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“Violence is the last refuge of the incompetent.” -Salvor Hardin.
“Nothing good ever comes of violence.” –Martin Luther
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
 “… not violent…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV)

 “… no striker …” 1 Timothy 3:3 (KJV)
“… not violent …” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NIV)
“… not pugnacious …” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NAS)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Not Violent.  The Greek word here (plektes) is used only twice in the New Testament; here and in the parallel passage in Titus 1:7. It refers to someone who is a bruiser, one is ready with a blow, a striker, a pugnacious and contentious person, one who can be rough, abusive, and manifests his displeasure physically.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
This is the second of the four negatives Paul uses in verse 3, and it follows “not given to wine.”  A godly man’s self-control is to extend to his appetites and his anger.  While we will not deal with being “quick-tempered” (mentioned in Titus 1:7) separately in this series, such a character flaw ties in with this one since few of us would think long and hard, and then strike someone.  A man of character and influence must be gentle and forbearing, making room for others.  We can look back through the scriptures to people like, Cain, Moses and Peter who lashed out physically in anger and discovered that “the wrath of man does not accomplish the righteousness of God” (James 1:20).  
Within certain ethnic cultures of the world, use of physical force by people in charge is rather common; in most Western cultures, it is not.  Gene Getz comments that in modern first-world Christian cultures, violence comes chiefly in two forms: 

1. Violence in the home.  Many godly men use anger-driven physical violence against their children at home.  Most Christians believe in using “the rod and reproof” in the biblical chastisement of children, but many step over the line when they strike in anger, strike in the wrong places, or strike for their own benefit rather than their child’s benefit.
2. Verbal violence.  A godly man cannot allow his anger to be out of control – physically or verbally.  Knowing they cannot just hit someone, many Christians develop the art of verbal attack, whether spoken or in writing.  There is gossip (talking about someone’s problem when neither you nor the hearer are part of the problem or solution), slander (speaking a known untruth about someone), malignancy (attributing wrong motives to someone’s right actions), bitterness (bringing up old faults and issues), generalization (saying someone is always and never this or that) and extortion (threatening to cause harm if not complied with).  Sometimes the tongue is on fire; sometimes the pen (or keyboard) is.  Some believers use such tactics in petty matters in the church; others are great theologians who use such tactics when writing their books.
No striker; one who is not quarrelsome, nor apt to use violence to any, but does every thing with mildness, love, and gentleness. The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle towards all (2 Timothy 2:24).  Matthew Henry’s Commentary On The Whole Bible c1991.
Nor may an elder be pugnacious, literally meaning “not a giver of blows,” or “not a striker.”  A leader in the church must not be one who reacts to difficulty with physical violence.  He must not settle disputes with blows.  He must react to situations calmly, coolly, and gently (see 2 Timothy 2:24-25).  John MacArthur, Jr., Commentary on 1 Timothy, c1995, Moody Press, pp. 111.

No striker (v. 3b). “Not contentious, not looking for a fight.” Charles Spurgeon told his Pastor’s College students, “Don’t go about the world with your fist doubled up for fighting, carrying a theological revolver in the leg of your trousers.”  Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, c1989.
No striker—with either hand or tongue: not as some teachers pretending a holy zeal (2 Corinthians 11:20), answering to “not a brawler” or fighter (compare 1Kings 22:24; Nehemiah 13:25; Isaiah 58:4; Acts 23:2; 2Timothy 2:24, 25). Jamieson, Fausset & Brown, 1997, Critical and Explanatory Commentary.

(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

Ryan’s son, Colin, was detained after school today for misbehavior, the third time this month.  You watch as they cross the parking lot to their car.  Ryan is obviously disappointed and angry.  Colin says something under his breath, and Ryan swats him upward across the backside of his head, and yells “Get in the car!”  Has Ryan used violence?
The elders are considering building a large new facility for a Christian school, but the cost is enormous.  Tim and Ron, elders in the church who have enrolled their children in the new school, announce that they will give a large sum (one third of the price!) to start the project, promise another third when the building is complete, and say they will help meet the payments on the balance over time.  As the building nears completion, Tim and Ron say that they don’t want their kids to have to wear uniforms, and don’t want them prohibited from having body piercings or tattoos.  The elders reject the demands.  Two days later, Tim and Ron say that they are “praying about supporting this school and the building project any further” and hinted that they might leave the elder board and perhaps leave the church.  Are they using a form of violence or not?
John is an elder in a dispensational Baptist church.  Andy challenged the covenant theology John was using in his Sunday evening sermon.  Is John using verbal violence in any of the following scenarios?

1. “Andy, if you’re that concerned, perhaps you should take this matter up with the Board of Elders.”

2. “Andy, you’ve stepped out of line.  I will bring up what you have done to the Board of Elders.”

3. “Andy, it doesn’t surprise me that someone … like you … wouldn’t understand what I’m trying to communicate.”

4. “Andy, if you struggle with what I am teaching, you should go and find another church.”
5. “Andy, as an elder, I can make it very difficult for you around here.”

6. “Andy, you’re causing discord among the brethren.  If you return to this church, I will have the deacons escort you off the premises.”

7. “Andy, you and me, right now, in the parking lot.”

( MY TO DO LIST
How frequently do I talk about other people’s problems (to people other than the ones who have the problems)?
How often do I repeat information about a particular person?

Is my view of leadership more like the diagram on the right or on the left?



Ask my wife and children whether I have an anger-management problem?
What factors in my life, other than my sinfulness, contribute to my anger?  What can I do to modify those factors?
Pray and ask God’s forgiveness for my anger and violence.
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