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BABEL “WHOSE TOP IS HEAVEN”

With no electricity, you spend more time outdoors!  The ancient peoples of the earth had an incredible knowledge of the heavens, as evidenced by Stonehenge, the pyramids and Babel.  

Archaeological evidence suggests that the Tower of Babel was a building dedicated to the worship of the heavenly bodies – astrology.  In the ruins of Babylon, there is a tower made of brick 153 feet high with a base of 400 feet with seven stages, the color of each corresponding with the seven observable planets.  At the top is a capstone with the signs of the zodiac.  The tower dates back to the Akkadian period (2500-1700 BC).

What makes study of this topic difficult is that in the old days, they made no difference between astronomy and astrology.  Do the stars contain truth?  It would be like God to have design in everything, not just throw the stars out there without purpose.  But what truth do they contain, and what is meant for us?  Did the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil contain knowledge for Eve?  Yes, but that knowledge was forbidden.

LISTEN WITH YOUR EYES

OBSERVATION #1 – The Heavens Declare God’s Glory

Look at Psalm 19.  The   World   of God (verses 1-6) should always be interpreted in light of the   Word   of God (verses 7-14).  

Read Romans 1:20.  Nature communicates (without a spoken word) God’s existence, His expansiveness, His power, His faithfulness and His creative genius!  But His Word, the Bible, should guide our thoughts and conduct.

OBSERVATION #2 – Astrology Is Forbidden

Read Isaiah 47:11-15, Deuteronomy 4:19-20, 2 Kings 23:4-6, Jeremiah 19:13, Acts 7:42-43 and the Isaiah passage all condemn the practice of astrology – worshipping heavenly bodies and using them for guidance.  

OBSERVATION #3 – The Heavenly Bodies Are Signs

Read Genesis 1:14.  On day 4 of creation, God made the sun, moon and stars for what purposes?

· For      signs     and       seasons      and      days      and      years.
· What is a sign?  A placard giving a message.  (see Genesis 9:12 – the rainbow is a “sign”).  God said the stars were fixed signs, not living guides.
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OBSERVATION #4 – The Stars Speak Of The Gospel

Read Romans 10:8-18.  In this passage, Paul is talking about the gospel.
· In verse 17, Paul says that faith comes from hearing the Word of God.  

· Then in verse 18, what does Paul ask about mankind? 

· What is his answer and what passage does he quote to support his argument?

· Paul is saying that man has heard the gospel by the witness of the heavens.

OBSERVATION #5 - The Stars Have Names

Read Psalm 147:4-5, Isaiah 40:26.  God has names for each of the stars.  What are some of these names?

· Job 9:9-10 – Bear, Orion & Pleiades. 
· Amos 5:8 - Pleiades &  Orion.
OBSERVATION #6 – The Stars Have Groupings

Job 38:31-33 mentions the three constellations in Job 9, but adds the term mazzaroth which the NIV translates “constellations.”  The word could be better translated zodiac, but that term carries far too much baggage!
Verse 33 speaks of the laws or ordinances of the heavens and mentions their dominion.  Some scholars have supposed this to support astrology, but that would be inconsistent with Isaiah 47:11-14, Deuteronomy 4:19, 2 Kings 23:5, Jeremiah 19:13, Acts 7:42-43 - passages condemning the practice.  
LESSONS FROM HISTORY AND LINGUISTICS

Stars grouped together are called constellations.

What does history reveal to us about these constellations?  They are not obvious, and they were around before recorded human history.
What does the field of linguistics tell us about these constellations?  The names, though in many different languages, all have the same meaning.
Conclusion:  Looking at these facts together, we can conclude that constellations have a common source and originated in a culture that pre-dates written history.  For those of us who know the Bible, during what period of time would this have been?  Before Noah’s Flood.
FROM THE VIRGIN TO THE CONQUERING KING

Astrology and Eastern religions, which are corruptions of God’s message, teach that the cycle of the Mazzaroth (zodiac constellations) begins in January with Capricorn.  Wrong!  Ancient calendars (like the Jewish calendar) begin after harvest in September with Virgo (Bethulah) and end with Leo, the Conquering Lion.




THE GOSPEL IN VIRGO

Each of the twelve signs of the zodiac is a group of four constellations – the main named constellation, and three decans or sub-constellations.  

