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“Marriage resembles a pair of shears, so joined that they cannot be separated; often moving in opposite directions, yet always punishing any one who comes between them.”  Sydney Smith
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

“must be… the husband of one wife…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)

“must be …the husband of but one wife …” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NIV)

“must be … the husband of one wife …” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NAS)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

The husband of one wife
Husband. In 215 occurrences in the New Testament, this Greek word aner (an’-ayr) is translated as “man” 156 times, “husband” 50 times, “sir” 6 times, and “fellow” 1 time.  The term can refer to a male, a husband, or a betrothed or future husband, and it speaks of an adult male as distinguished from a boy or child.

One.  In 62 occurrences, this Greek word is most often translated as “one.”
Wife.  In 221 occurrences, the Greek word gune (goo’-nay) is translated as “woman” 129 times, and “wife” 92 times. The term can refer to a woman of any age, whether a virgin or married or widowed; it can also refer to a wife or a betrothed woman.  Jesus referred to his mother using this term in John 2:4; and 19:26.

( Consulting With SCHOLARS
Over the past few decades, this has been the most discussed and debated character qualification of an elder.  A godly man must be intimately related to only one woman in the emotional and physical realm.  Again, note the present continual form of the verb “must be”; not “must always have been.”  In the pagan culture of the Roman Empire, polygamy was illegal.  But while a man had only one wife, it was almost accepted practice that he was not a one-woman man.  Men were known to have sexual relations with their servant girls, and they frequented the temples where fornication with temple prostitutes was a part of worshipping pagan gods.  The Bible confronts this type of immoral culture.  In his commitment and in his affections, a godly man must have only one woman in his heart.

“Husband of but one wife” literally means a “one-woman man.”  This ambiguous but important phrase has been subject to several interpretations over the years. The question is, how stringent a standard was Paul setting for overseers?  Virtually all commentators agree that this phrase prohibits both polygamy and promiscuity, but there are several options beyond that:

1) Many say the words a “one-woman man” mean that the affections of an elder must be centered exclusively on his wife.

2) Many others hold that the phrase prohibits any who have been divorced and remarried from becoming overseers. The reasoning behind this view is usually that divorce represents a failure in the home, so that even though a man may be forgiven for any sin involved, he remains permanently disqualified for leadership in the congregation (vv. 4-5; 1 Cor. 9:24-27). 
3) The most strict interpretation, and the one common in the second and third centuries, includes each of the above but extends the prohibition to any second marriage, even by widowers.  Their argument was that second marriages were generally viewed as evidence of self-indulgence. 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary, c1985, Victor Books: Wheaton, IL

“The husband of one wife” is ambiguous, but it probably means fidelity within the married state.  Harper's Bible Commentary, c1988, Harper & Row: San Francisco.

Polygamy was not practiced in the Roman world outside Palestine, though illegal bigamy and certainly adultery were.  “Husband of one wife” no doubt means a faithful husband and presupposes marriage; it refers to one’s current marital status and behavior.  Validly divorced people [whose spouse had committed sexual immorality] who later remarried were considered married to one spouse, the second one, not to two spouses.  The IVP Bible Background Commentary, c1993, InterVarsity Press: Downers Grove, Ill.

The Greek text literally reads “a one-woman man.”  Paul is not referring to a leader’s marital status, as the absence of a definite article in the original indicates.  Rather, the issue is his moral, sexual behaviour.  Many men married only once are not one-woman men. . . Some wonder why Paul begins his list with this quality.  He does so because it is in this area, above all others, where leaders seem most prone to fall.  The failure to be a one-woman man has put more men out of the ministry more than any other sin. . . Others hold that this qualification excludes divorced men from spiritual leadership.  That again ignores the fact that Paul is not here referring to marital status.  Nor does the Bible forbid all remarriage after a divorce.  In Matthew 5:31-32 and 19:9, our Lord permitted remarriage when a divorce was caused by adultery.  Paul gave a second occasion when remarriage was permitted, when the unbelieving spouse initiates the divorce (1 Cor 7:15).  John MacArthur, Jr., Commentary on 1 Timothy, c1995, Moody Press, pp. 104-105.
It’s clear that a man’s ability to manage his own marriage and home indicate ability to oversee a local church (1 Tim. 3:4–5).  The phrase means that a pastor must not be divorced and remarried.  Paul was certainly not referring to polygamy.  Nor is he referring to remarriage after the death of the wife; for why would a pastor be prohibited from marrying again, in the light of Genesis 2:18 and 1 Timothy 4:3?  A pastor who has been divorced opens himself and the church to criticism from outsiders, and it is not likely that people with marital difficulties would consult a man who could not keep his own marriage together.  I see no reason why dedicated Christians who have been divorced and remarried cannot serve in other offices in the church, but they are disqualified from being elders or deacons.  The Bible Exposition Commentary. Victor Books: Wheaton, Ill., c1989 (Warren Wiersby).

(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.

A professional athlete named Bob gets married at age 21 and the marriage ends 14 months later.  Three years later, Bob meets Donna and the two get married.  Several years later, both are led to Christ by a believer in your church and they experience tremendous growth.  Over a period of seven years, Bob becomes a discipler and leads several people to Christ.  He now teaches a men’s Bible study.  Donna helps with the music and youth activities at the church.  They have three precious children who are believers and exemplary in their conduct.  Is Bob the husband of one wife?  Would Bob qualify to serve as an elder?

Martin and Sara have been professing believers for 14 years.  Four years ago, Sara left their church, divorced Martin, and started living with a man in another city.  Martin, his two children, and his new wife Sharon joined your church a year ago and are proving to be a wonderful family.  Is Martin the husband of one wife?  Would Martin qualify to serve as an elder currently?  In the future?

( MY TO DO LIST
List ten things I like about my wife, and then tell her those things.

Break off any “soul-ties” I have with any woman other than my wife – a woman with whom I have had personal or intimate conversations or casual but meaningful physical contact.  Seek counseling if I need help.

Write down five steps to avoid the temptations of pornography in print, in the media, or on the internet.
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