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“Self-respect is the fruit of discipline; the sense of dignity grows with the ability to say no to oneself.”  Abraham Heschel
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
“…of good behaviour…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (KJV)

 “… respectable…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)
“…respectable…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NIV)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Respectable.  The Greek word used here (kosmios) is used only twice in the New Testament: once in 1 Timothy 3:2 where it is translated as “respectable,” and then in 1 Timothy 2:9 where it is translated as “modest.”  You might recognize the word’s cousin, “kosmos,” which means an orderly and structured world (systems, rules, people and ideas – such as “the world of sports”).  The related word kosmios means orderly, proper, well-arranged.  Ladies use “cosmetics” to adjust their natural features to look proper and well-arranged (although you should not repeat this to your wife).  The opposite of kosmos is chaos.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
When Paul wrote to Titus, he urged slaves to “adorn [kosmeo] the doctrine of God in every respect.”  Our lives are to be the cosmetics of the gospel.  Vague concepts can take on defined and vibrant form in the life of a man with Christlike character.  People often judge the credibility of the message by the credibility of the messenger.  If the disorderly believer is considered “a loser,” then the belief system that gives his life direction and force will be ignored or belittled.  Backward, disheveled, disorganized, peculiar people suggest a failure to live by principles that are worth following.  Therefore, a man of influence must be respectable.
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones once commented that the most foundational Christian virtue is discipline.  Humility, love, service, prayer, worship – all of these require discipline.  Discipline is the ability of the will to choose what faith and reason dictate is best even though your impulses and inclinations lead the other way.  Without discipline, chaos will eventually reign.  Orderliness (or lack of the same) flows from your bedroom closets, through your bathroom, around your personal hygiene, into your wardrobe, around your tool shed, inside your automobile, covers your desk at work, and pervades your schedule.  It may be true that you know where everything is, and when everything is supposed to happen, but that is all internal.  How does the external world see you?
“A man prudent in mind will have a respectable, or orderly life.  His well-disciplined mind leads to a well-disciplined life.  The ministry is no place for the man whose life is a continual confusion of unaccomplished plans and unorganized activities.” John MacArthur, Jr., Commentary on 1 Timothy, c1995, Moody Press, pp. 107.
“Of good behaviour – Greek meaning, “orderly.”  The previous word “sober” refers to the inward mind; “orderly” refers to the outward behavior, tone, look, gait, dress.  The new man bears somewhat of a sacred festival character, incompatible with confusion, disorder, excess, laxity, assumption, harshness, and meanness.”  Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., & Brown, D. 1997. A Commentary, Critical And Explanatory, On The Old And New Testaments.

(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

If you mention the name of a guy in your church, and the consensus is (with a chuckle) that he is almost always late and seems to arrive in a flustered whirlwind, is that a respectability problem?  
How would you feel if you visited the home of your favorite Bible teacher, and found the home in spotless condition, but upon snooping into the master bedroom found dirty underwear and socks covering the floor mixed with candy wrappers, Coke cans, popcorn tins and a heavy layer of dust?  Would you think about it the next time you heard him teach?
How much should personal hygiene matter when it comes to respectability?  How much is cultural?

Jim goes to your church.  He drives a 1987 Toyota Corolla and works for a landscaper.  His family lives in a house the size of a double garage.  He and his family wear older-styled and second-hand clothes.  Does Jim fail as a respectable man because of these characteristics?

( MY TO DO LIST
Why don’t I keep my private world tidy?
( Because I don’t think it’s important

( Although it’s important, I can’t find the time to keep it orderly

( I don’t have enough space

( I don’t like to throw anything away

( Because my family is a mess, and I can’t keep up

List two things I could do to make sure that I arrive at business, personal and church events on time.
List two things I could say politely to others when I need to leave to keep my time commitments.
Draw lines to connect the priority circles of my life with the choices given.  Do these priorities reflect the way I act?
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Respectable





My God





My wife





My children





My work





My church





My hobbies and entertainment








