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TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Last week, we looked at the natural pattern of human society to move from faith, order and conscience to selfishness, chaos and immorality.  This moral decline characterized the prehistoric era before the Great Flood.  But there is another strange twist to this story that few people know of, unless they study the Bible closely.  There were super-humans on the earth!

WHO WERE THE SONS OF GOD?

Read Genesis 6:1-4.  Verse 2 mentions the “sons of God.”  This is the Hebrew phrase, “ben elohim.”  Who are these men?  There are two basic views:

View #1

The oldest view, and that of Jewish rabbis, was that these were fallen angels who took on human bodies and married human girls in an attempt to destroy the human race or the line of Messiah.  Perhaps mankind was hoping to become immortal.  This violated the God-ordained order of human procreation.

· Read Job 1:6 and 2:1.  Who are the sons of God and who is with them?  Are those sons of God bound in chains?  Ephesians 6:12 says that we fight against them.

· Read 1 Peter 3:18-20.  Where were the spirits?  When were they disobedient?

· Read Jude 6.  What did these angels do to deserve imprisonment?

· Read 2 Peter 2:4-5.  What happened to the angels mentioned here?  When was this in relation to the Flood?

· Read Genesis 6:3.  In God’s response, He mentions that mankind “is mortal.”

· Read Genesis 6:4.  The word “giants” or “Nephilim” means “mighty fallen ones,” possibly a reference to fallen angels.  Goliath and other huge men were called “rapha,” a different Hebrew word.

· Again Genesis 6:4. The children of these marriages produced mighty and legendary heroes.  Some historians believe that this is where the god-men heroes came from – the Greeks had Hercules, the Babylonian had Gilgamesh, and Indus people had Hare Krishna.  Gilgamesh claimed to be “two-thirds god, and one-third man.” 





View #2

A second view is that “sons of God” refers to men from the godly line of Seth who married the “daughters of men” – women from the ungodly line of Cain.  The godly line would soon die out.

· Read Matthew 22:30.  What did Jesus say about the angels?

· Moses did not use the Hebrew word for angel (malak), a term he used 28 other times when he referred to angels.

· Some argue that it is just not possible.

WHAT WAS GOD’S RESPONSE?

Read Genesis 6:3.  What had God’ Spirit been doing all along?

What was God’s response to these intermarriages?

Read 2 Peter 2:5.  What was happening during those 120 years? (Who else had been a prophet according to Jude 1:14-15?)

Read Genesis 6:5-7,11.  How do the scriptures describe the condition of people prior to the Flood?

What is God’s emotional response?

What was God’s judicial decision?

What does Romans 6:23 teach us about the penalty for sin?

Read Jeremiah 26:3 and Ecclesiastes 8:11.  What two things does God keep in balance?

According to Isaiah 55:6-7, what could these wicked people have done to be saved from the coming judgment?


BUT NOAH FOUND GRACE

Genesis 6:8-9 says that in the end, when judgment was about to fall, there was one man left who, together with his family, was righteous.  Verse 9 gives three descriptions of his character:

· ___________ - He sinned less, but wasn’t sinless.  For the sins he committed, he offered sacrifices to God and sought forgiveness.

· ____________ - He had a “Teflon” reputation.  Any wrongs he may have done against others were dealt with appropriately.

· He _________  ______  _____ - He had a consciousness of God’s presence, and desired to please him with his pattern of conduct.





Something wild in the DNA?  Ancient gods are often depicted as humans with snakes and angel’s wings.

















Homework!





Read Genesis 6





Draw a picture of Noah’s ark to scale.


How many of each animal did he bring into the ark?











Grace = _________  _______








GENESIS





Evil Angels On The Earth


13 








