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GENESIS SLOWS DOWN!

The Book of Genesis is a historical book that records events chronologically, but the speed and style of the book change twice.

	GENESIS 1 - 11
	GENESIS 12 - 38
	GENESIS 37, 39-50

	Primeval History briefly covering vignettes of people’s lives over long periods of time in the distant past.
	Patriarchal Narrative in which the plot slows down and focuses on episodes in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the fathers of the nation of Israel.
	Personal Biography, in which the plot slows down even more to discuss events in the life of Joseph.


GOD’S OWN NATION

Abram was a descendant of Shem (Semitic) whom God called out of an idolatrous culture to begin a new nation, God’s own “chosen people.”  God could have chosen an existing powerful nation to be His own.  God also could have chosen another man, since the Bible does not mention Abram as a virtuous person, like Noah who “found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  Why did He choose Abram?

ABRAHAM’S LIFE & TRAVELS

Scholars believe Abram was born around 2166 B.C.  He lived a total of 175 years (Genesis 25:7-8) and died in 1991 B.C.  It is helpful to remember him living at 2000 B.C.  After traveling northwest from Ur to Haran, Abram (age 75) went southwest through the land of Canaan to Egypt, and then came back to Canaan in about 2091 B.C.
The Journeys of Abraham 

    Mediterranean Sea




         

EGYPT



A LOOK AT THE FAMILY

After the confusion at Babel, the Semitic people settled in the southern Euphrates River Valley and established Ur, a major city in Chaldea (modern day Iran).  Abram was born in Ur; he was one of three sons born to Terah.  

Terah

________ & ________,         ________& _______,         ________ & ??


GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

Genesis 12:1-3 records that Jehovah spoke to Abram and established an unconditional covenant with him.  First, God gives a four-part command (v. 1):

· Leave your country, 

· Leave your extended family (clan), 

· Leave your father’s household,

· Go to a land that I will show you.

Then, in verses 2 & 3, God gives His promises:

1. National – You will be the father of a great nation (ethnic group with a common government or faith),

2. Personal – You will be personally blessed, your name will be great (honor and reputation), and you will be a blessing to others,

3. Universal – I will bless them that bless you, curse them that curse you, and bless all of the families of the earth through you.

LEARNING COMPLETE OBEDIENCE

According to Genesis 11:31 and Acts 7:1-4, how well did Abram obey the Lord?

After Terah died, did Abram leave his family behind (Genesis 12:4)?  Who did he take with him?
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HOW AMBIGUOUS!





Where was Abraham going?  One important characteristic of leaders is “ambiguity tolerance” – the ability to leave things uncertain for a time until details must be nailed down.











THE LESSON OF FAITH





Faith is obeying God with what little He has told us, and leaving the outcomes to Him.  It requires people who are willing to do what God says without having all of the answers nailed down.  We see this with Noah, Abraham, Moses, etc.





Homework!





No study next week!





Read Genesis 12 & 13.





What do we learn about Abram’s character from the incidents in Egypt and with Lot? 