The Three Decans of God’s First Constellation – Virgo (Bethulah)

1. COMA.  Meaning of the name Desired One  

The constellation is a woman holding a Baby boy.  

Persian, Hebrew, Chaldean and Egyptian tradition all say that the woman is a virgin and the boy is Jewish.
2. CENTAUR.  Meaning of the name Despised One.  

The constellation is a creature that is half horse and half man, ancient symbols meaning half creature and half deity.
3. BOOTES.  Meaning of the name Coming Shepherd.

The main star in the constellation is Nekkar, meaning Pierced.
Ancient Persian/Chaldean religious tradition derived from the stars stated that a divine king would be born of a virgin.  In Matthew 2:1-2, Persian-Chaldean magi came from the east to worship a Jewish baby boy whose star had appeared to them!

THE GOSPEL IN ORION

Orion is one of the most notable and easily recognizable constellations in the sky, and it can be seen in both the northern and southern hemispheres, so its witness is worldwide.  It is also mentioned several times in the Bible.

The Constellation’s Name

· Orion is a decan in the Mazzaroth constellation Taurus, the Bull, which symbolizes judgment.

· The name Orion means Coming Forth As Light (a reference to Jesus? – John 1:4-5; 8:12).  

· The picture is a man holding a club in his right hand with which he has slain a lion that is in his left hand, and under his foot is a snake.

Its Stars’ Names

· Right shoulder – Betelguese meaning Coming Of The Branch
Jeremiah 23:5, Isaiah 11:1

· Left shoulder – Bellatrix meaning Swiftly Destroying
Ezekiel 28:16, Revelation 22:7

· Left foot (on the snake) – Rigel meaning The Foot That Crushes Genesis 3:15 

· Right Foot – Saiph meaning Bruised
Genesis 3:15

· Lower star in belt – Al Nitak meaning The Wounded
Isaiah 53:5


	
	THE GOSPEL IN THE PATH OF THE SKY

	CHRIST – THE SUFFERING SAVIOR
	
	
	

	Constellation
	Meaning of Name
	Description
	Message

	Virgo
	Virgin
	Virgin holding a branch in her right hand and ear of wheat in her left hand (seed).
	Jesus, the Incarnate Son, was the Branch and the seed (offspring) of a woman (Jeremiah 23:5-6.).

	Coma
	Desired One
	Woman holding a baby boy.  Tradition said baby was Hebrew.
	Jesus, the Hebrew baby, was the desire of all nations (Haggai 2:7).

	Centaurus
	Despised One
	Half horse (creature) and half man (deity) who is despised and used as a sin-offering.
	Jesus is the despised God-man (Isaiah 53:3) who was our sin offering.

	Bootes
	Coming Shepherd
	An oriental shepherd with the star “Nekkar” in his head meaning pierced.
	Jesus was the shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep.  John 10:11.

	Libra
	The Price Paid
	Old fashioned scales used for justice and purchasing.  On one side is the price deficient and on the other is the price that covers.
	Christ is our redeemer; he himself was the price that covered (! Peter 1:18-19).

	Crux
	The Cross
	A bright cross used for cutting off life.
	Jesus’ life was cut off on the cross (Daniel 9:26).

	Lupus
	The Victim
	A slain wolf or animal who , through no fault of his own, has been killed and is lying dead.
	Jesus was slain, not for His own sins, but for ours (2 Corinthians 5:21).

	Corona
	The Northern Crown
	A beautiful semi-circular crown of glory.
	For His suffering, Jesus was crowned with glory (Hebrews 2:9).

	Scorpio
	The Scorpion
	A venomous scorpion is trying to sting the heel of a mighty man who is crushing the scorpion.
	Christ’s heal was bruised in battle by the evil one who was being crushed (Genesis 3:15, Psalm 91:13).

	Serpens
	The Serpent
	A huge serpent, who is trying to seize the crown (Corona), is being battled by the mighty man.
	Satan’s desire was for dominion (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28), but he was defeated by the Last Adam.

	Ophiuchus
	The Evil One Held
	The mighty man battling the serpent and the scorpion.
	Christ battled Satan in His suffering and overcame him, defeating Satan’s attempt for the crown.

