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Let me be a little meeker with the brother that is weaker,

Let me think more of my neighbor and a little less of me. (Anonymous)
( STARTING WITH THE BOOK

3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle …. 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV)
3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle ... 1 Timothy 3:3 (NASB)
3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle …. 1 Timothy 3:3 (NIV)

3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient … 1 Timothy 3:3 (KJV)
( TAKING A CLOSER LOOK

Before we take a closer look at the word gentle, it is important to note that in each translation, it is preceded by the word ‘but.’  This appears to indicate that it is a character trait that is in direct contrast with drunkenness, violence, and greed.
Gentle is from the Greek word epeikes, meaning what is right or fitting, and what is equitable, fair, moderate, forbearing, mild, reasonable, and gentle.  Matthew Arnold describes it as “sweet reasonableness.”
The word suggests the yielding of a judge, who, instead of demanding the exact penalty required by strict justice, gives way to circumstances which call for mercy.  Vine’s Dictionary says that the word “expresses that considerateness that looks humanely and reasonably at the facts of a case.”  The King James translation of the word as “patient” expresses this idea of pondering before acting.
( Consulting With SCHOLARS
A man of character and influence must be mild-mannered.  He is not quick-tempered, contentious or severe with people.  He doesn’t jump to conclusions, but hears all sides of a matter out before he makes a decision.  This does not mean that a godly man has no passion, zeal, energy, or strength; it simply means that his strength is under control.  In Christianity, there should be no contradiction between being a “man’s man” and being a “gentle man.”
Gentleness is often used in conjunction with humility (others-oriented mindset) and meekness (humble mindset put into action), which are to be exercised with all people, not just believers.  Paul told Titus to “remind them ﻿﻿to … speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.”  He warned Timothy that “a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition ….”
An elder must be gentle. In his work in the church, he will need forbearance, patience, and a spirit of yieldedness. Believer's Bible Commentary.
The pastor must listen to people and be able to take criticism without reacting. He should permit others to serve God in the church without dictating to them. The Bible Exposition Commentary.
By contrast, a church leader must be (10) gentle, or forbearing, making room for others. (This word epieikē is also used in Phil. 4:5; Titus 3:2; James 3:17; 1 Peter 2:18) Bible Knowledge Commentary.
Patient or gentle with the wisdom from above which is peaceable (James 3:17) KJV Bible Commentary.
“Patient” means reasonable. He should be a reasonable man, someone you can talk to or reason with. Thru The Bible Commentary.

· Points FOR DISCUSSION
Get into groups of 4 or 5 and answer the questions.  Use Scripture to support your answers.
John is a perfectionist. He always gives 110% and he expects the same effort from others. Unfortunately when his colleagues don’t match his standards he sometimes gets a little hot under the collar and finds it difficult to restrain himself. After one particular incident where Jim (as the worship leader) was late again for the morning service, John had had enough. He let Jim know that he didn’t appreciate his apparent lack of commitment, considered his work shoddy and felt he was an embarrassment to the church.  Jim felt belittled by the whole experience and reacted angrily, telling John that he often didn’t measure up to his own standards; he might be a perfectionist but he certainly wasn’t perfect.

· Were one or both men guilty of lacking in gentleness?

· Bearing in mind that John and Jim are Christians, how could they have handled the situation better?

· What Bible verses could John have used to help Jim realise how seriously he views a lack of commitment?

Mitchell, an elder in your friend’s church is a stickler for protocol. In business it has been the foundation of his success, but in leadership meetings and church services, it has caused some problems of late.  Many people think that Mitchell is rigid and unyielding and at times even a little abrasive with some of the younger believers who haven’t grasped his modus operandi. Your friend says that his main concern is that Mitchell doesn’t seem prepared to let people make mistakes and learn from them. Long term, your friend is afraid that the young people will either leave, or grow up as a generation that lacks innovation, and the ability to think for themselves.
· Does Mitchell have a problem with gentleness?

· What would you advise your friend to do next?

( MY TO DO LIST
1. Gentleness is not just a character qualification of an elder; it is a fruit of the Spirit.  If we are to be more Christ-like we have to let the Holy Spirit work in us to produce gentleness. What situation in your recent memory could have turned out differently if you had yielded to the Spirit working gentleness into your life? Remember that the damage may have been done because you reacted harshly and aggressively but it is never too late to seek forgiveness and reconciliation with the person that you hurt. If you don’t make things right you will not grow in our walk with the Lord!
2. It isn’t difficult to cruise along in life when all we are getting is compliments. The problem starts when we are criticised, sometimes unfairly. When this happens it is our natural inclination to become defensive and even to attack the person criticising us. Gentleness demands that we consider the criticism, assess how much of it is justified, and then calmly respond to that which is unfounded, if at all. How well do you respond to criticism – fair or unfair?
3. Read James 3:17 to see the company that gentleness keeps.

4. Christ’s example shows that gentleness often goes hand in hand with humility. If you have a problem demonstrating gentleness to others ask yourself if your real problem isn’t pride.
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