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“Hospitality consists in a little fire, a little food, and an immense quiet.” Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Hospitality is making your guests feel at home, even though you wish they were.” Anonymous
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
“…given to hospitality…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (KJV)

 “… hospitable…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)
“…hospitable…” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NIV)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Hospitable.  The Greek adjective used here [philoxenos] is a combination of two words: the first is brotherly love, and the second is strangers, or people one doesn’t know.  A godly man is to be a “lover of strangers.”  The word is used three times in the New Testament and is translated in the older versions as “offer hospitality,” and be a “lover of hospitality.”
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
Using the modern word “hospitable” just doesn’t seem adequate to convey the full meaning of this word.  When Paul wrote to the Romans, he said in 12:13 that they should be “given to hospitality.”  The word “given” means to “chase after” or “be addicted to” something.  It is a sign of Christian maturity to be addicted to showing kindness to people in your home!  The writer of Hebrews joins in encouraging believers not to forget to “entertain strangers” – same Greek word – because by doing so, some have unwittingly kept angels in their homes (Hebrews 13:2).  
So, the idea is not primarily that of entertaining believers or continually having friends in your home.  It refers to strangers.  Jesus captured the idea well when he said in Luke 14:12-13:

“﻿When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. ﻿ But when you give a feast, invite ﻿﻿the poor, the ﻿﻿maimed, the lame, the blind. ﻿And you will be ﻿﻿blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.﻿”

John commended Gaius, whom he discipled, for receiving and sending believers and strangers (hospitality), and condemned Diotrephes for forbidding believers to show hospitality to John and others in ministry (3 John 5-11).
“Hospitality is not a new concept.  It is not even distinctive to Christianity.  It has been a part of oriental culture for a long time, and is even considered a sacred responsibility …. God gave specific instructions to the children of Israel; so specific, no one could plead ignorance. ‘When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.  The stranger who resides with you shall to you be as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself’ (Leviticus 19:33-34)…. Christian hospitality is to operate in a context of love.  Peter said ‘Above all things, have fervent love for one another, for love will cover a multitude of sins; be hospitable to one another, without grumbling’ (1 Peter 4:8-9).”  Gene A. Getz, The Measure of a Man, Gospel Light, 2004, p. 65.

 “Christians traveling in the first century [on business or for ministry] avoided the public inns with their pagan atmosphere and food that already been offered to idols.  So they would seek out a Christian home in which to stop for the night.  A valuable by-product was that believers from widely scattered areas would get to know each other, thus cementing the lines of fellowship.  So hospitality was an important virtue in that day.  Even in our modern hotel-motel age it can have its place.”  Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Ralph Earle, c1978, p. 364.


(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

The command to show hospitality transcends time and culture.  How might your family, and others in your church, display this virtue in your time and culture?  Are there dangers or cautions?

We would expect that showing hospitality to believers should be a prerequisite for serving as an elder.  But why do you think entertaining strangers would be so important?

( MY TO DO LIST
Have a conversation with my wife and children about entertaining strangers.  How many meals have we served in the past 12 months in our home to non-family members?  _____  

How many people, unknown to us before, have we entertained this past 12 months? _____

How many meals will we purpose in our hearts to serve this year to believers? ____ Unbelievers? ____ Strangers? ____ 
Brainstorm what we can do to entertain widows, orphans and the poor in our home.
Write down the names of three people/families in the church that we don’t know, and work with my wife to schedule dates for them to join us for dinner.

Find out when the next guest speaker or missionary is coming to our church, and ask to host them overnight.
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