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“So Noah, when he had anchored safe on the mountain's top, and all his passengers Were on the new world set ashore, made it next his design to plant a vine, Which since has overwhelmed and drowned far greater number, on dry ground, than all the flood before had done.”  
Samuel Butler
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
 “… not given to wine…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV)

 “… not a drunkard…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (ESV)
“… not given to drunkenness…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NIV)
“… not addicted to wine…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NAS)

“… not overfond of wine…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (Message)
( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Not Addicted to Wine.  Paul used just one word in the Greek – the word “paroinos,” which is a compound word blending oinos, the Greek word for wine, and para, the Greek word meaning beside or near.  A “paramedic” is a medical person at your side.  Thus, the word literally means “stays beside the wine.”  The word is used only here and in Titus 1:7 where Paul is also talking about the qualification of leaders.  Some expository dictionaries say that the term has a second connotative meaning of being aggressive or a brawler.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
Not given to wine (v. 3a). The word describes a person who sits long with the cup and thus drinks to excess. The fact that Paul advised Timothy to use wine for medicinal purposes (1 Tim. 5:23) indicates that total abstinence was not demanded of believers.  Sad to say, some of the members of the Corinthian church got drunk, even at the love feast that accompanied the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:21).  The Jewish people diluted their wine with water to make sure it was not too strong.  It was a well-known fact that water was not pure in those days, so that weak wine taken in moderation would have been healthier to drink.  
However, there is a vast difference between the cultural use of wine in Bible days and supporting the alcohol industry of today.  Paul’s admonition and example in Romans 14 (especially Romans 14:21) would apply today in a special way.  A godly [man] would certainly want to give the best example and not be an excuse for sin in the life of some weaker brother.  Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, c1989. 
No drunkard: Not given to wine. The priests were not to drink wine when they went in to minister (Lev. 10:8, 9), lest they should drink and pervert the law. Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible, c1991.
Another requirement for one who desires to be an elder is that he is not addicted to wine.  This quality is not concerned with whether or not he gets drunk.  Obviously one given to drunkenness would in no way be qualified for ministry.  An elder who is not addicted to wine is a man who does not have a reputation as a drinker.  He doesn’t frequent bars or involve himself in the scenes associated with drinking.  The Bible points out the tragic consequences when leaders are drinkers.  Isaiah blasted the spiritual leaders of Israel for this very sin (see Isaiah 28:7, and 56:9-12).
A man who is a drinker has no place in the ministry.  He is a poor example, and will surely be the cause of serious sin and disaster in the lives of others who follow his example as drinkers, justifying their indulgence because of their leader.  A leader must be a man whose associations are radically different from those of the world, and whose example leads others to righteous conduct, not sin.

In ancient times most people consumed wine, since it was the staple liquid to drink.  The water was impure, and mixing wine with water not only significantly diluted the alcohol content, but purified the water.  A mixture of eight parts water to one part wine was common, so as to avoid any dissipating effect.  Timothy was even reluctant to take the mixed wine, so as not to set an example that could cause someone to stumble.  Thus, he was committed to abstinence, and Paul had to tell him, “no longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments” (5:23).  Drinking only water was contributing to his poor health. John MacArthur, Jr., Commentary on 1 Timothy, c1995, Moody Press, pp. 110-111.

(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

Should this passage be used to argue that a godly man should take a “total abstinence” position when it comes to wine?        Are there other passages that do advocate such a position?
Let’s say for argument’s sake that believers have the “liberty” to drink wine.  Read Romans 14:21-23, and 1Corinthians 10:23-33.  What are the two limitations on our liberty in these passages?

It is interesting to note that while the Bible has both good and bad to say about wine (it was the staple drink but could be misused), it has nothing good to say about strong or intoxicating drink (distilled beverages designed specifically for their intoxicating effect), or what the NIV calls “beer.”  What should a godly man do when it comes to beer?
Dave and Pete were both big drinkers in the bars in Welkom.  Both came to Christ.  After 5 years in the faith, Peter took an abstinence position for himself; Dave would have wine with a good meal on Friday or Saturday night.  How should these two believers view each other?

( MY TO DO LIST
1. I have never done a personal Bible study on the topic of alcohol.  I need to get out a concordance and scan the verses on wine and strong drink and summarize what they say.

2. Have a conversation with my spouse about alcohol in our home.  Will we take an abstinence position?  If so, of what sort?

· Total abstinence everywhere?
· Abstinence in our home, but light drinks when eating out, at weddings, special banquets, etc?
· Abstinence in our home, but beer at the braai or rugby?
· What will you say to unbelieving friends who offer you a drink?

· What will you say to Christian family members who offer you a drink?

3.  If we don’t take an abstinence position, what kind of alcohol will we allow?    How will we do this in a way that glorifies God (1 Corinthians 10:31)?
4. Since disobeying my conscience is a sin, what does my conscience tell me about using alcohol?
5. What view does my culture take of alcohol?  How much alcohol abuse is there?  Do unbelievers expect Christians not to drink?
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Not Addicted To Wine

















﻿And these also stagger from wine and reel from beer: Priests and prophets stagger from beer and are befuddled with wine; they reel from beer, they stagger when seeing visions, they stumble when rendering decisions. 


Isaiah 28: 7 NIV














