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Last time, we saw that God renewed his promise to Abram, and Abram believed God.  In response to Abram’s simple faith, against all the odds, God from then on considered him to be “righteous” (Genesis 15:1-6).

THE GOD WHO KNOWS

Now God renews his promise to give Abram the land of Palestine, but seals the promise with an ancient ceremony.  The promise became an official covenant. 

God then shows Abram that he knows the future.  What does God tell Abram about the future in Genesis 15:13-15?

1.

2.

3.

4.

Why do you think God said these things to Abram?

WHAT LAND DID YOU SAY?!

In Genesis 15:18, God gives the boundaries of the Promised Land for the first time.  From where to where?

What happened in 1983 that shows that the Jews believe this verse?

TRYING TO FIGURE OUT GOD

Sarai was a wonderful woman who believed God would keep His promise.  But time went by, and she got older.  She apparently started thinking that God must not have meant that she would have Abram’s child.  So she came up with a plan!

According to Genesis 16:1-3, what was her plan?

Where had she gotten Hagar?

How would the neighbors in their culture view this arrangement?

According to verse 4-6, what happened?
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HAGAR & THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

According to verses 7-8, Hagar fled into the desert (on her way back to Egypt).  Though she was not Abram’s proper wife, God obviously had compassion for her.  “The Angel of the LORD” came to her by an oasis.  This is the first use of this term, but not the last.  What does Exodus 3:2 tell us about the Angel of the Lord?

THE GOD WHO SEES

God began with a question.  When God found Adam and Cain, he first asked a question.  If God knows everything, why did he ask?

Read verses 9-12.  What did the Angel of the Lord tell Hagar to do?

What did God say would happen with the child and his descendants?

What would the child’s name be and what does it mean?

This child became the father of what people?

Read verses 13-16.  What Hebrew name did Hagar give to the Lord?

What does it mean?

How old was Abram when Ishmael was born?

How long would he have to wait before Isaac would be born?

THE GOD WHO SUSTAINS

The narrative kind of yawns and skips 14 years.  In Genesis 17,  Abram is now 99 years old.  Why do you think God waited so long to give Abram and Sarai a child?

God reintroduces himself with a new name – I am God Almighty.  The Hebrew term is ____  _________.  It literally means _____  __________  _____.

According to verse 5, to what is Abram’s name changed?  ______________ which means ________  ___  _______ _________.  

According to verse 10, what was the sign given to God’s covenant people?

In verse 15, to what is Sarai’s name changed?  ______________ meaning ______________.

Read verses 17-19, what would be the name of the promised son?  ________ What does it mean?
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Homework:





Read Genesis 18 & 19.





What was Sarah’s test?





How did Abram intercede to help others?





What was wrong with the cities of the plain?

















