MCI


[image: image1.jpg]



“Money is a good servant but a bad master.” – Aristodemus

“Money does not change men, it only unmasks them.” – Riccoboni
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK
 “… not greedy for money…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV)

 “… not greedy of filthy lucre …” 1 Timothy 3:3 (KJV)
“… not a lover of money …” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NIV)
“… free from the love of money…” 1 Timothy 3:3 (NAS)

( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK
Not Greedy For Money.  The big Greek word (aischrokerdes) used here means eager for base gain or greedy for money.  It is a compound of two words: the first (aischros) means filthy, base and dishonourable, and the second (kerdos) means gain.  This verb is used only three times in the New Testament: here, in verse 8 regarding deacons, and in Titus 1:7.  Its noun form is used in 1 Peter 5:2 where Peter says that elders shouldn’t serve for dishonest gain.  Men of character and influence are not to be greedy for gain, or pursue dishonest money or possessions.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
The Scriptures do not teach that “money” per se is evil.  Nor do they teach that it is wrong to be wealthy.  However, Jesus mentioned that money can cripple a person when it comes to salvation and spiritual things (Matthew 19:16-30).  The Bible does not say that a Christian should be “free from money” but rather, “free from the love of money.”  It is a matter of passion and priorities, rather than purse and possessions.  It is a matter of whether money is the servant or the subtle master that drives us each day.  
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Having money raises several difficulties for believers:

1. Money helps us live by sight, which is the comfortable antithesis of living by faith.

2. Most of our problems and distractions from Christ come as a result of having money and the things money buys.  We tend to forget God when our earthly possessions multiply – like Israel when they entered the Promised Land (Deut. 6:10-12, 8:17).
3. Money brings with it the temptation to be short-sighted – to spend it on things we can see.  Jesus said we are not to lay up treasures here on a temporary earth (Matthew 6:19-21).  Look where a man has his money – that’s where his heart and priorities are.

4. Money can lead to pride.  Money gives status, power, and security.  Money talks and convinces fake friends to get close to us.

Paul expands on his brief comment about loving money in 1 Timothy 6:5-11 and 17-19.  He also mentions that a key indicator of a false religious teacher was “marketing godliness” as a means to financial gain.  “They think religion is a way to make a fast buck” (The Message).  Is this still a problem today? (See also 1 Peter 5:2 and Titus 1:10-11).
Not greedy of filthy lucre (v. 3c). Paul will have more to say about money in 1 Timothy 6:3 and following.  It is possible to use the ministry as an easy way to make money, if a man has no conscience or integrity (not that pastors are paid that much in most churches!).  Covetous pastors always have “deals” going on outside their churches, and these activities erode their character and hinder their ministry. Pastors should “not [work] for filthy lucre” (1 Peter 5:2). Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, c1989. 


One who is not greedy of filthy lucre, who does not make his ministry to truckle to any secular design or interest, who uses no mean, base, sordid ways of getting money, who is dead to the wealth of this world, lives above it, and makes it appear he is so. Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible, c1991.

Finally, a leader must be free from the love of money.  It is a perverse corruption of the ministry to be in it for the money.  Love of money is what is at the heart of all motivations for false teachers (1 Thessalonians 2:5, 1 Peter 5:2, 2 Peter 2:1-3, 14, Jude 16, etc.) … Paul was free from the love of money.  He assured the Ephesian elders that, during his three years of ministry in their city, he had “coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothes” (Acts 20:33-35). A leader must not be greedy, stingy, or financially ambitious.  John MacArthur, Jr., Commentary on 1 Timothy, c1995, Moody Press, pp. 111-112.
(  POINTS FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers, if you can.

The board of Harmony Baptist Church (5,000 members) was considering buying a large tract of land for their new church campus.  Pastor Miller, who did a lot of buying and selling of real estate himself, said they should do it.  “The property is a steal of a deal” he said.  Still, the board was hesitant and delayed the vote for two months.  In the October meeting, they decided to purchase the property.  “Good,” said Pastor Miller, “I’ll be glad to close the deal with you as soon as possible.”  The board whispered a collective “Huh?”  During the board’s delay, Pastor Miller had purchased the property himself (“knowing that’s what God wanted us to do”), and sold the property to the church at below-market value but making R 300,000 for himself on the deal.  Does Pastor Miller have a greediness problem?
Jim goes to Sun City during winter holidays and blows about R 500 on the slot machines in the casino.  Is Jim greedy for dishonest gain?  Are there conditions under which a Christian can gamble without sinning?

( MY TO DO LIST
I need to write out a list of the important things in my life, prioritizing from the top down.  What would be the most devastating to lose?
Make a pie chart of my monthly expenses.  What are my top five expenses each month?  Did God make it into the top five?  What percentage have I decided to give to God’s work?  Am I giving at least that amount each month?
Read Acts 4:34-37.  Have I ever given an amount to the Lord that was truly a sacrifice?
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Free From The Love of Money




















Yes, they are ﻿﻿greedy dogs which never have enough, and they are shepherds who cannot understand.  They all look to their own way, every one for his own gain, from his own territory. 


Isaiah 56:11








