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BREEZING THROUGH JACOB’S LIFE

Tonight, we’ll cover Genesis 30-36 and hit the high points in the life of Jacob.  We have already seen that, from birth, he was trying to get the upper hand over his brother Esau.  He gained Esau’s birthright, then deceived his father and got Esau’s blessing.  

When he heard that Esau would try to kill him, he fled back to Haran in northern Syria and ended up with his uncle Laban.  He worked for seven years to earn Rachel as a wife … and got Leah … so he worked another seven years and finally got Rachel, whom he loved the best.  The sisters and their handmaids then vied with each other to give Jacob sons … and he ended up with twelve!

THE EXPLOSION OF SPECKLED FLOCKS

In Genesis 30, Jacob makes a deal with Laban asking that his wages be the offspring of the speckled and spotted sheep and goats.  Jacob then stripped the bark off of poplar stakes, which made the animals want to mate, and put the stakes in front of the strong livestock.  Jacob ended up with a lot of healthy livestock!  

SLIPPING AWAY BACK TO CANAAN

This prosperity made Laban upset, and he changed Jacob’s wages 10 times!  Each time Laban changed the rules, God blessed Jacob’s flocks and made Laban’s dwindle.  In Genesis 31:11-13, the angel of the Lord told Jacob to go back to Canaan.  Rachel and Leah agreed because their father was a cheat and wouldn’t leave them much of an inheritance!



JACOB QUARRELS WITH LABAN

Jacob was afraid that Laban would do … something bad, like not allow his daughters to leave or steal things.  So Jacob and his caravan slipped away and headed for Canaan.  Seven days later, Laban’s posse caught up with them in Gilead, now the Golan Heights.  Laban was furious that there had been no parties and no good-byes to his daughters and grandchildren … and he said that Jacob stole his household idols!  

Rachel had, in fact, stolen them and hid them in her saddle, sat on them and refused to rise because she claimed to be having her period!  Laban searched everywhere.  Jacob and Laban made peace there in Gilead and had a party.

PREPARING TO MEET ESAU AFTER 20 YEARS

In Genesis 32, Jacob sends out a delegation to tell Esau that he is coming back home and has many gifts.  They come back saying that Esau is coming his way with 400 men!  

Jacob was terrified and divided his caravan into two so that one side could flee if there was an attack.  Jacob started praying in a meaningful way (v. 9-12), and he sent ahead hundreds of livestock as gifts for Esau.

WRESTLING WITH AN ANGEL

God appeared as a man and wrestled with Jacob, who must have sensed that this was not an ordinary man (32:24-32).  The man knocked the socket of Jacob’s hip out of joint, but Jacob wouldn’t let him go until he was blessed.  

The man asked Jacob’s name, and then told him his name would no longer be Jacob (deceiver) but __________ (Prince With God) because he had wrestled with God and prevailed.  This is where the name comes from; the children of Israel are the descendants of Jacob.

THE MEETING WITH ESAU

In Genesis 33:1-2, Jacob sees Esau coming and divides the family up, fearing the worst.  But look at the wonderful reunion in verses 3-16!  Jacob settled in Succoth (soo-coat’), east of the Jordan River and built a home.  He built an altar and called it El Elohe Israel – God, the God of Israel.  Later, the whole family got rid of their foreign gods and dedicated themselves to God at Bethel (Genesis 35).

THE DEFILEMENT OF DINAH

Genesis 34 gives us a story that later impacts the tribes.  Dinah, Leah’s daughter, went to town and was raped by a prince named Shechem.  He later asked Jacob for Dinah as his wife, and the 11 sons said OK as long as the men of the city were all circumcised.  They agreed and the third day, while they were all in pain, Levi and Simeon went in and killed all the men of the city, and the other brothers plundered the city!  Pretty extreme!
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RECONCILIATION





When have you, like Jacob, prepared to meet someone expecting the worst?  What happened?





What do you feel about how Jacob prepared to meet Esau?


Trying to bribe him


Using common sense


Acted in fear, not faith


He was manipulating


Using common courtesy





How would you have responded to Jacob if you were Esau?  Twenty years had lapsed.


Anger


Suspicion


Forgiveness


Tell him “too little too late”