	Hercules
	The Mighty Victor
	A kneeling warrior with his left foot on the head of a dragon (Draco), a club in his right hand and a three-headed serpent in his left hand.
	Again, evil is depicted as dragons and serpents, and although Christ is wounded and humbled by them, He is the conqueror.

	Sagittarius
	The Archer
	A centaur (god-man) confidently fighting with a bow and arrow aimed at Scorpio.
	This constellation begins the story of the final triumph of Christ, the Conqueror.

	Lyra
	The Harp
	A lyre or harp with Vega the main star meaning “He shall be exalted.”
	A song of praise begins for the mighty conqueror as in Exodus 15:1 and Revelation 5:9, 13).

	Ara
	The Final Fire
	An altar of fire, with the fire burning away from the other constellations (outer darkness).
	Psalm 21:1-9 follows the pattern of these constellations, with judgment fire following praise for triumph.

	Draco
	Trodden On
	A large winding dragon that is subtle and fraudulent, and has been cast out.
	Satan, the dragon, was cast out of heaven (Ezekiel 28:16) and trodden upon (Psalm 91:13).


	CHRIST – THE GLORIFIED DELIVERER
	
	
	

	Capricorn
	Life From Death
	A dying goat with the tail of a living fish.
	Jesus was the scapegoat (Leviticus 10:16-17) on whom our sin was placed so that we might have life (fish were a symbol of the early church).

	Sagitta
	The Arrow of Judgment
	An arrow without a bow, thrown by an invisible hand.
	God’s arrow of judgment (Psalm 38:2) pierced His Son, Jesus.

	Aquila
	The Falling Eagle
	An eagle wounded in the neck and falling from the sky.
	God, who describes himself as an eagle (Exodus 19:4 and Deuteronomy 32:11-12), was wounded for us.

	Delphinus
	The Rising Dolphin
	A dolphin, full of life, springs from the water.
	Jesus, who was buried in death (water is a picture of death), rose from the dead.  Ref. Baptism.

	Aquarius
	The Water Pourer
	A waterman is tilting a jar off his shoulder and pouring out water in a continuous flow.
	This constellation shows us the blessings of the redeemed.  Jesus gives us the never ending water of life (John 4:4)

	Piscis Australis
	Southern Fish
	A fish with mouth wide open into which flows the waterman’s water.
	People are pictured as fish (fish for men). Those who drink of Christ’s water will never thirst (John 14:4).

	Pegasus
	The Chief Horse
	A winged horse whose star names indicate that it is swiftly coming and returning from afar to bring joy.
	Jesus will come quickly and from afar bringing great joy (Revelation 22:20).

	Cygnus
	Circling & Coming
	A flying swan whose star names indicate that the master, the shining one, is coming down again, as one who is traveling in a circle.
	The Lord is coming again in glory.  He has moved in a circle from heaven to earth, then to heaven, now coming to earth again, and taking us back to heaven and ultimately to a new earth

	Pisces
	The Fish (Two)
	Two fish bound together at the tails by a cord that is slung around a sea monster.
	This constellation shows us the deliverer.  People who do not taste of the water of life are bound and in captivity among the nations (sea).

	The Band
	The Band
	The cord that ties the two fish together.
	People are bound together by the common sin problem .

	Andromeda
	The Chained
	A woman in chains who is struck and broken, but Cepheus, her King and deliverer, is nearby.
	The Church, the bride of Christ, was chained until freed by her King, the bridegroom.

	Cepheus
	The Coming Branch (Ruler)
	This is a king seated on a throne, and the star names indicate that he is a redeemer and one who breaks.
	Jesus is described as a King, the Branch, and our Redeemer.  He breaks the fetters of sin.

	Aries
	The Lamb
	 A gentle, crowned lamb lying down.  Star names mean wounded, slain, bruised, and a sacrifice.
	Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away sin (John 1:29).  The sun was in Aries from Passover until the cross!

	Cassiopeia
	The Beautiful Enthroned
	A woman, who has been delivered, is sitting on a throne preparing herself for the King.
	Andromeda set free?  The Church is pictured as readying herself for the Bridegroom.

	Cetus
	The Subdued
	A subdued and sinking sea monster -star names meaning rebel and crooked
	Satan is leviathan, the serpent of the sea (Isaiah 27:1).

