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A VISIT FROM GOD

Genesis 15 is a very interesting passage.  God appears to Abram in a vision.  It is the first mention of a vision in the Bible, and the first time God encouraged a person not to be afraid.  These visions always cause fear.  

God gives Abram two huge blessings:

· I am your shield – 

· I am your very great reward - 

A COMPLAINT FROM ABRAM

Abram has been struggling with patience.  From the time God promised to bring a great nation from Abram to the time when he had his first son was 25 years!  Abram gives God a big complaint – the heaviest thing on his heart.  He is childless!  His oldest male servant – Eliezer – will inherit everything.  

Notice that Abram speaks plainly to God; there is no fancy form to the way he talks.  Prayer is talking to God – plain and simple.  While we must always respect who God is, we have permission to tell God what we are struggling with.  God didn’t scold Abram for complaining.

What does Philippians 4:6-7 say about prayer?

ABRAM’S FAITH IN GOD’S PROMISE

In Genesis 12, God promised Abram that he would be the father of a great nation.  According to verse 5, what did God show Abram to add a little dimension to that promise?  

What didn’t God tell him?

Genesis 15:6 is one of the most important verses in the whole Bible! 

· What did Abram do?

· What did God do?

The word “accounted” or “credited” is of critical importance.  It means “to assign value as a gift.”  Abram DID NOT EARN his righteousness in God’s eyes by doing good deeds like rescuing Lot, or by religious deeds like building altars to God.  

God assigned righteousness to Abram because he committed himself to believe God’s promises.







A GIFT IS NOT WAGES

Businesses (and the Internal Revenue Service!) recognize the difference between gifts and wages. 

· Wages are earned; gifts are not.

· Wages are taxable; gifts are not.

· Wages are a legal obligation; gifts are not

· Wages are given in exchange for work (reciprocal); gifts are given out of love (unilateral)

How would you feel if you gave someone a gift and they kept trying to pay for it?

What does Romans 6:23 say about wages and a gift?

RIGHTEOUSNESS IS A GIFT

In the Paul’s letter to the Roman’s, he spends a long time talking about Abram because many Jews believed that they were justified (declared by God to be righteous) through just being Jewish (circumcised), and through obeying the Law of Moses.  This would exclude any Gentile from being made righteous by God.

Read Romans 4:1-25.

Did God say that Abram was righteous before of after his circumcision?

Before or after the Law of Moses?

So, while Abram is the biological father of the Jewish people, he is also the father of who else?

In what way is he a “father?”

What does Ephesians 2:8-9 say about how we can be saved from God’s judgment?

What does Titus 3:4-5 say?

SUMMING IT UP

Abram believed that God could and would perform his promises, even though it was against the odds and would take place many years in the future.  

Because of the personal trust he had in God, and God’s integrity and power, God – in an instant – credited Abram with righteousness.  Despite the sins that Abram committed and would commit in the future, God wiped those sins away and declared him to be righteous – one of God’s own!


























Righteous By Faith
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GENESIS





WHAT IS A “VISION”





Eyesight (science)


Appearance of the supernatural while a person is awake (theology)


Mentally “seeing” a preferred future (strategy)











Homework:





Read Genesis 15 - 17.





How did Abram try to help God?





What changed about Abram?











