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FAILING TO FINISH WELL

The first mention of alcohol in the Bible is a sad story (Genesis 9:18-29).  Noah became a farmer and planted a vineyard.  One day he got drunk and passed out naked in his tent.  Ham “saw” the nakedness of his father, but Shem and Japheth went in backward and covered their father.  

· What exactly did Ham do that was so bad?

· Who did Noah curse?  Why him?  Who were his descendants?

· What was the blessing upon Shem?

· What was the blessing upon Japheth?

· What was said about Ham?

Do you see any similarities between Adam and Noah?

· Both were progenitors of the human race

· Both received God’s commands to multiply and rule the earth

· Both had a garden to enjoy as a blessing from God

· Both sinned in connection with the fruit

· Both were naked without shame

· The wrongdoing of both affected generations to follow

Noah, and many other Bible characters, failed to finish well.  How is that evidence that mere men did not write the Bible?  What lesson should their failure teach us?

WHO WERE THEIR DESCENDANTS?

Noah had three sons who began three basic lines of ethnic descent. 

	Noah’ Sons
	Grandkids
	Ethnic Groups
	Distinctives

	Shem

Gen. 10:21-32
	Elam

Asshur

Arphaxad

Lud

Aram
	The Shemitic (Semitic) peoples settled in Babylonia and then expanded westward into Palestine and southward to Arabia.
	Notes:  Gen. 10:21 tells us that Shem was the father of all the children of Eber (“Eberews”).  Semitic people started the monotheistic religions of the Jordan. 

	Japheth

Gen. 10:1-5
	Gomer

Magog

Madai

Javan

Tubal

Meshech

Tiras
	The Japhethetic peoples settled in Turkey and the Greek islands first, then went north into Europe and east into India.  This is the Indo-European ethnic group.
	Notes: The fair-skinned descendants of Meshech crossed the Caucasus Mountains northward into modern Russia.  Even today, whites are referred to as “Caucasian.”  These peoples started philosophical faith and thought.

	Ham

Gen. 10:6-20
	Cush

Mizraim

Put

Canaan
	The Hamitic peoples settled in Africa and in Asia.  Cush is Etheopia, Mizraim is Egypt, Put is Lybia, and Canaan went to Palestine.
	Notes:  These dark and yellow-skinned peoples spread the farthest and contributed basic inventions of civilization – paper, copper, explosives, electricity, etc.




LAST OF THE LONG LIVES

Noah was the last of the very old men of pre-historic times.  He was 950 when he died (Genesis 9:28-29).  But after Noah, watch what happens (from Genesis 11:10-26):  Shem – 600, Arphaxad – 438, Salah – 433, Eber – 464, Peleg – 239, Reu – 239, Serug – 230, Nahor – 148, Terah – 205, Abraham – 175.

A LOOK AT THE MAP






























Homework!





Read Genesis 11 & 12





Where was Abram from?





What was his background?





Was Abram a Jew?








GENESIS





The Table of Nations
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