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KINGS FROM BACK EAST

In Genesis 13, Lot pitched his tents near Sodom.  Years later, we find Lot and his family living in Sodom.

What does 2 Peter 2:4-9 say about Lot in Sodom?

LOT IS CAPTURED!

Four kings came from Mesopotamia (Abram’s old stomping ground) to conquer Palestine, take plunder and collect taxes.  

After 14 years, kings from five cities of the plains led a revolt and were crushed by Kedorlaomer and company.  In the siege, Sodom was sacked and Lot was taken captive (14:12).

Read Genesis 14:13-16.  What tactics did Abram use to defeat the kings?

MEETING THE MYSTERIOUS PRIEST

When Abram returned, two kings came to him, each wanting to give him something.  According to verses 17-20, who were they?

Where was Melchizedek from?

What were his two offices?

What did Melchizedek give to Abram?

What did Abram give to Melchizedek?

Melchizedek appears suddenly and disappears suddenly without explanation.  Only Hebrews explains a little more about him.  Read Hebrews 7:1-4.  What else do we learn about Melchizedek?
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THE DIRTY WORD – TITHE
This passage is the first time the concept of a tithe (a tenth part) is mentioned in the Bible.  What is a tithe, exactly?

Simply, a tithe is giving one-tenth of your increase (income) to God, by giving it to God’s servants.

There is nothing in the bible about Adam or Seth or Noah tithing.  Abram gives a tenth here in a “one-off” because he had apparently never met anyone else who acknowledged the one, true Creator-God.  We have no explanation for why he gave a tenth.

ISRAEL’S TITHE

The next time tithing comes up is in the Law of Moses (Exodus & Deuteronomy).  The children of Israel gave to the Lord a tithe of their annual income as an offering.  The money, livestock, grain, etc. went to the priests who owned no land.  The tithe was their only wealth.

THE NEW TESTAMENT “OFFERING”

After Jesus’ death, the Jews who believed in him became known as Christians.  They believed that Jesus brought the beginning of a new covenant – the old Mosaic Law had been superceded by a new covenant available to all, not just the Jews.

Since the old law was gone, so was the tithing requirement.  Were God’s people to give nothing now?

What does Paul say about giving in 1 Corinthians 9:11-15?

What does Paul say about guidelines for giving in 2 Corinthians 9:6-11?

So why do so many preachers teach tithing?
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Homework:





Read Genesis 15 - 17.





How did God reconfirm His covenant?





How did Abram try to help God?





What changed about Abram?











