits, and the shape of the earth.  He was acquainted with two large animals – Behemoth and Leviathan.  After Job challenged God’s wisdom, God challenged Job’s pride by comparing him with the creation, and with these two great animals:

· BEHEMOTH – JOB 40:15-24

Some guess that this is a hippo or an elephant, but they are hardly the chief of God’s creatures, whom only God can kill, and they don’t have tails like a cedar tree.  This could only be something like the Brontosaurus (Apatosaurus).

· LEVIATHAN – JOB 41:1-34

This is clearly a sea creature that could breath fire.  While this seems like fantasy to us, we still have fish with lights, flowers that eat bugs and chameleons that change color.  Paleontologists tell us that 85% of the earth’s animals are now extinct.




THE NATURAL PATTERN OF MANKIND

We like to think the best of people.  We want to believe that down deep we are really good at heart.  The Bible and the eight major civilizations of human history paint show a different picture.  

Civilizations start out with strong religion and a strict moral code, 

Then religion becomes formal and passé,

Then morality and ethics become relative, 

Then authority becomes corrupted, 

Then law and justice are twisted and perverted

Then there are clampdowns on anarchy,

Then the civilization is conquered or it consumes itself in civil strife

LEAVING GOD FOR GREENER PASTURES

In Romans 1:18-32, Paul gives us the pattern that we would find as we approached the days of Noah before the flood.

	Characteristics
	Verses

	People know God and have the truth.
	vv. 18-21, 32

	People don’t give God His proper place.
	v. 21

	People seek out their own secular wisdom.
	vv. 21-22

	People move from worship of a spirit to worship of images (idolatry) – man, animals, reptiles.
	v. 23

	People engage in ritualistic immorality since they have made the gods to be whatever they want them to be.
	vv. 24-25

	People move into further immorality and homosexuality.
	vv. 26-27

	People try to remove God from memory and public consciousness and go into willful debauchery.
	vv. 28-32


GOD’S PATIENCE UNTIL JUDGMENT

Often, people view “the God of the Old Testament” as severe and much different from Jesus in the New Testament.  God could be severe with mankind at all times and be justified, since we have broken his perfect Law and are guilty of death.  

God is holy, but God is also gracious, and at times he gives us blessings and gives us time to seek him.  He has repeatedly shown incredible patience with civilizations, but if they don’t turn to Him, judgment will fall because of the way they have chosen.  From Adam to the Flood was over 16 centuries of wickedness!  Sometimes God will use other nations to bring judgment; other times he uses natural disasters.

We don’t know what all the wickedness was specifically, but what does Genesis 6:5 state about mankind just before the flood?





GENESIS

















Homework!





Read Genesis 6 & 7





The story of a world flood is included in the history of every early civilization – even today’s primitive tribes!











Lost Technology





Even with today’s laser technology, we could not build another Great Pyramid.  Thus, the wisdom of civilizations can be lost by wars, disease and natural disasters.  A “stone age” man could have been the grandson of someone who left a bronze-age culture and never trained his kids in metallurgy.  











Earth Before The Flood
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