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SKIPPING ABIMELECH

In Genesis 20, Abraham travels southward toward the desert kingdoms, and tells Abimelech, King of Gerar, that Sarah is his sister.  Abimelech takes Sarah as his wife, but God arranges circumstances so that they never consummate the marriage.  God then appears to him in a dream and tells him he is a dead man for taking Sarah.  He gives her back plus silver, cattle, etc.

THE BIRTH OF LAUGHTER

In Genesis 21, God is true to His promise, and allows Sarah to conceive and give birth to a boy.  They named him Isaac, which means _____________.

How old was Abraham?  ____  How old was Sarah? _____.  According to Genesis 16:16, how old was Ishmael when Isaac was born? ____

According to Hebrews 11:11-12, what was Sarah’s view of God?

PARTIES AND PARTINGS

When Isaac was weaned (in ancient culture, at age two or three), Abraham threw a big party in his honor.  Why would a father do that in ancient times?

According to verses 8-13, what happened at the party?

Why do you suppose Ishmael acted this way?

How have you reacted when new members joined your family or new employees came into your office?

Did God approve of Hagar and Ishmael being sent away?         Does this mean God approved of Sarah’s attitude?

According to verses 14-19, how did God bring comfort to Hagar?

In Genesis 25:13-18, we see that Ishmael had many descendants.  They lived in the Sinai Desert, and later, some of these sons became the fathers of nomadic Arabic tribes who moved eastward into northern Arabia.  How did they get along with their neighbors?






ABRAHAM’S HUGE TEST

Genesis 22 contains a remarkable story!  There has been a jump in time.  Isaac is now a young man.

According to verses 1 and 2, what did God tell Abraham to do?

Why would God tell Abraham to do such a thing?

According to Genesis 22:3-4, what did say to argue with God?

Where is Mt. Moriah?

What is its significance today? 

What did Abraham say in verse 5 that indicates what he thought would happen?

ON THE MOUNTAIN

What was Isaac’s question to Abraham as they walked up the mountain?

What was Abraham’s answer?

What did the angel of God do at the last minute?

What did the angel say in verse 12 that indicates who the angel really was?

What is the significance of the ram in the thicket?

What is the Hebrew name for “The LORD will provide?”




















TRANSLATION DIFFICULTY?





The NIV ascribes faith to Abraham rather than Sarah.  The reason is that a literal translation reads “By faith, self Sarah power for conception of seed received beyond time of age gave birth since faithful she deemed the having promised.”


So, translators who know the Greek well argue what the antecedent of “self” is.








NOT JUST A BOY!





Some children’s books picture Isaac being 7 or 8 years old.  In verse 5, Abraham uses the Hebrew word for young man – anything between ages 12 and 30.  At age 30, you were considered a man.  Abraham also made Isaac carry the load of wood up Mt. Moriah!











GENESIS





Killing My Only Son


25








Homework:





Read Genesis 24-25.





Who was Eliezer?





What sign did he ask for?





What was the name of Isaac’s wife?

















