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STRAW ON THE CAMEL’S BACK
We’re looking at Genesis 37:1-4.  Joseph was age 6 when his father, Jacob, left Laban and moved back to Canaan.  They settled down there and 11 years went by as the 11 boys grew to manhood tending the extensive flocks of their father.  The story picks up when Joseph is 17 years old.

Four things caused Joseph’s brothers to really hate him, such that they couldn’t even speak peaceably to him:

1. He was the son of _________, Jacob’s favorite wife.

2. He brought back a _____ ________ about his brothers (37:2).

3. He was born when Jacob was an ______ man (37:3).

4. He received from his father a _______ of many ________ (37:3).

THE LAST STRAW!

Read Genesis 37:5-11.  Joseph may have been good, but he wasn’t very smart.  Remember what his brothers did to the men of Shechem?  Anyway, God starts to give Joseph some prophetic dreams.  

· According to Luke 2:19 and 51, what was Mary’s response when she gave birth to Jesus?

· By contrast, what was Joseph’s response when God indicated that He would use Joseph for something special?

DREAM #1 – THE __________ OF __________ (v. 7-8)



What did the brother’s sheaves do to Joseph’s?



How was Joseph’s dream received?

DREAM #2 – THE ______, ________ AND ________ (v. 9-10)



To whom did Joseph tell this dream?



How was this second dream received?

Read Genesis 37:12-24.  Jacob sends Joseph about 50 miles north to Dothan to check on the sons and the herds.

· What was the initial suggestion of the brothers?

· Who intervened?                 What was his position?

· What did the brothers do to Joseph?
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MAKING A LITTLE MONEY ON JOSEPH

Read Genesis 37:25-36.  

· What sparked an idea in Judah’s mind to sell Joseph?

· How were the Ishmaelites related to Joseph?

· Where was Joseph headed after the sale?

· What did the brothers tell Joseph to cover the crime?


IN POTIPHAR’S HOUSE

Read Genesis 39:1-6.  

· Who was Potiphar?

· What was the key to Joseph’s success according to verse 2?

· What position did Joseph rise to?

UH OH!  POTIPHAR’S WIFE!

Read Genesis 39: 7-20.  Joseph was an attractive young man.  At least Potiphar’s wife thought so!

· What did she try to do?

· Why wouldn’t Joseph consent?

· What did this woman do that tested Joseph’s commitment to God?

· When he fled, how did Potiphar’s wife get even?

· What happened to Joseph in prison?


Joseph’s Trouble 


30





GENESIS





Surveying Jacob 
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Egypt and Israel





HOMEWORK





Read the rest of the Book of Genesis!  We’ll finish the story of Joseph, the Book of Genesis and our Bible study year next week!








