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“To teach is to learn twice.”  Socrates
“He who dares to teach must never cease to learn.”   John Cotton Dana
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
“… apt to teach …” 1 Timothy 3:2 (KJV)

 “… able to teach …” 1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV)
“… he must know what he’s talking about …” 1 Timothy 3:2 (The Message)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Able To Teach.  These three words are actually one in the Greek (didaktikos) from which we get our English word didactic, meaning teaching, education, or instruction.  Forms of this Greek word are used hundreds of times in the New Testament, but this exact form of the word is used only twice – here and in 2 Timothy 2:24 – and is derived from a word meaning “taught.”   Therefore, it refers simply to one who is teachable, has been taught, and has the ability to teach others based on what he has learned.  
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
In our modern church cultures, we tend to think of one who is “able to teach” as someone who is gifted as a teacher, is a high-powered lecturer, or has phenomenal ability to communicate with people.  That is not what this phrase means, since this passage is targeting character qualities.  God graciously bestows special gifts on believers to help them minister effectively to others; teaching is one of those spiritual gifts (see Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corinthians 12:28), but not every leader has that gift.
Paul told Timothy to teach to other faithful men what he had earlier been taught by Paul (2 Timothy 2:2).  It is just that simple; learn and then teach what you’ve learned.  Any good teacher is a perpetual student.  Some who are gifted may teach a larger audience.  Most of us will prefer to teach one person at a time in a discipleship context, or teach a small group in a home Bible study, etc., but as we mature, we must become traffickers in God’s truth and thereby seek to bring about life-change in others.
The requirement of being able to teach sets elders apart from deacons, who have primarily a service ministry rather than a speaking ministry (although Stephen had no problem speaking! – Acts 6:9-7:60).  We will look at the Bible-knowledge requirement (Titus 1:9) again as the last in this series; it will suffice for now to say that a spiritually mature man must know his Bible well enough to teach the truth and discern error.  

Read 2 Timothy 2:23-26.  Here, “able to teach” is used in the context of relating with those who disagree with you.  Someone with this ability is able to communicate God’s truth in a non-argumentative, non-defensive and non-threatening way.  People offend more often than positions taken.  The attitude of a godly man is as critical as the substance of what he says; he is emotionally mature and secure.  The sign of a false teacher is contentiousness.
“The phrase “able to teach” speaks of a leader’s ability to handle the Scriptures.  He must be able both to understand and to communicate the truth to others, as well as to refute those who mishandle it (Titus 1:9).  Not all must necessarily do this publicly, of course; some may conduct this aspect of their ministries more informally in private settings.  Yet all leaders must possess an aptitude for handling the Word with skill.”  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., 1983-c1985. The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Victor Books: Wheaton, IL.
“Apt to teach; this is a teaching overseer whom Paul describes, one who is both able and willing to communicate to others the knowledge which God has given him, one who is fit to teach and ready to take all opportunities of giving instruction, who is himself well instructed in the things of the kingdom of heaven, and is communicative of what he knows to others.”  Matthew Henry's Commentary On The Whole Bible: 1996, Hendrickson: Peabody.



(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

What are some key difference between devotional Bible reading and serious Bible study?  Make a list.
Can a man become “able to teach” by listening carefully and taking notes during church services at a good fundamental church over a period of five years?  If so, on what conditions?  If not, what else do you think is necessary?

Mitchell trusted Christ while attending varsity.  Now a young businessman in his 20s, he does most of his theological learning from the internet, and is a naturally gifted communicator.  He has studied so many theological views, he can defend or critique any one of them.  He questions everything and affirms little.  He is brilliant and regularly stumps the teacher during Bible studies.  With all of his learning, is Mitchell “able to teach?”
Jim has been a believer for 40 years, is happily married, has three good adult children, and is an elder in the church.  Although he has listened to hundreds of sermons, Jim confesses that he would never be able to defend the trinity in front of a Mormon, has no idea what dispensationalism is, and couldn’t tell you the authors or general content of most of the New Testament books.  Is Jim “able to teach?”
( MY TO DO LIST
I need to begin regular Bible reading with my family (since that is the first test of my teaching ability).  I should probably read a short passage, then talk out the practical implications of what we just read, then ask my family members questions to be sure they understood.
Check off areas in which I am weak:
	· Basic doctrines (Bible, God, Christ, salvation)
	· Acts, early history of the Church

	· History of Israel
	· Creation v. evolution

	· Life of Christ (Gospels)
	· Apologetics (Does God exist? Who was Jesus?)

	· Overview of the Old Testament
	· Social issues (abortion, homosexuality)

	· Overview of the New Testament
	· Family issues (marriage, child-rearing)

	· Prophecy / End times
	· Missions

	· Cults and World Religions
	· Evangelism


What Bible study materials or resources are available through our church?

Prayerfully answer the following questions:
· Do I get emotional and upset when someone differs with me on something in the Bible?

· Do I seek to pontificate or dominate the conversation when I sense someone is doctrinally different from me, or do I listen and ask questions?

· Are there elements in my personality where, although appearing to be strong, I am actually insecure?

· If someone attacks me personally because of my view, or labels people that hold my position as heretics or in serious doctrinal error, how should I respond initially?  Over the next few days or weeks?
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Further Reading





Elders and Leaders by Gene Getz, c2003, Moody Publishers