	Perseus
	The Breaker Who Subdues
	A helmeted soldier carrying a sword and the head of his adversary, an evil spirit.
	A picture of Jesus who broke the bands of death and crushed the head of the subdued adversary, Satan.


	CHRIST – THE REIGNING JUDGE
	
	
	

	Taurus
	The Wild Bull
	A wild bull with long, straight horns and star names meaning governor, leader and wounded.
	This is a description of Jehovah when he comes in judgment (Numbers 23:22, Jude 14-15).

	Orion
	Coming Forth as Light
	A bright hunter with a club in his right hand, a slain lion in his left and his foot over Lepus, the serpent.
	Jesus Christ is our Orion who crushes the head of the bruising serpent and slays Satan.

	Eridamus
	River of Fire
	A long, winding river of fire flows down from the foot of Orion.
	The judgment of God’s throne is a river of fire (Daniel 7:9-10, Nah. 1:6).

	Auriga
	Shepherd & Goats
	A calm shepherd is seated with a mother goat that has just given birth to two kids.
	In contrast to the tumult of the other constellations, God is our Chief Shepherd (Isaiah 40:10-11).

	Gemini
	The United
	Two men side by side whose star names mean the ruling judge and the suffering laborer (Castor & Pollux).
	This speaks of Christ’s twin offices of suffering servant and reigning judge.

	Lepus
	The Hare
	Older charts show these stars as a snake under the foot of Orion.
	Satan is the serpent whose head is crushed (Genesis 3:15).

	Canis Major
	The Great Dog
	The star names mean sent, Prince, ruler, shining and glorious.  Egyptian star names Naz and Seir mean “sent prince” – Jewish name “Nazareth.”
	In this bright cluster (Seir or Sirius is the brightest star in the sky), Jesus is depicted as the sent Prince (like Castor).

	Canis Minor
	The Little Dog
	The ancient and star names mean burdened, redeemer and savior.
	In this dimmer cluster, Jesus is pictured as a suffering savior (like Pollux).

	Cancer
	The Encircling
	Ancient and star names portray these stars as encircling protection; the Greeks drew it as a crab.
	The redeemed are encircled and held in the protection of the fold or grasp of God (John 10:9, 28-29).

	Ursa Minor
	Little Bear
	The ancient picture and star names show a walled sheep pen/stronghold where the redeemed are gathered.
	Believers in Christ have been safely gathered and have their protection in God (Nahum 1:7).

	Ursa Major
	Great Bear
	The ancient picture shows an assembled flock of sheep.  Star names mean purchased, guarded, numbered, separated and lamb.
	We are known individually by God as his children and flock.

	Argo
	Company of Travelers
	A huge constellation showing a ship full of travelers coming home.
	The redeemed of the Lord are traveling home to the haven of heaven (Psalm 107:30, Isaiah 60:4-5).

	Leo
	The Lion
	The picture and star names both reveal a large, bold and healthy male lion standing tall.
	Jesus is the conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5)

	Hydra
	The Abhorred
	A huge female serpent, the mother of evil, under the feet of the lion, and being put away.
	This depicts the end of the evil one who Jesus puts away (Revelation 20:10).

	Crater
	The Cup
	A cup tilted over onto the back of the serpent.
	This shows the cup of God’s wrath poured out on Satan (Revelation 14:10, 16:19).

	Corvus
	Devouring Raven
	A raven that has swooped down, clutched the snake in its claws and bitten into it.
	In the end, Satan’s followers will be devoured (Revelation 19:17-18) and Satan his work forever finished.


The Virgin


English





Looking To The Stars


18





Parthenos


Greek





Kanya


Indian





GENESIS





Bethulah


Jewish





Virgo


Roman





For More Information:


Fleming, Kenneth C., God’s Voice In The Stars, Neptune, NJ, Loizeaux Brothers, 1981.


Bulllinger, E. W. Witness of the Stars, Grand Rapids, MI, Kregel, 1967.


Morris, Henry M.  Many Infallible Proofs, San Diego, CA, Creaton-Life Publishers, 1974.


Seiss, Joseph A.  The Gospel in the Stars, Grand Rapids, MI, Kregel, 1979.�












