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Being above reproach is basically being a “Teflon Christian” – you can throw eggs at him but nothing sticks.
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
“A bishop then must be blameless…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)
“Now an overseer must be above reproach…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NIV)

“An overseer, then, must be above reproach…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NAS)
( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Blameless; above reproach.  This Greek word anepilēmpton means to be above reproach or without blame.  It is used in the New Testament only in this epistle (in verse 2 and in 5:7 and 6:14).  It is the negative version of a verb meaning “to seize, to lay hold on, or to take hold of” as in arresting a person for sufficient cause.  Blameless thus means a person you can’t justly grab as a wrong-doer.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
Plainly put, a godly man has a good reputation.  Gene Getz says that this first qualification is an over-arching one that could include all of the others that follow it.  It means to have nothing in one’s conduct on which someone could ground a charge or accusation.  There are a couple of related concepts in Acts:
· In Acts 6:3, when the early church was faced with the dilemma of how to distribute food collected for poorer believers, the apostles said for the church to choose seven men “of good reputation.”
· In Acts 16:2, as Paul traveled back through Lystra, a young man named Timothy who had likely been led to the Lord earlier by Paul, was “well spoken of” by the believers in the area.

There are two requirements of leaders in 1 Timothy 3 that have to do with the opinions of others: being above reproach (verse 2) and having a good reputation with unbelievers out in the community and in the marketplace (verse 7).  The idea is that a man’s goodness over time has been the subject of conversation among many people – there has been positive feedback.  If people struggle to accept what a man says because of some discrediting problem in his life, he is no longer blameless.
(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.

In order to be blameless, must you avoid controversy?
About eight years ago, the company in which Steve was a partner went bankrupt after a scandal in which one of his partners was involved became public.  Is Steve blameless?  What else would you like to know before making your decision?
( MY TO DO LIST
Prayerfully answer the following questions:
1. Do I get positive feedback from those who know me well that I have a good reputation?

2. Do people seek me out as a person they can share their lives with?
3. Do people trust me with confidential information?
4. Do my relationships with people grow deeper the longer they know me, or do they grow strained and shallow as people learn what I am really like?

5. Does my circle of friends continually grow wider and larger?

6. Do people recommend me for significant or difficult tasks without fear that I’ll let them down?
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