Journey Studies - 31


[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]The Journey Studies

At Oak Village

We’re covering Genesis 40-50 in one swoop!  Last time, we saw that the lie of Potiphar’s wife took Joseph from privilege to prison, and Egyptian prisons were filthy.  There were no speedy trials, and often sentences were for an indefinite time.  But God “granted Joseph favor” in the eyes of others, and he became a leader in the prison.

DREAMS OF THE CUPBEARER AND BAKER
Pharaoh’s cupbearer was the one who tested Pharaoh’s food and drink for ____________.  Something went wrong and he, along with the chief baker, were thrown into prison under Joseph’s care.  One night, they had dreams, and God permitted Joseph to understand their meaning:  

	Dreamer
	Dream
	Meaning

	Cupbearer
	Cluster of grapes on three branches squeezed into Pharaoh’s cup.
	40:12-15

	Baker
	Three baskets of bread baked for Pharaoh but eaten by birds.
	40:18-19


According to Genesis 40:23, did the cupbearer remember who helped him?

THE DREAM OF PHARAOH

Two years went by.  Think of it!  Where was God?  Pharaoh had two vivid dreams one night, but the magicians couldn’t give him the meaning.  Finally, the cupbearer remembered the Hebrew in the prison!  In 41:16, what did Joseph answer when Pharaoh heard he could interpret the dream?

	Pharaoh
	   Seven fat cows come from the Nile eaten up by seven thin and ugly cows.

   Seven healthy heads of grain eaten up by seven thin and scorched heads of grain.
	41:25-32


Talk about pro-active!  Joseph keeps right on talking, and starts giving the Pharaoh some advice in vv. 33-38!  What was Pharaoh’s response (vv. 39-46)?

Joseph’s wife gave him two children:  ___________ and _____________, Just as Joseph said, there were seven years of abundance during which Joseph built huge grain storage units in each city to sustain the country during the coming famine.



A SURPRISE VISIT FROM FAMILY

We move to Genesis 42.  The famine got worse as the years went on.  Jacob heard that there was food in Egypt so he sent his ten older sons to buy food, but he kept Benjamin.  Why?


· What did Joseph’s brothers do when they came before him? 

· Why couldn’t they recognize Joseph? 

· In what language was Joseph speaking?

· What did Joseph accuse them of?

· What did he make them do?

· As they left, what did Joseph have his servants do?

THE SECOND VISIT

In Genesis 43, the food runs out again.  Jacob finally agrees to allow Benjamin to go, and sends double the silver and many other gifts.

· What was Joseph’s reaction when he greeted Benjamin?

· How were the bothers seated at the table?

· What was different about Benjamin’s serving?

TESTING HIS BROTHERS’ HEARTS

In Genesis 44, Joseph stacks the deck against his brothers by hiding his cup in Benjamin’s bag.  He is testing his brothers to see if they will act selfishly or selflessly.

1. Who steps forward to offer himself as a slave in Benjamin’s place?  

2. Who was it that came up with the idea to sell Joseph as a slave?


JOSEPH IDENTIFIES HIMSELF

In Genesis 45, Joseph can hold it in no longer!  He sends out the servants and cries.  His brothers are terrified!  Then Joseph tells them who he is.

· According to verses 4-8, how did Joseph view what had happened to him?

· How did that affect Joseph’s view of others who had hurt him?

· Read Genesis 50:15-21.  Joseph’s brothers thought he was being kind for Jacob’s sake, but when Jacob died, they were afraid of revenge.

Pharaoh backed up Joseph’s offer and sent the brothers back loaded up with food, carts and “the best of Egypt” to get Jacob and bring him to Egypt to settle in the best land.  What do you think Jacob’s reaction was?  See Genesis 45:25-28.

GOD BLESSES THE MOVE TO EGYPT

On the way down to Egypt, God spoke to Jacob in a vision and told him he would be with the family and make them a great nation in Egypt.  At that time, the family numbered 70.  When they left 400 years later, they numbered about 4 million!  Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasseh as his own, and they become fathers of Israel.

Joseph’s Triumph 
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Surveying Jacob 
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THE TWELVE TRIBES





Reuben


Dan 


Gad 


Asher


Zebulun


Naphtali


Simeon


Issachar


Judah


Benjamin





Levi – priests – no land


Joseph – sons took his place


Ephraim


Manasseh























JOSEPH, A PICTURE OF JESUS?


Some Christians see remarkable similarities between Joseph and Jesus.


He was loved by his Father.


He was placed in a position of hatred by his Father.


He was 30 years old when he began his life’s work.


He was hated because of his words.


He was betrayed for silver.


He was betrayed by those he would later save.


He was mourned as dead by those who loved him, yet he was alive.


He was falsely accused.


He was exalted after his suffering.


He said that the evil done to him was God’s will so that many could be saved.








HOMEWORK





NONE!  





Have a great August!








